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[ BFAD MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO. 4, s. 1994,
April 11, 1994 ]

AMENDMENT OF MC NO. 1 S. 1994 COMPLIANCE WITH THE IRR
OF THE SENIOR CITIZENS ACT

Memo Circular No. 1, s. 1994 is hereby amended to read as follows:
 

Rule V (D) states:
 

"A senior citizen is entitled to a minimum of twenty percent (20%)
discount in the purchase of medicine for his personal use and according
to his personal needs."

a.   A senior citizen to avail of the 20% discount shall present a prescription by a
professional medical practitioner for both prescription or non-prescription (over-the-
counter or OTC Drugs). The rationale for requiring doctor's prescription even for OTC
drugs is to curb the possible abuse of the privilege when there is no effective control
mechanism and to substantiate claims for tax credit to the BIR.

 

All the usual details required in the doctor's prescription must be indicated such as
the name of the doctor, his PTR No., patient's name, generic name of the medicine
prescribed, etc.

 

Only prescriptions which comply fully with the Generics Law shall be honored.
 

Senior citizens who cannot afford the consultation fee of a private doctor could
consult at their government health center/hospital and get a prescription free of
charge.

 

b.  Any single dispensing should not be more than one (1) week's supply. However,
for convenience the prescribing physician may indicate the number of times that a
prescription can be refilled, up to a maximum of one month supply.

 

c.   Whether or not the medicine prescribed is a prescription or OTC drug, the name,
address, national I.D. No. of the senior citizen, the generic name of the
drug/medicine, and No. of units dispensed shall be recorded in a special record book
for Senior Citizens Discount provided under R.A. 7432.

 

For this purpose, drugstores are required to maintain only one registered record
book which shall be subject to inspection by both the BFAD and BIR.

 

d.  For partial filling, the drugstore pharmacist will indicate the quantity partially
filled in the special record book and the unfilled balance on the prescription. The


