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[ BI MEMORANDUM ORDER NO. 9, July 26, 2007 ]

CONSTITUTING A LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION (LED) IN THE
BUREAU OF IMMIGRATION AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Immigration is “principal responsible for the administration
and enforcement of immigration, citizenship and alien admission and registration
laws in accordance with the provisions of the Philippine Immigration Act of 1940, as
amended,”

WHEREAS, with the Philippines assent to UN Conventions and Protocols on global
peace and security, as well as the passage of various legislations, notable the Anti-
Human Trafficking Act, the Migrant Workers Act, and the Human Security Act, the
Bureau of Immigration is mandated to assume various functions that require
intelligence-based enforcement operations;

WHEREAS, the existing organization structure of the BI is no longer responsible to
the expanding role of the agency;

WHEREAS, the Immigration Commissioner exercises “overall authority in matters
within the jurisdiction of the BI, including those relating to its operations, and
enforce all laws and regulations pertaining to it” (Section 29, Chapter 6, Book IV, EO
292);

WHEREAS, the Secretary of Justice exercises “supervision and control” over the
Bureau of Immigration (Section 39, Chapter 8, Book IV, EO 292);

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Book IV, Chapter 4, Section 20 (3) of
Executive Order No. 292, otherwise known as the Administrative Code of 1987, in
relation to Section 3 of C.A. 613, otherwise known as the Philippine Immigration Act
of 1940), as amended, the following are hereby ordered promulgated:

SECTION 1. Creation - There is hereby created and constituted in the
Bureau of Immigration, a LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION (LED) directly
under the Office of the Commissioner.

SECTION 2. Purpose and Objective - The LED aims to provide the
Commissioner with a unit of qualified and competent personnel and
operatives to perform security and immigration law enforcement
functions in relation to its mandate under the Philippine Immigration Act
of 1940, as amended.

It also seeks to enhance the Bureau’s capability in the investigation,
arrest/neutralization of, and counter intelligence operations against
suspected international terrorists, drug traffickers, human traffickers,
criminals, and other foreigners whose presence are deemed threats to
global peace and security or inimical to national interest, as well as those
who have violated the terms and conditions of their stay in the country.


