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RULES AND REGULATIONS ON PET SHOPS

SECTION 1. BASIC POLICY AND OBJECTIVES

Pursuant to Section 2 of Republic Act 8485 known as the "Animal Welfare Act of the
Philippines" and in order to set forth the rules, regulations and processes for the
registration and accreditation of pet shops and other similar establishments,
including their operations/administrations, the following are hereby promulgated for
the information and guidance of all concerned.

The Basic Freedom of Animals are the following as adopted by Committee on Animal
Welfare and Animal Welfare Division: 

- Freedom from thirst, hunger and malnutrition; 
 - Freedom from physical discomfort and pain; 

 - Freedom from injury and disease; 
 - Freedom to conform to essential behavior patterns; and 

 - Freedom from fear and distress.

SECTION 2. DEFINITION OF TERMS

2.1 Animal Welfare Division refers to a division of the Bureau of Animal Industry
(BAI) which objective is to implement animal welfare in the Philippine by supervising
and regulating the establishment and operation of all facilities involving animals.

2.2 Pet Animals refer to domestic, domesticated and captive-bred animals intended
for protection, utility, companionship, therapy, values formation, and breeding.

2.3 Pet Shop refers to a fixed establishment primarily intended for the wholesale
and retail of various pet animals.

2.4 Pet Shop Veterinarian refers to a licensed veterinarian under service agreement
either on a full time or part time basis.

2.5 Wild Animals includes those that are directly captured from the wild.

SECTION 3. GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES QUALIFICATIONS/REGULATIONS FOR PET
SHOPS  

3.1 Pet shops shall have appropriate facilities to store/keep pet animals that are
offered for sale or trade: (See Appendix 1*) 3.2 Pet shops shall provide written
information to buyers on the proper care and handling of pet animals as well as an
Owner's Pledge on responsible ownership; (see Appendix 2*) and 3.3 Pet shops shall
develop procedures for emergencies.

SECTION 4. BASIC REQUIREMENTS FOR PET SHOPS  



4.1 Basic Facilities and Equipment

4.1.1 There shall be provisions for clean water and food. Environmental
enrichment facilities such as toys, transport carriers shall be made
available; perches appropriate to the size of the species shall be
provided. (See Appendix 3) 

4.1.2 Petshops shall have proper ventilation, hygiene and sanitation.

4.2 Owners, Staff and Pet Shop Veterinarians. 

4.2.1 Owners and staff shall have training on animal handling, care and
emergency procedures. They shall have knowledge of all the products
they are selling. 

4.2.2 Pet shop veterinarians shall provide a signed written program of
veterinary care. 

4.2.3 The pet shops for the purpose of animal behavior, feeding
management and environmental enrichment shall have a BAI-AWD
certified caretaker.

4.3 Disease Control and Daily Health Program 

4.3.1 Dead or sick animals must be removed from the display cages
immediately and the cages should be properly cleaned. 

4.3.2 The normal behavior of the animals shall not be curtailed. 

4.3.3 Only apparently healthy animals shall be sold. Upon selling the
animal, the owner should be advised to consult a veterinarian for
continuation of a health program.

SECTION 5. PRACTICES THAT NEED SPECIAL ATTENTION  

5.1 Dominant animals shall be segregated from submissive animals, (even of the
same species) to prevent stress and trauma.

5.2 Predator birds/mammals/reptiles shall be visually and physically segregated
from other non-predators.

5.3 The sale of birds e.g. sparrows or allowable birds shall be limited to pet shops
and marketplaces. They shall have proper ventilation and protection from the sun
and other harmful elements.

5.4 Pet shops as a matter of policy shall not sell animals for experimental/laboratory
purposes.

5.5 Puppies for sale shall be properly vaccinated and accompanied by appropriate
certificate.

5.6 The gadgets, paraphernalia, equipment used for the care, handling, training,
restraining, control of the animals and for other purposes should meet the approval
of the Animal Welfare Division, Bureau of Animal Industry, Department of
Agriculture.

SECTION 6. IDENTIFICATION OF ANIMALS  


