EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 624

[ EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 624, May 21, 2007 ]

CREATING THE PRESIDENTIAL ANTI-SMUGGLING GROUP TO
APPREHEND, SEIZE, INVESTIGATE AND PROSECUTE ACTS
INVOLVING SMUGGLING, UNLAWFUL IMPORTATION AND OTHER
SIMILAR VIOLATIONS, AND PROVIDING MEASURES TO CURTAIL
SMUGGLING AND EXPEDITE SEIZURE PROCEEDINGS

WHEREAS, smuggling, unlawful importation and other similar violations continue to
undermine the national interest and security;

WHEREAS, the prevention of smuggling and other related fraudulent practices
against existing laws is one of the urgent concerns of the administration, an
essential requirement in fact, for the success of the government’s economic
reforms;

WHEREAS, the creation of a presidential body directly mandated and empowered to
investigate and prosecute smuggling and other unlawful importation is necessary to
effectively counteract this form of activities which are inimical to the economy;

WHEREAS, the Administrative Code of 1987 empowers the President with the
continuing authority to reorganize the Office of the President and to transfer
functions from one department or agency to another;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GLORIA MACAPAGAL ARROYO, President of the Republic of the
Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do hereby order:

SECTION 1. Creation of Presidential Anti-Smuggling Group. - There is hereby
created a Presidential Anti-Smuggling Group (PASG), under the control and
supervision of the Office of the President, principally to curtail smuggling, unlawful
importation and other similar acts.

SEC. 2. Composition. The PASG shall be composed of elements from the Philippine
National Police (PNP), Philippine Coast Guard (PCG), National Food Authority (NFA),
Philippine Maritime Authority (MARINA), Philippine Ports Authority (PPA), Philippine
Navy (PN), Bureau of Food and Drugs (BFAD), and Bureau of Customs (BOC), as
well as from other government agencies that may be needed by the PASG in the
performance of its functions, as determined by the Head of PASG.

The PASG shall be headed by a Presidential Assistant for Anti-Smuggling (with the
rank of Undersecretary) to be appointed by the President. He shall be assisted by an
Assistant Secretary to be appointed by the President, upon recommendation of the
Head of PASG.

SEC. 3. Scope/Jurisdiction. The operation of the PASG in the performance of its
functions is nationwide in scope.



SEC. 4. Powers and Functions. The PASG shall have the following powers and
functions:

1. To adopt appropriate measures in preventing smuggling and other similar acts in
violation of existing laws;

2. To effect searches, seizures and arrests in conformity with the provisions of the
Tariff and Customs Code of the Philippines, as amended, and other related laws;

3. To conduct intelligence and counter-intelligence activities on smuggling and other
unlawful importation, to include but not limited to, the monitoring of situations,
circumstances and/or activities of individual, groups and entities who are reasonably
believed to be involved in smuggling activities;

4. To enlist the assistance of any department, bureau, office or agency or any
instrumentality of the government, principally from the government agencies
mentioned in SEC. 2 of this Executive Order, including government-owned or
controlled corporations, to carry out its functions, including the use of their
respective personnel, facilities and resources if necessary;

5. To select and recruit personnel from the government agencies mentioned in SEC.
2 of this Executive Order, for assignment to the PASG, with the conformity of the
respective agencies concerned, which should not at any time be unreasonably
denied;

6. To secure copies of documents pertaining to the nature and particulars of the
commodity or goods subject of importation, i.e. quantity or volume, technical or
qualitative specifications, port of destination/estimated date of arrival in the
Philippines, among others, from government agencies concerned, including but not
limited to the BOC and the Bureau of Import Services, and also from non-
government sources like pre-shipment companies at the port of origin, and
commercial banks in accordance with existing laws, rules and regulations;

7. To conduct verification with the BOC of documents pertaining to payment of
duties and taxes of imported commodities and goods;

8. To inspect warehouses where seized commodities are stored to ensure that such
commodities are not being ferreted out or removed without proper documentation;
and

9. To suppress and prevent all other economic frauds, as may be directed by the
President.

SEC. 5. Acts Covered. The PASG shall be authorized and empowered to exercise its
functions in any or all acts involving the following:

a) Smuggling, illegal importation and customs fraud or other similar acts committed
by any individual, groups or any juridical person or entity; and

b) Other cases of violations of the Tariff and Customs Code, as amended, and
related laws, pertinent provisions of the Revised Penal Code, as amended, as well as
violations of other pertinent laws, rules and regulations.

SEC. 6. Organization/Support. The PASG shall organize the technical, administrative
and special services staffs from among the personnel assigned or detailed to it



