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THIRD DIVISION

[ G.R. No. 172690, March 03, 2010 ]

HEIRS OF JOSE LIM, REPRESENTED BY ELENITO LIM,
PETITIONERS, VS. JULIET VILLA LIM, RESPONDENT.

  
D E C I S I O N

NACHURA, J.:

Before this Court is a Petition for Review on Certiorari[1] under Rule 45 of the Rules
of Civil Procedure, assailing the Court of Appeals (CA) Decision[2] dated June 29,
2005, which reversed and set aside the decision[3] of the Regional Trial Court (RTC)
of Lucena City, dated April 12, 2004.

The facts of the case are as follows:

Petitioners are the heirs of the late Jose Lim (Jose), namely: Jose's widow Cresencia
Palad (Cresencia); and their children Elenito, Evelia, Imelda, Edelyna and Edison, all
surnamed Lim (petitioners), represented by Elenito Lim (Elenito). They filed a
Complaint[4] for Partition, Accounting and Damages against respondent Juliet Villa
Lim (respondent), widow of the late Elfledo Lim (Elfledo), who was the eldest son of
Jose and Cresencia.

Petitioners alleged that Jose was the liaison officer of Interwood Sawmill in Cagsiay,
Mauban, Quezon. Sometime in 1980, Jose, together with his friends Jimmy Yu
(Jimmy) and Norberto Uy (Norberto), formed a partnership to engage in the
trucking business. Initially, with a contribution of P50,000.00 each, they purchased a
truck to be used in the hauling and transport of lumber of the sawmill. Jose
managed the operations of this trucking business until his death on August 15,
1981. Thereafter, Jose's heirs, including Elfledo, and partners agreed to continue the
business under the management of Elfledo. The shares in the partnership profits and
income that formed part of the estate of Jose were held in trust by Elfledo, with
petitioners' authority for Elfledo to use, purchase or acquire properties using said
funds.

Petitioners also alleged that, at that time, Elfledo was a fresh commerce graduate
serving as his father's driver in the trucking business. He was never a partner or an
investor in the business and merely supervised the purchase of additional trucks
using the income from the trucking business of the partners. By the time the
partnership ceased, it had nine trucks, which were all registered in Elfledo's name.
Petitioners asseverated that it was also through Elfledo's management of the
partnership that he was able to purchase numerous real properties by using the
profits derived therefrom, all of which were registered in his name and that of
respondent. In addition to the nine trucks, Elfledo also acquired five other motor
vehicles.



On May 18, 1995, Elfledo died, leaving respondent as his sole surviving heir.
Petitioners claimed that respondent took over the administration of the
aforementioned properties, which belonged to the estate of Jose, without their
consent and approval. Claiming that they are co-owners of the properties,
petitioners required respondent to submit an accounting of all income, profits and
rentals received from the estate of Elfledo, and to surrender the administration
thereof. Respondent refused; thus, the filing of this case.

Respondent traversed petitioners' allegations and claimed that Elfledo was himself a
partner of Norberto and Jimmy. Respondent also claimed that per testimony of
Cresencia, sometime in 1980, Jose gave Elfledo P50,000.00 as the latter's capital in
an informal partnership with Jimmy and Norberto. When Elfledo and respondent got
married in 1981, the partnership only had one truck; but through the efforts of
Elfledo, the business flourished. Other than this trucking business, Elfledo, together
with respondent, engaged in other business ventures. Thus, they were able to buy
real properties and to put up their own car assembly and repair business. When
Norberto was ambushed and killed on July 16, 1993, the trucking business started
to falter. When Elfledo died on May 18, 1995 due to a heart attack, respondent
talked to Jimmy and to the heirs of Norberto, as she could no longer run the
business. Jimmy suggested that three out of the nine trucks be given to him as his
share, while the other three trucks be given to the heirs of Norberto. However,
Norberto's wife, Paquita Uy, was not interested in the vehicles. Thus, she sold the
same to respondent, who paid for them in installments.

Respondent also alleged that when Jose died in 1981, he left no known assets, and
the partnership with Jimmy and Norberto ceased upon his demise. Respondent also
stressed that Jose left no properties that Elfledo could have held in trust.
Respondent maintained that all the properties involved in this case were purchased
and acquired through her and her husband's joint efforts and hard work, and
without any participation or contribution from petitioners or from Jose. Respondent
submitted that these are conjugal partnership properties; and thus, she had the
right to refuse to render an accounting for the income or profits of their own
business.

Trial on the merits ensued. On April 12, 2004, the RTC rendered its decision in favor
of petitioners, thus:

WHEREFORE, premises considered, judgment is hereby rendered:
 

1) Ordering the partition of the above-mentioned properties equally
between the plaintiffs and heirs of Jose Lim and the defendant Juliet
Villa-Lim; and

 

2) Ordering the defendant to submit an accounting of all incomes, profits
and rentals received by her from said properties.

