
February 10, 1998

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
THE PHILIPPINES AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA REGARDING THE TREATMENT OF UNITED
STATES ARMED FORCES VISITING THE PHILIPPINES

  
PREAMBLE

The Government of the Republic of the Philippines and the Government of the
United States of America,

Reaffirming their faith in the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations and their desire to strengthen international and regional security in the
Pacific area;

Reaffirming their obligations under the Mutual Defense Treaty of August 30, 1951;

Noting that from time to time elements of the United States armed forces may visit
the Republic of the Philippines;

Considering that cooperation between the Republic of the Philippines and the United
States promotes their common security interests;

Recognizing the desirability of defining the treatment of United States personnel
visiting the Republic of the Philippines;

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE I
 DEFINITIONS

As used in this Agreement. "United States personnel" means United States military
and civilian personnel temporarily in the Philippines in connection with activities
approved by the Philippine Government. Within this definition:

1. The term "military personnel" refers to military members of the United States
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and Coast Guard.

2. The term "civilian personnel" refers to individuals who are neither nationals of nor
ordinarily resident in the Philippines and who are employed by the United States
armed forces or who are accompanying the United States armed forces, such as
employees of the American Red Cross and the United Services Organization.

ARTICLE II
 RESPECT FOR LAW

It is the duty of the United States personnel to respect the laws of the Republic of
the Philippines and to abstain from any activity inconsistent with the spirit of this
agreement, and, in particular, from any political activity in the Philippines. The
Government of the United States shall take all measures within its authority to
ensure that this is done.



ARTICLE III
ENTRY AND DEPARTURE

1. The Government of the Philippines shall facilitate the admission of United States
personnel and their departure from the Philippines in connection with activities
covered by this agreement.

2. United States military personnel shall be exempt from passport and visa
regulations upon entering and departing the Philippines.

3. The following documents only, which shall be presented on demand, shall be
required in respect of United States military personnel who enter the Philippines:

(a) personal identity card issued by the appropriate United States
authority showing full name, date of birth, rank or grade and service
number (if any), branch of service and photograph; and

(b) individual or collective document issued by the appropriate United
States authority, authorizing the travel or visit and identifying the
individual or group as United States military personnel.

(c) the commanding officer of a military aircraft or vessel shall present a
declaration of health, and when required by the cognizant representative
of the Government of the Philippines, shall conduct a quarantine
inspection and will certify that the aircraft or vessel is free from
quarantinable diseases. Any quarantine inspection of United States
aircraft or United States vessels or cargoes thereon shall be conducted by
the United States commanding officer in accordance with the
international health regulations as promulgated by the World Health
Organization, and mutually agreed procedures.

4. United States civilian personnel shall be exempt from visa requirements but shall
present, upon demand, valid passports upon entry and departure of the Philippines.

5. If the Government of the Philippines has requested the removal of any United
States personnel from its territory, the United States authorities shall be responsible
for receiving the person concerned within its own territory or otherwise disposing of
said person outside of the Philippines.

ARTICLE IV
 DRIVING AND VEHICLE REGISTRATION

1. Philippine authorities shall accept as valid, without test or fee, a driving permit or
license issued by the appropriate United States authority to United States personnel
for the operation of military or official vehicles.

2. Vehicles owned by the Government of the United States need not be registered,
but shall have appropriate markings.

ARTICLE V
 CRIMINAL JURISDICTION

1. Subject to the provisions of this article:

(a) Philippine authorities shall have jurisdiction over United States
personnel with respect to offenses committed within the Philippines and



punishable under the law of the Philippines.

(b) United States military authorities shall have the right to exercise
within the Philippines all criminal and disciplinary jurisdiction conferred
on them by the military law of the United States over United States
personnel in the Philippines.

2. (a) Philippine authorities exercise exclusive jurisdiction over United States
personnel with respect to offenses, including offenses relating to the security of the
Philippines, punishable under the laws of the Philippines, but not under the laws of
the United States.

(b) United States authorities exercise exclusive jurisdiction over United
States personnel with respect to offenses, including offenses relating to
the security of the United States, punishable under the laws of the United
States, but not under the laws of the Philippines.

(c) For the purposes of this paragraph and paragraph 3 of this article, an
offense relating to security means:

(1) treason;

(2) sabotage, espionage or violation of any law relating to national defense.

3. In cases where the right to exercise jurisdiction is concurrent, the following rules
shall apply:

(a) Philippine authorities shall have the primary right to exercise
jurisdiction over all offenses committed by United States personnel,
except in cases provided for in paragraphs 1 (b), 2 (b), and 3 (b) of this
Article.

(b) United States military authorities shall have the primary right to
exercise jurisdiction over United States personnel subject to the military
law of the United States in relation to:

(1) offenses solely against the property or security of the
United States or offenses solely against the property or person
of United States personnel; and

(2) offenses arising out of any act or omission done in
performance of official duty.

(c) The authorities of either government may request the authorities of
the other government to waive their primary right to exercise jurisdiction
in a particular case.

(d) Recognizing the responsibility of the United States military authorities
to maintain good order and discipline among their forces. Philippine
authorities will, upon request by the United States, waive their primary
right to exercise jurisdiction except in cases of particular importance to
the Philippines. If the Government of the Philippines determines that the
case is of particular importance, it shall communicate such determination
to the United States authorities within twenty (20) days after the
Philippine authorities receive the United States request.


