H. No. 391 / 65 OG No. 6, 1259 (February 10, 1969)

[ REPUBLIC ACT NO. 4867, May 08, 1967 ]

AN ACT CREATING THE PROVINCES OF DAVAO DEL NORTE,
DAVAO DEL SUR AND DAVAO ORIENTAL.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in
Congress assembled:

SECTION 1. The Province of Davao is hereby divided into three provinces to be
known as Davao del Norte, Davao del Sur, and Davao Oriental, in the following
manner: The Province of Davao del Norte shall consist of that portion of the present
Province of Davao which comprises the Municipalities of Babak, Samal, Tagum, Sto.
Tomas, Asuncion, Kapalong, Panabo, Nabunturan, Mon-Kayo, Mawab, Mabini,
Compostela, and Pantukan; the Province of Davao del Sur shall consist of that
portion of the present Province of Davao which comprises the Municipalities, of Sta.
Cruz, Digos, Matanao, Bansalan, Hagonoy, Padada, Sulop, Malalag, Malita and Jose
Abad Santos; the Province of Davao. Oriental shall consist of that remaining portion
of the present Province of Davao which comprises the Municipalities of Lupon,
Governor Generoso, Mati, Manay, Caraga, Banganga and Cateel.

SEC. 2. The capital of Davao del Norte shall be the Municipality of Tagum, that of
Davao del Sur shall be the Municipality of Digos, and that of Davao Oriental shall be
the Municipality of Mati.

SEC. 3. Except as hereinafter provided, all provisions of law now or hereafter
applicable to regular provinces shall be applicable to the Provinces of Davao del
Norte, Davao del Sur and Davao Oriental.

SEC. 4. The incumbent elective provincial officials of the present Province of Davao
shall choose the province wherein they want to serve their unexpired terms in
office: Provided, That the new elective provincial positions not filled by the
incumbent elective provincial officials of the present Province of Davao shall be filled
by appointment by the President of the Philippines with the consent of the
Commission on Appointments and shall hold office until their successors shall have
been elected and shall have qualified in the elections of nineteen hundred and sixty-
seven: Provided, further, That residents of Davao City are hereafter disqualified to
vote for candidates for provincial elective position: Provided, furthermore, That
three months before the elections of November, nineteen hundred and sixty-seven,
the incumbent congressman of the present Province of Davao shall choose and
indicate in writing filed with the Secretary of the House of Representatives the
province he shall represent: Provided, finally, That a special election will be held in
the elections of nineteen hundred and sixty-seven for the representatives in each of
the two new provinces which shall not be represented.

SEC. 5. The Provinces of Davao del Norte, Davao del Sur and Davao Oriental shall
each have one representative: Provided, That for the purposes of congressional



