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[ EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 883, May 28, 2010 ]

GRANTING CAREER SERVICE OFFICER RANK TO LAWYERS IN
THE GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE SERVICE, AND OTHER PURPOSES

WHEREAS, Presidential Decree (PD) No. 1 provides that members of the Career
Executive Service (CES) shall be classified according to rank based on broad levels
of responsibility, personal qualifications and demonstrated competence;

WHEREAS, Section 7, Chapter 2, Subtitle A, Title I, Book V of the Administrative
Code provides that positions in the CES are characterized by entrance based on
merit and fitness determined by competitive examination or based on highly
technical qualifications;

WHEREAS, The law profession is a specialized and highly technical field, the
practice of which requires the completion of all prescribed courses in a four (4) year
graduate law program at a law school or university officially approved and
recognized by the Secretary of Education, as well as successfully passing the bar
examinations conducted by the Supreme Court;

WHEREAS, Republic Act (RA) No. 1080 recognizes the bar examinations as civil
service examinations for purposes of appointment in the classified service, without
distinction as to whether the degree programs relative thereto are undergraduate or
graduate in nature;

WHEREAS, EO 400 series of 1997 and EO 696 series of 1981, as amended by EO
771 series of 1982, grant CES Officer (CESO) rank to government personnel who
successfully complete certain graduate programs, such as Masters in Public Safety
Administration (MPSA) and Masters in National Security Administration (MNSA);

WHEREAS, government personnel who obtained graduate degrees in law and
successfully passed the bar examinations, particularly those occupying legal
positions in the executive service, equally deserve the grant of CESO rank or similar
benefits;

WHEREAS, Section 8, Chapter 2, Subtitle A, Title I, Book V of the Administrative
Code provides that entrance to the CES shall be prescribed by the Career Executive
Service Board (CESB), an agency created under the Integrated Reorganization Plan
of the Executive Branch;

WHEREAS, under Article VII of the Constitution, executive power shall be vested in
the President, who shall be control and supervision of all executive departments,
bureaus and offices.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, President of the Republic
of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested in me by law, do hereby order:


