
[ PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 187, May 10, 1973 ]

PRESCRIBING THE USE OF THE METRIC SYSTEM OF WEIGHTS
AND MEASURES AS THE STANDARD MEASUREMENT FOR ALL

PRODUCTS, COMMODITIES, MATERIALS, UTILITIES AND
SERVICES AND IN ALL BUSINESS AND LEGAL TRANSACTIONS

WHEREAS, the concurrent usage of different standards of weights and measures in
the Philippines abets confusion, waste of time in computations and diversity;

WHEREAS, although the Revised Administrative Code specifies the metric system
as the national standard, the use of other weights and measures is allowed by law in
certain cases, compounded by customary weights and measures;

WHEREAS, the metric system, which employs decimals, is officially adopted by
many countries and even the United Kingdom and the United States are planning to
gradually adopt it in lieu of the English system;

WHEREAS, the exclusive use of the metric system will facilitate domestic and
foreign trade, avoid unnecessary waste and diversity in manufacturing goods,
promote uniformity and simplification of measurements and consistency in
calculations, and afford other advantages; and

WHEREAS, several bills to adopt the metric system exclusively were filed in
Congress but they failed to be enacted;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, FERDINAND E. MARCOS, President of the Philippines, by
virtue of the powers in me vested by the Constitution as Commander-in-Chief of all
the Armed Forces of the Philippines, and pursuant to Proclamation No. 1081, dated
September 21, 1972, and General Order No. 1, dated September 22, 1972, as
amended, in order to effect the desired changes and reforms in the social, economic
and political structure of our society, do hereby order and decree:

SECTION 1. Official use of metric system. — The system of weights and measures
to be used in the Philippines for all products, commodities, materials, utilities,
services and commercial transactions in all contracts, deeds and other legal
instruments publicly and officially attested; and in all official documents shall be the
metric system, in accordance with the provisions of this Decree and its
implementing rules and regulations.

SEC. 2. Creation of Metric System Board. — In order to effect the orderly change
from the English and other systems of weights and measures to the metric system,
a Metric System Board, hereinafter referred to as Board, is hereby created, which
shall be composed of the Secretary of Trade and Tourism as Chairman, and the
Secretary of Finance, the Secretary of Agriculture and Natural Resources, the
Secretary of Public Works, Transportation and Communications, the Secretary of
Education and Culture, the Secretary of Justice and the Chairman of the National
Science Development Hoard as members. The Department undersecretaries and the
board vice-chairman concerned shall serve as alternates.

SEC. 3. Powers and functions. — The powers and functions of the Board shall be as
follows:


