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PREAMBLE

The contracting Governments, recognizing the usefulness of international
cooperation in controlling pests and diseases of plants and plant products and in
preventing their introduction and spread across national boundaries, and desiring to
ensure close co-ordination of measures directed to these ends, have agreed as
follows:

ARTICLE I

PURPOSE AND RESPONSIBILITY

1. With the purpose of securing common and effective action to prevent the
introduction and spread of pests and diseases of plants and plant products and to
promote measures for their control, the contracting Governments undertake to
adopt the legislative, technical and administrative, technical and administrative
measures specified in this Convention and in supplementary agreements pursuant to
Article III.

2. Each contracting Government shall assume responsibility for the fulfillment within
its territories of all requirements under this Convention.

ARTICLE II

SCOPE

1. For the purposes of this Convention the term "plants" shall comprise living plants
and parts thereof, including seeds in so far as the supervision of their importation
under Article VI of the Convention or the issue of phytosanitary certificates in
respect of them under Articles IV (i), (a), (iv) and V of this Convention may be
deemed necessary by contracting Governments; and the term "plant products" shall
comprise unmanufactured and milled material of plant origin, including seeds in so
far as they are not included in the term "plants."

2. The provisions of this Convention may be deemed by contracting Governments to
extend to storage places, containers, conveyances, packing material and
accompanying media of all sorts including soil involved in the international
transportation of plants and plant products.



ARTICLE III

SUPPLEMENTARY AGREEMENTS

1. Supplementary agreements applicable to specific regions, to specific pests or
diseases, to specific plants and plant products, to specific methods of international
transportation of plants and plant products, or otherwise supplementing the
provisions of this Convention, may be proposed by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (hereinafter referred to as "FAO") on the
recommendation of a contracting Government or on its own initiative, to meet
special problems of plant protection which need particular attention or action.

2. Any such supplementary agreements shall come into force for each contracting
Government after acceptance in accordance with the provisions of the FAO
Constitution and Rules of Procedure.

ARTICLE IV

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR PLANT PROTECTION

1. Each contracting Government shall make provision, as soon as possible and to
the best of its ability, for

(a) an official plant protection organization, with the following main
functions:

(i) the inspection of growing plants, of areas under cultivation
(including fields, plantations, nurseries, gardens and green
houses), and of plants and plant products in storage and in
transportation, particularly with the object of reporting the
existence, outbreak and spread of plant diseases and pests
and of controlling those pests and diseases;

(ii) The inspection of consignments of plants and plant
products moving in international traffic, and, as far as
practicable, the inspection of consignments of other articles or
commodities moving in international traffic under conditions
where they may act incidentally as carriers of pests and
diseases of plants and plant products, and the inspection, and
supervision of storage and transportation facilities of all kinds
involved in international traffic whether of plants and plant
products or of other commodities, particularly with the object
of preventing the dissemination across national boundaries of
pests and diseases of plants and plan products;

(iii) The disinfestation or disinfection of consignments of plants
and plant products moving in international traffic, and their
containers, storage places, or transportation facilities of all
kinds employed;

(iv) The issue of certificates relating to phytosanitary condition
and origin of consignments of plants and plant products
(hereinafter refer to as "phytosanitary certificates";



(b) the distribution of information within the country regarding the pests
and diseases of plants and plant products and the means of their
prevention and control;

(c) research and investigation in the field of plant protection.

2. Each contracting Government shall submit a description of the scope of its
national organization for plant protection and of changes in such organization to the
Director-General of FAO, who shall circulate such information to all contracting
Governments.

ARTICLE V

PHYTOSANITARY CERTIFICATES

1. Each contracting Government shall make arrangements for the issue of
phytosanitary certificates to accord with the plant protection regulations of other
contracting Governments, and in conformity with the following provisions:

(a) Inspection shall be carried out and certificates issued only by or
under the authority of technically qualified and duly authorized officers
and in such circumstances and with such knowledge and information
available to those officers that the authorities of importing countries may
accept such certificates with confidence as dependable documents.

(b) Each certificate covering material intended for planting or propagation
shall be as worded in the Annex to this Convention and shall include such
additional declarations as may be required by the importing country. The
model certificate may also be used for other plants or plant products
where appropriate and not inconsistent with the requirements of the
importing country.

(c) The certificates shall bear no alterations or erasures

2. Each contracting Government undertakes not to require consignments of plants
intended for planting or propagation imported into its territories to be accompanied
by phytosanitary certificates inconsistent with the model set out in the Annex to this
Convention.

ARTICLE VI

REQUIREMENTS IN RELATION TO IMPORTS

1. With the aim of preventing the introduction of diseases and pests of plants into
their territories, contracting Governments shall have full authority to regulate the
entry of plants and plant products and to this end, may:

(a) prescribe restrictions or requirements concerning the importation of
plants or plant products;

(b) prohibit the importation of particular plants or plant products, or of
particular consignments of plants or plant products;

(c) inspect or detain particular consignments of plants or plant products;



{d) treat, destroy or refuse entry to particular consignments of plants or
plant products, or require such consignments to be treated or destroyed.

2. In order to minimize interference with international trade, each contracting
Government undertakes to carry out the provisions referred to in paragraph 1 of this
Article in conformity with the following:

(a) Contracting Governments shall not, under their plant protection
legislation, take any of the measures specified in paragraph 1 of this
Article unless such measures are made necessary by phytosanitary
considerations.

{b) If a contracting Government prescribes any restrictions or
requirements concerning the importation of plants and plant products
into its territories, it shall publish the restrictions or requirements and
communicate them immediately to the plant protection services of other
contracting Governments and to FAO.

(c) If a contracting Government prohibits, under the provisions of its
plant protection legislation, the importation of any plants or plant
products, it shall publish its decision with reasons and shall immediately
inform the plant protection services of other contracting Governments
and FAO.

{d) If a contracting Government requires consignments of particular
plants or plant products to be imported only through specified points of
entry, such points shall be so selected as not unnecessarily to impede
international commerce. The contracting Government shall publish a list
of such points of entry and communicate it to the plant protection
services of other contracting Governments and to FAO. Such restrictions
on points of entry shall not be made unless the plants or plant products
concerned are required to be accompanied by phytosanitary certificates
or to be submitted to inspection or treatment.

(e) Any inspection by the plant protection service of a contracting
Government of consignments of plants offered for importation shall take
place s promptly as possible with due regard to the perishability of the
plants concerned. If any consignment is found not to conform to
requirements of the plant protection legislation of the importing country,
the plant protection service of the exporting country shall be informed. If
the consignment is destroyed, in whole or in part, an official report shall
be forwarded immediately to the plant protection service of the exporting
country.

(f) Contracting Governments shall make provisions which, without
endangering their own plant production, will reduce to a minimum the
number of cases in which a phytosanitary certificate is required on the
entry of plants or plant products not intended for planting, such as
cereals, fruits, vegetables and cut flowers,

(g) Contracting Governments may make provision for the importation for
purposes of scientific research of plants and plant products and of
specimens of plant pests and disease-causing organisms under conditions


