103 OG No. 44, 7076 (Oct. 29, 2007)

[ EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 651, August 07, 2007 ]

STRENGTHENING THE GRASSROOTS PROGRAM OF THE
PHILIPPINE SPORTS COMMISSION

WHEREAS, Section 13, Article 11 of the 1987 Constitution declares that the State
recognizes the vital role of the youth in nation-building and shall promote their
physical, moral, spiritual, intellectual and social well-being;

WHEREAS, Section 17, Article 11 of the 1987 Constitution states that the State shall
give priority to education, science and technology, arts, culture and sports to foster
patriotism and nationalism, accelerate social progress, and promote total human
liberation and development;

WHEREAS, in addition to the above principles, Section 10(1), Article XIV of the 1987
Constitution mandates that the State shall promote physical education and
encourage sports programs, league competitions, and amateur sports, including
training for international competitions, to foster self-discipline, teamwork, and
excellence for the development of a healthy and alert citizenry;

WHEREAS, Filipinos have excelled in international competitions in such sports as
boxing;

WHEREAS, the Philippines aspires to have at least one gold medal in the 2008
Beijing Olympics;

WHEREAS, studies made in the United States and Canada showed that children who
played chess performed better and received higher scores on standardized test for
both reading and math;

WHEREAS, the Medium Term Philippine Development Plan calls for strengthening
education in math, science and English;

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 6847 created the Philippine Sports Commission (PSC) to
carry out the above conditional policies and principles in coordination with the
various government departments and agencies and private entities;

WHEREAS, the PDC has a Grassroots Program to carry out the above programs;

Now, Therefore, I, Gloria M. Arroyo, President of the Republic of the Philippines, by
virtue of the powers vested in me by the law, do hereby order:

SECTION 1. The Grassroots Program of the PSC shall be strengthened to develop
potential gold medalists in the Olympics as well as to encourage children to play
chess so as to help their reading and math skills.



