
507 Phil. 417 

THIRD DIVISION

[ A.M. NO. P-05-2076 [FORMERLY OCA I.P.I NO.
03-1692-P], September 21, 2005 ]

ATTY. ELENITA GC. QUINSAY, COMPLAINANT, VS. JAY C.
AVELLANEDA, UTILITY WORKER I, REGIONAL TRIAL COURT,

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT, SAN FERNANDO CITY,
PAMPANGA, RESPONDENT. 

  
R E S O L U T I O N

CARPIO-MORALES, J.:

Herein respondent Jay C. Avellaneda, Utility Worker I of the Regional Trial Court of
San Fernando City (RTC-San Fernando City), filed a Philhealth claim through Dr.
Ofelia Mendoza.

In support of his claim, respondent submitted Philhealth Form 1[1] which appeared
to have been certified by RTC San Fernando City Clerk of Court Atty. Elenita GC.
Quinsay, herein complainant, and a copy of his marriage contract[2] to one Veronica
Gloria which showed that it was solemnized by a Judge Adelaida G. Mendoza of RTC-
San Fernando City on January 28, 1999.

Apparently on Dr. Mendoza's request, her counsel Atty. Dennis C. Pangan sent a
letter to complainant, which she received on September 3, 2002, requesting for a
copy of respondent's personal data sheet and a certification whether his marriage
was solemnized "in [her] jurisdiction on the date mentioned."

Acting on Atty. Pangan's letter-request, complainant, by letter[3] dated September
6, 2002, relayed to him the following information: 

1) ON THE PHILHEALTH FORM I – The Philhealth Form I
submitted to your client by Mr. Jay Avellaneda has never
been presented to the undersigned for endorsement and
certification, neither the data contained therein were
certified true and correct by the undersigned, thus, the
signature appearing at the lower portion of the claim form
I above the type-written name ELENITA GC QUINSAY was
not her signature; the undersigned was on offset period
from August 20-23, 2002 and therefore not physically
present on said dates to affix her signature on any
document particularly on Mr. Avellaneda's application for
Philhealth benefit claim x x x

 
2) ON THE CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE – No Judge by the

name of Adelaida G. Mendoza has ever been
assigned/appointed in the Regional Trial Court of San
Fernando, Pampanga, hence, no marriage could have been



solemnized by one such Judge in our Jurisdiction more
particularly the marriage between Jay Avellaneda and
Veronica Gloria who alleged to have been married on
January 28, 1999;  a verification of our collection/filing fee
books and official receipts issued for the month of January
1999 reveal the (sic) no marriage fee was paid under date
of January 28, 1999 for the solemnization of the marriage
between Jay Avellaneda and Veronica Gloria; also, a
verification from the Local Civil Registrar of the City of San
Fernando (P) disclosed that their office has no record of
marriage between Jay Avellaneda and Veronica Gloria x x x

3) ON THE CERTIFICATE OF EMPLOYMENT – The certification
issued by Hon. ADELAIDA ALA-MEDINA as to the status of
employment of Mr. Jay Avellaneda was found to be
authentic.

4) ON THE GSIS CERTIFICATE OF MEMBERSHIP – The
certification issued by Atty. Leticia L. Nicolas for the
authentication of Mr. Avellaneda's membership with the
GSIS is also authentic.

5) ON THE PERSONAL DATA SHEET – Mr. Jay Avellaneda did
not submita copy of his personal data sheet to the Office of
the Clerk of Court because he was detailed to RTC Branch
48 during the time the said personal datasheet was
required for submission.  Branch 48 do[es] not have a
copy either.  (Underscoring supplied)

Meanwhile, on April 21, 2003, this Court issued the following Resolution in A.M. No.
03-3-165-RTC, a case priorly filed by complainant against respondent, for Absence
Without Official Leave (AWOL): 

 
Considering the Office of the Court Administrator's Report dated February
21, 2002, the Court Resolved: 

 

(a) to WITHHOLD the salaries and benefits of Mr. Jay
Avellaneda;

 
(b) to DROP his name from the rolls for having been

absent without official leave since September 2,
2002; and

 
(c) to DECLARE his position VACANT. (Italics in the

original; emphasis and underscoring supplied)

The Philhealth Regional Office in San Fernando City, Pampanga later furnished
complainant, on her request by letter[4] dated June 2, 2003, authenticated copies of
the marriage contract and the Philhealth Form 1 which respondent submitted.

 

By verified letter-complaint,[5] dated June 2, 2003 now the subject of the present



resolution, duly endorsed[6] by Executive Judge Adelaida Ala Medina of RTC-San
Fernando City, complainant charged respondent with "Falsification under Article 171
of the Revised Penal Code also constituting Gross Dishonesty, Gross Misconduct and
Conduct Highly Prejudicial to the Best Interest of the Service," allegedly committed
as follows: 

1) Counterfeiting or imitating the signature of the undersigned in
the Philhealth Form I which he utilized in claiming benefits
from Philhealth; there is an actual attempt to counterfeit or
feign the signature/handwriting of the undersigned such that
anyone would mistake it for her signature;  or inducing others
to sign the name of the undersigned and made it appear
falsely that undersigned was a real party in the Philhealth
Form I, when as a matter of fact she did not participate in any
manner whatever in the transaction.  (Art. 171, par. 1 RPC);

 
2) Using falsified documents with intent to cause damage (par. 3,

Art. 172)
 

3) Causing it to appear that undersigned participated in the act
of certifying the data contained in his application for Philhealth
benefit claim;  or inducing others to sign the names of the
third persons to the Philhealth Form I and the Marriage
Contract even without attempting to imitate the genuine
signatures and making it appear that persons who took no
part in solemnizing the marriage and certifying the documents
had taken part therein.  (Art. 171, par. 2);

 
4) Securing a marriage contract form filling the blanks therein

with fictitious names and signing or causing to be signed the
fictitious names. (Art 171, par. 2)

 
5) Making the untruthful statement in his application for

Philhealth benefit claim; or making false statement in his
application for Philhealth Form I and marriage contract
connected with the claim by causing it to appear that certain
persons participated therein knowing that in this application
he has the duty to disclose the truth regarding his personal
circumstances or violating his duty to disclose the truth with a
wrongful intent to injure third person thereby affecting the
integrity of the documents and changing its [e]ffect (Art. 171
par. 4).

In support of her complaint, complainant submitted the following documents: 
 

1) photocopy of respondent's Philhealth Form 1
2) photocopy of respondent's marriage contract
3) Atty. Pangan's letter dated September 3, 2002
4) specimen signature of complainant[7]

5) complainant's letter to Philhealth dated June 2, 2003
6) Certification from the Office of the City Civil Registrar of

San Fernando, Pampanga[8]

7) photocopy of respondent's Statement of Assets and
Liabilities for the year 2002[9]


