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[ DENR ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 98-41, June
24, 1998 ]

GUIDELINES ON THE ESTABLISHMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF
COMMUNITY-BASED FOREST MANAGEMENT (CBFM) PROJECTS
WITHIN WATERSHED RESERVATIONS

Pursuant to EO 263™ adopting CBFM as the national strategy to promote sustainable

forest management and development, DAO 96-29™" or the CBFM Implementing
Rules and Regulations, consistent with RA 7586, otherwise known as the NIPAS Act,

Xk

as implemented by DAO 25 , S. 1992, this Administrative Order is issued to
provide guidelines on the establishment and management of CBFM Projects inside
watershed reservations.

SECTION 1. BASIC POLICY. 1t is the policy of the government to conserve, protect,
rehabilitate and develop forest watershed areas to ensure the sustainable production
of water for domestic, agricultural, industrial and other purposes. To achieve said
policy, watershed reservations are included as initial components of the National
Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS). Further, the government recognizes,
supports and promotes the rights and capacities of local communities, tenured
migrants and indigenous peoples to manage and natural resources on a sustainable
management principle. It has adopted the CBFM strategy for sustainable
development of these natural resources. Accordingly, the Department has
established CBFM and People-oriented Forestry Projects inside forestlands including
watershed reservations. The implementation of the CBFM strategy inside watershed
reservations must be according to the provisions of the NIPAS law. It must also be
consistent with the principles of multiple use, sustainable management and
biological diversity conservation.

SECTION 2. OBJECTIVES. The implementation of CBFM Projects inside watershed
reservations aims to:

2.1 Enhance the conservation, protection and rehabilitation of watershed
reservations to reduce soil erosion and sedimentation, improve water yield and
quality, and promote biological diversity.

2.2 Provide livelihood opportunities to local communities, tenured migrants and
indigenous peoples and enhance their socio-economic well being; and

2.3 Encourage support and active participation of local communities, tenured
migrants and indigenous peoples and strengthen their capabilities to manage
watershed resources on a sustainable basis.

SECTION 3. PROCEDURE IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF CBFM PROJECTS IN
WATERSHED RESERVATIONS.



3.1 CBFM projects may be established within watershed reservations provided that
the management of resources therein shall be according to the NIPAS Law and its
Implementing Rules and Regulations. The NIPAS Law respects and protects the
rights and interests of indigenous peoples and tenured migrants within protected
areas.

3.2 The procedure for implementing CBFM Projects inside watershed reservation
shall follow DAO 96-29 and related policies. Provided, that the appropriate Protected
Area Superintendent (PASU) and the Protected Area Management Board (PAMB)
shall be involved in all phases of the CBFM implementation.

3.3 The appropriate tenurial instrument shall be issued according to DAO 96-29,
provided that the PAMB endorses it.

3.4 The formulation of the Community Resource Management Framework (CRMF)
and Annual Work Plan (AWP) shall follow MC 97-12. Both CRMF and AWP must be
consistent with the Initial Protected Area Plan (IPAP), subject to revision upon
approval of the final management plan of the watershed reservation. Upon favorable
endorsement of the PAMB, the CRMF and the AWP shall be affirmed by both the
PASU and the CENRO concerned.

3.5 The PO shall implement the affirmed CRMF and AWP, assisted by the PASU, the
CENRO, the LGU concerned and the concerned agencies/entities.

3.6 The CENRO, the PASU, the LGU, the PAMB and PO shall jointly monitor the
implementation of the CRMF and the AWP. Results of the monitoring activity shall be
used as one of the bases for improving management plan implementation by the
PO.

SECTION 4. WATERSHED RESOURCES MANAGEMENT.

4.1 Community management of watershed resources shall include, but not be
limited to, the following strategies:

4.1.1 Protection of the CBFM area and the larger watershed reservation
from fire, encroachment, illegal logging and other forms of destruction;

4.1.2 Protection of primary forest and conservation of biological diversity;
4.1.3 Rehabilitation and reforestation of denuded areas; and

4.1.4 Promotion of land uses and practices that increase productivity and
conserve soil, water and other forest resources.

4.2 The development and utilization of watershed resources may be allowed in
management zones where such activities are permitted following DAO 25, s. 1992
and the affirmed CRMF. Priority shall be given to the development of the forest
resource base such as agro-forestry, plantation establishment and improvement of
existing forest stands, eco-tourism and other non-extractive activities, and
improvement of agriculture and other food production activities.



