H. No. 1517 / 48 OG No. 9, 3797 (September, 1952)

[ REPUBLIC ACT NO. 809, June 22, 1952 ]

AN ACT TO REGULATE THE RELATIONS AMONG PERSONS
ENGAGED IN THE SUGAR INDUSTRY

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in
Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. In the absence of written milling agreements between the majority of
planters and the millers of sugar-cane in any milling district in the Philippines, the
unrefined sugar produced in that district from the milling by any sugar central of the
sugar-cane of any sugar-cane planter or plantation owner, as well as all by-products
and derivatives thereof, shall be divided between them as follows:

Sixty per centum for the planter, and forty per centum for the central in any milling
district the maximum actual production of which is not more than four hundred
thousand piculs: Provided, That the provisions of this section shall not apply to
sugar centrals with an actual production of less than one hundred fifty thousand
piculs.

Sixty-two and one-half per centum for the planter, and thirty-seven and one-half per
centum for the central in any milling district the maximum actual production of
which exceeds four hundred thousand piculs but does not exceed six hundred
thousand piculs;

Sixty-five per centum for the planter, and thirty-five per centum for the central in
any milling district the maximum actual production of which exceeds six hundred
thousand piculs but does not exceed nine hundred thousand piculs;

Sixty-seven and one-half per centum for the planter, and thirty-two and one-half per
centum for the central in any milling district the maximum actual production of
which exceeds nine hundred thousand piculs but does not exceed one million two
hundred thousand piculs;

Seventy per centum for the planter, and thirty per centum for the central in any
milling district the maximum actual production of which exceeds one million two
hundred thousand piculs.

By actual production is meant the total production of the mill for the crop year
immediately preceding.

SEC. 2. The share of the planter fixed in section one of this Act shall not be
diminished directly or indirectly by deductions for cost of storage, transportation,

and other facilities incidental to the milling process.

SEC. 3. Neither the enforcement of this Act nor anything contained herein shall be



deemed sufficient and just can for the reduction of the wages of workers employed
h sugar centrals, for the withdrawal or cancellation of any benefits, facilities,
privileges, or other concessions heretofore granted to them, or for the temporary
lay-off or permanent dismissal of any of the said workers.

The provisions of Commonwealth Act Numbered One hundred and three, and the
Rules of the Court of Industrial Relations promulgated thereunder, shall be made
applicable to such actions.

SEC. 4. In the event that any central shall be unable to arrive at a milling
agreement with a majority of the planters affiliated with it, and shall refuse to mill
the sugar-cane of such planters in the absence of such an agreement, the President
of the Philippines shall issue a proclamation declaring that, in the interest of the
national welfare, the Government of the Philippines has taken over the central
concerned, and thereupon the central shall be operated in the name and under the
authority of the Government by an administrator to be appointed in the court
proceeding provided for in section seven of this Act.

SEC. 5. In the absence of a milling agreement with the central as referred to in
section one hereof, and the planter or plantation owner shall refuse or shall neglect
to plant more than two-thirds of his lands previously under cultivation to sugar-
cane, unless it shall be for the causes set forth in section four of this Act, the
President of the Philippines, in order to avoid a deficiency or delinquency of the
national quota, shall issue a proclamation similar to that provided for in the next
preceding section, and thereupon an administrator to administer and operate the
plantation in the name and under the authority of the Government, shall be
appointed in the court proceeding provided for in section seven of this Act.

SEC. 6. The proclamation provided for in the next two preceding sections shall not
be issued unless the prevention-interruption, or cessation of the milling of sugar by
the central concerned, or unless the refusal or neglect of the cultivation of sugar-
cane by the planter concerned, shall in the judgment of the President, lead to a
deficiency or delinquency in the filling of the entire national quota for any particular
year.

The operation of the central or the administration of the plantation in the name and
under the authority of the Government shall continue as long as the central or the
planter shall refuse to mill or to cultivate sugar-cane in the absence of an agreement
and as long as such refusal shall lead to the deficiency or delinquency fixed in the
next preceding paragraph.

SEC. 7. Upon the issuance of the presidential proclamation, the Solicitor General
shall file a petition before the Court of First Instance of the province where the
central or plantation concerned is situated, praying the court to appoint an
administrator for the said central or plantation, as well as to ascertain the just
compensation to be paid for the temporary operation or administration of the same.
The administrator so appointed shall have the same powers and duties as a receiver,
and the provisions of the Rules of Court governing receivers shall be applicable to
the said administrator in so far as they are not inconsistent with the provisions of
this Act.

The central or planter or plantation owner shall be notified of the petition and shall



