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RULES IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF REGULATION I/6 OF THE
PHILIPPINE MERCHANT MARINE RULES AND REGULATIONS
(PMMRR) 1997 AND IN THE CONDUCT OF UNDERWATER
SURVEYS FOR CLASSED PASSENGER AND CARGO OR
COMBINATION CARGO-PASSENGER VESSELS AND NON-CLASSED
PASSENGER AND CARGO VESSELS

In order to maintain and strengthen maritime safety and pursuant to the pertinent
provisions of Regulation I/6 of the PMMRR, please be informed that the Maritime
Industry Board (MARINA Board) in its Special Board Meeting on 11 June 1999,
approved the following rules in the conduct of underwater surveys as a requirement
for the extension/s of the Certificate of Inspection:

I
Scope

These rules shall apply to vessel's inspection, dry-docking and issue of certificates
required under Regulation I/6 of the PMMRR 1997.

II
Definitions:

1. UNDERWATER HULL SURVEY — an inspection/survey of the ship's integral parts
which are below waterline while the ship is in afloat position and maybe undertaken
either of the following:

1.A Underwater Photographic Survey — primarily performed with the use of still
photography prior to underwater hull cleaning and/or repairs of some sections/parts
of the ship.

1.B Underwater Video Survey with CCTV — an underwater video survey with a
closed circuit television (CCTV) and topside monitor recorded on National Television
Systems Committee (NTSC).

2. THICKNESS GAUGING APPARATUS — an instrument used to determine the
thickness of the shell plating of a ship.

3. CLASSED SHIPS — ships of commerce which are assigned the character by a
classification society, depending on the design of the ship, the quality of materials
employed, the scantlings of the various structural members, and the outfit and
equipment, all of which should be up to the standard specified by the society's rules.
To ensure that the condition and seaworthiness are maintained, classed ships are
examined periodically by the class surveyors and the continuance of the class



depends upon the surveyors' report and recommendation.

4. NON-CLASSED SHIPS — ships other than that as defined in classed ships but are
nevertheless inspected by the safety engineer of the Administration which found
them to comply with standards of safety and seaworthiness for the services they are
intended.

5. ANNIVERSARY DATE — means the day and month of each year, which
corresponds to the date of expiry of the relevant certificate.

6. AFLOAT SURVEY — a ship survey conducted on a ship whilst in afloat condition.

7. DRYDOCKING — is a condition in which a ship is taken out of water for cleaning
and repair of hull, rudder, propeller, sea valves and sea chests.

8. CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTION — means a certificate issued after inspection and
survey by MARINA ship inspectors or by MARINA-accredited marine underwater
surveyors to ships engaged in voyages in Philippine waters after complying with the
PMMRR '97 and other safety rules issued subsequently thereto.

9. INTERIM CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTION — means a certificate issued to extend
the validity of the Certificate of Inspection after a favorable result of the afloat and
underwater survey/inspection by MARINA ship inspectors and/or MARINA-
accredited marine underwater surveyors in accordance with the PMMRR '97 and
under this circular.

II1
Policy Guidelines

A. GENERAL

a. No Interim Certificate Inspection (ICI) shall be issued unless the conditions
herein imposed have been complied with.

b. Underwater survey is not intended to replace the mandatory drydocking
requirement imposed under the PMMRR 97.

c. Underwater surveys shall be conducted only by a MARINA accredited
underwater surveying company/ies/entity/ies.

d. Underwater surveys shall be imposed in the extension of the Certificate of
Inspection.

e. MARINA requires Photographic, Video and Underwater Ultrasonic Thickness
Gauging in the conduct of the underwater survey as required in Section 1V,
1.5.1 (classed passenger carrying vessels); 1.5.2. (classed cargo vessels); and
2.1.6 (non-classed passenger vessels).

f. The MARINA in selected cases recognizes the drydocking schedules of classed
ships required by classification societies without prejudice to the exercise of its
plenary power. For this purpose, shipowners/bareboat charterers/ship
managers shall always provide the MARINA a copy each of the latest STATUS



of CLASS SURVEYS DUE for reference and records.

g. MARINA shall enforce the drydocking schedules for non-classed ships in
accordance with the PMMRR 1997, and under these rules.

h. The conduct of the underwater survey/inspection shall be performed on water
with a visibility of 80% and shall be conducted in a way as not to disrupt the
vessel's operations.

i. The Interim Certificate of Inspection (ICI) issued under these rules shall have
a validity of six (6) months and can only be extended for a maximum of six (6)
months (for classed vessels), provided that the result of the afloat inspection
and underwater survey/inspection required for the extension will be
satisfactory.

j. MARINA as the Administration shall exercise its prerogative to supervise the
conduct of the underwater survey by the MARINA -accredited marine
underwater surveying company/ies/entity/ies whenever the circumstances so
warrant.

k. Vessels which are cargo-passenger carrying shall comply with the
requirements for passenger ships.

l. The latest shell expansion plan shall be submitted to MARINA for evaluation.

I\
Specific Guidelines

1. CLASSED VESSELS

1.1 Ships «classed by a classification society recognized by the
Administration shall be class-maintained and drydocked in accordance
with the schedule prescribed by the rules of the said classification
society.

1.2 No extension of drydocking is allowed beyond the two (2) mandatory
drydockings.

1.3 Passenger ships shall undergo underwater survey on the first
anniversary of last drydock by recognized underwater surveying
company. If the result of the underwater survey is favorable, a CI for
one (1) year will be issued.

1.4 A vessel may be issued an ICI for a maximum period of six (6) months
and shall be assessed the corresponding fees for the whole six (6)
months equivalent to the aggregate amount if issued on a monthly
basis. The charges to be paid for ICI issuance shall include the charges
for survey/inspection, if required.

1.5 The following schedules must be observed:

1.5.1. FOR PASSENGER SHIPS