 

SO ORDERED.
 

Aggrieved, respondent appealed to the CA.
 



On June 29, 2005, the CA reversed and set aside the RTC's decision, dismissing
petitioners' complaint for lack of merit. Undaunted, petitioners filed their Motion for
Reconsideration,[5] which the CA, however, denied in its Resolution[6] dated May 8,
2006.

Hence, this Petition, raising the sole question, viz.:

IN THE APPRECIATION BY THE COURT OF THE EVIDENCE SUBMITTED BY
THE PARTIES, CAN THE TESTIMONY OF ONE OF THE PETITIONERS BE
GIVEN GREATER WEIGHT THAN THAT BY A FORMER PARTNER ON THE
ISSUE OF THE IDENTITY OF THE OTHER PARTNERS IN THE
PARTNERSHIP?[7]

In essence, petitioners argue that according to the testimony of Jimmy, the sole
surviving partner, Elfledo was not a partner; and that he and Norberto entered into
a partnership with Jose. Thus, the CA erred in not giving that testimony greater
weight than that of Cresencia, who was merely the spouse of Jose and not a party
to the partnership.[8]

 

Respondent counters that the issue raised by petitioners is not proper in a petition
for review on certiorari under Rule 45 of the Rules of Civil Procedure, as it would
entail the review, evaluation, calibration, and re-weighing of the factual findings of
the CA. Moreover, respondent invokes the rationale of the CA decision that, in light
of the admissions of Cresencia and Edison and the testimony of respondent, the
testimony of Jimmy was effectively refuted; accordingly, the CA's reversal of the
RTC's findings was fully justified.[9]

 

We resolve first the procedural matter regarding the propriety of the instant Petition.
 

Verily, the evaluation and calibration of the evidence necessarily involves
consideration of factual issues -- an exercise that is not appropriate for a petition for
review on certiorari under Rule 45. This rule provides that the parties may raise only
questions of law, because the Supreme Court is not a trier of facts. Generally, we
are not duty-bound to analyze again and weigh the evidence introduced in and
considered by the tribunals below.[10] When supported by substantial evidence, the
findings of fact of the CA are conclusive and binding on the parties and are not
reviewable by this Court, unless the case falls under any of the following recognized
exceptions:

 

(1) When the conclusion is a finding grounded entirely on speculation,
surmises and conjectures;

 

(2) When the inference made is manifestly mistaken, absurd or
impossible;

 

(3) Where there is a grave abuse of discretion;
 

(4) When the judgment is based on a misapprehension of facts;
 



(5) When the findings of fact are conflicting;

(6) When the Court of Appeals, in making its findings, went beyond the
issues of the case and the same is contrary to the admissions of both
appellant and appellee;

(7) When the findings are contrary to those of the trial court;

(8) When the findings of fact are conclusions without citation of specific
evidence on which they are based;

(9) When the facts set forth in the petition as well as in the petitioners'
main and reply briefs are not disputed by the respondents; and

(10) When the findings of fact of the Court of Appeals are premised on
the supposed absence of evidence and contradicted by the evidence on
record.[11]

We note, however, that the findings of fact of the RTC are contrary to those of the
CA. Thus, our review of such findings is warranted.

 

On the merits of the case, we find that the instant Petition is bereft of merit.
 

A partnership exists when two or more persons agree to place their money, effects,
labor, and skill in lawful commerce or business, with the understanding that there
shall be a proportionate sharing of the profits and losses among them. A contract of
partnership is defined by the Civil Code as one where two or more persons bind
themselves to contribute money, property, or industry to a common fund, with the
intention of dividing the profits among themselves.[12]

 

Undoubtedly, the best evidence would have been the contract of partnership or the
articles of partnership. Unfortunately, there is none in this case, because the alleged
partnership was never formally organized. Nonetheless, we are asked to determine
who between Jose and Elfledo was the "partner" in the trucking business.

 

A careful review of the records persuades us to affirm the CA decision. The evidence
presented by petitioners falls short of the quantum of proof required to establish
that: (1) Jose was the partner and not Elfledo; and (2) all the properties acquired by
Elfledo and respondent form part of the estate of Jose, having been derived from
the alleged partnership.

 

Petitioners heavily rely on Jimmy's testimony. But that testimony is just one piece of
evidence against respondent. It must be considered and weighed along with
petitioners' other evidence vis-à-vis respondent's contrary evidence. In civil cases,
the party having the burden of proof must establish his case by a preponderance of
evidence. "Preponderance of evidence" is the weight, credit, and value of the
aggregate evidence on either side and is usually considered synonymous with the
term "greater weight of the evidence" or "greater weight of the credible evidence."
"Preponderance of evidence" is a phrase that, in the last analysis, means probability
of the truth. It is evidence that is more convincing to the court as worthy of belief


