
August 08, 1967

DECLARATION BY THE FOREIGN MINISTERS OF INDONESIA,
MALAYSIA, PHILIPPINES, SINGAPORE AND THAILAND

ESTABLISHING THE ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH-EAST ASIAN
NATIONS

MULTILATERAL

Establishment of the Association of South-East Asian Nations

(ASEAN)

The Asean Declaration done in Bangkok 8 August 1967.

The Presidium Minister for Political Affairs/Minister for Foreign Affairs of Indonesia,
the Deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia, the Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the
Philippines, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Singapore and the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Thailand:

Mindful of the existence of mutual interests and common problems among the
countries of South-East Asia and convinced of the need to strengthen further the
existing bonds of regional solidarity and cooperation;

Desiring to establish a firm foundation for common action to promote regional
cooperation in South-East Asia in the spirit of equality and partnership and thereby
contribute towards peace, progress and prosperity in the region;

Conscious that in an increasingly interdependent world, the cherished ideals of
peace, freedom, social justice and economic well-being are best attained by
fostering good understanding, good neighborliness and meaningful cooperation
among the countries of the region already bound together by ties of history and
culture;

Considering that the countries of South-East Asia share a primary responsibility for
strengthening the economic and social stability of the region and ensuring their
peaceful and progressive national development, and that they are determined to
ensure their stability and security from external interference in any form or
manifestation in order to preserve their national identities in accordance with the
ideals and aspirations of their peoples;

Affirming that all foreign bases are temporary and remain only with the expressed
concurrence of the countries concerned and are not intended to be used directly or
indirectly to subvert the national independence and freedom of states in the area or
prejudice the orderly process of their national development;

DO HEREBY DECLARE:

FIRST, the establishment of an Association for Regional Cooperation among the
countries of South-East Asia to be known as the Association of South-East Asian
Nations (Asean).

SECOND that the aims and purposes of the Association shall be:


