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PEOPLE OF THE PHILIPPINES, PLAINTIFF-APPELLEE, VS.
ROSALITO @ LIKLIK CABOQUIN Y DEL ROSARIO, ACCUSED-

APPELLANT.
  

DECISION

PUNO, J.:

Accused ROSALITO @ Liklik CABOQUIN was charged with Murder for the fatal
stabbing of one PABLITO TALINGTING in an Information[1] which reads:

"That on or about the 3rd day of October 1991, in the Municipality of
Kawayan, Biliran Province, Philippines, and within the jurisdiction of this
Honorable Court, said accused, with treachery and with intent to kill, did
then and there willfully, unlawfully and feloniously attack, assault and
stab one Pablito Talingting, with the use of hunting knife locally known as
`balisong' which the accused has conveniently provided himself for the
purpose, thereby inflicting upon the latter multiple mortal wounds which
caused his death shortly thereafter.

 

In violation of Art. 248 of the Revised Penal Code."
 

The People's case was established from the testimony of two (2) eyewitnesses
PAQUITO BENALDO and OLIVO MATUGUINAS. They knew the accused
ROSALITO CABOQUIN, alias Liklik, since childhood as they resided in the same
barangay in Kawayan, Biliran province. On October 3, 1991, at about 8:00 p.m.,
Paquito and Olivo were seated on a bench in front of a store in their barangay, with
their friends PABLITO TALINGTING and siblings Mayeng and Baby Monto.
Accompanied by Baby on the guitar, the group sang while they waited for some
fishermen to arrive. Suddenly, the accused appeared in front of Pablito and
repeatedly stabbed him on the chest with his knife. Pablito staggered and walked
towards the direction of his house. He only got as far as 10 meters before he
stumbled on the ground. During the commotion, Pablito's friends remained seated
and motionless as they were stunned and frightened by what they witnessed. After
the stabbing, the accused proceeded to the tennis court and challenged everybody
to a fight. Pablito's friends took advantage of the opportunity. They ran and sought
refuge in different areas. Paquito hid in the barangay hall, about five (5) meters
away from the crime scene. From where he was hiding, he tried to ascertain if
Pablito was still alive. After the accused left and the commotion died down, the
group approached Pablito but he was already dead. They carried Pablito's lifeless
body back to his house.[2] Post-mortem examination revealed that Pablito sustained
multiple stab wounds on the chest which caused his untimely death.[3]

 

On October 7, 1991, the statements of eyewitnesses Paquito and Olivo were taken



at the Kawayan police station. After the preliminary investigation, the MCTC judge
issued a warrant[4] for the arrest of the accused on October 11, 1991. On March 30,
1992, the warrant was returned unserved as the accused could no longer be found
in his residence and his whereabouts was unknown.[5] The case was ordered
archived.[6]

Three (3) years later, in August, 1995, the victim's parents received information that
the accused was detained in Quezon City in connection with another crime. They
immediately reported this to the Kawayan police station. Acting on the information,
PO3 ROMEO VICTORIOSO proceeded to the Central Police District in Quezon City
to serve an alias warrant of arrest[7] on the accused for the killing of Pablito. When
he arrived at the Station 3 of the Central Police District, he conferred with the jail
warden and inquired about the whereabouts of the accused. Upon verification, the
name of the accused did not appear on the record of detainees at the police station.
PO3 Victorioso then visited the jail and chanced upon an acquaintance, Junjun
Villarin, who was detained there. Junjun pointed out to him the accused inside the
detention cell. Junjun confided to him that the jail records did not reflect the
accused's name as Rosalito Caboquin since the accused gave his name to the police
as Lito Mendoza. PO3 Victorioso then informed the warden of his discovery. The
warden conferred with Lito Mendoza in his office and the latter readily admitted that
his real name was Rosalito Caboquin. The warden then attached a copy of the arrest
warrant to the accused's file and assured PO3 Victorioso that after the accused's
trial in Quezon City, he would cause the physical transfer of the accused to
Kawayan, Biliran, to answer for the killing of Pablito. Two months later, or on
October 23, 1995, the accused was turned over to the Kawayan police station.[8]

The accused proferred the defense of alibi. He testified that on October 3,
1991, at about 9:00 p.m., he was in his house in People's Village, Catmon, Malabon,
Metro Manila, watching television. He has worked as a fish dealer in Malabon since
1982. The last time he visited Biliran was in 1989 when he attended the barrio
fiesta. From then on, he stayed in Metro Manila and has not returned to Biliran. He
admitted that he used the name Lito Mendoza when he went to Manila. In 1992, he
was detained in Bicutan jail for illegal possession of firearm. He claimed that the
police officers planted the firearm found in his possession. The first time he learned
about the killing of Pablito was on October 21, 1995 when he was turned over to the
Kawayan police authorities.[9]

While the accused claimed he was in his house at about 9:00 p.m. that day,
defense witness JEAN ASLAG, an 18 year-old resident of Malabon, recounted that
on said date, at about 7:00 p.m., the accused went to her house to attend a
birthday party and left at about 10:00 p.m. already.[10]

After the trial, the court a quo found the accused guilty of Murder and sentenced
him, thus:[11]

"WHEREFORE, in view of the foregoing considerations, this Court finds
the accused Rosalito Caboquin y del Rosario GUILTY beyond reasonable
doubt of the crime of Murder as charged in the Information.

 

This Court hereby imposes the penalty of Reclusion Perpetua."
 


