H. No. 3883 / 52 OG No. 9, 4200 (August 16, 1956)

[ REPUBLIC ACT NO. 1517, June 16, 1956 ]

AN ACT REGULATING THE COLLECTION, PROCESSING AND SALE
OF HUMAN BLOOD, AND THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION
OF BLOOD BANKS AND BLOOD PROCESSING LABORATORIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in
Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. In order to promote public health, it is declared a national policy to
prevent trafficking in human blood and its products and derivatives.

SEC. 2. As used in this Act:

"Blood" means human blood, processed or unprocessed, and includes its
products and derivatives.

"Person" includes corporations, partnerships, associations and
organizations.

"Cost" means the actual purchase price of unprocessed blood and its
handling charges, such as those for its collection, processing, storage,
transportation, and sale, and reasonable allowance for spoilage.

SEC. 3. It shall be unlawful for any person to establish or operate a blood bank or
blood processing laboratory, or to collect or process blood if he is not a licensed
physician, or to sell blood collected from another person, even if authorized by the
latter, without first securing a license from the Department of Health: Provided, That
in cases of emergency, blood transfusion shall be allowed under the responsibility of
the attending physician without such license: And provided, further, That persons
operating blood banks and blood processing laboratories on the date of the approval
of this Act may continue to operate the same if they secure such license within sixty
days from the date of the issuance of the rules and regulations provided for in
section five hereof.

No license shall be granted or renewed by the Department of Health for the
establishment or operation of a blood bank or blood processing laboratory unless
such bank or laboratory be established or operated in accordance with accepted
scientific standards, is under the administration, direction and supervision of a
licensed and qualified physician, and blood is collected and/or processed therein by
licensed physicians or under their direct supervision and responsibility.

No license shall be granted or renewed by said Department for the collection and/or
processing of blood unless the licensee complies with the requirements hereinabove



