[ PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 1613, March 07,
1979 ]

AMENDING THE LAW ON ARSON

WHEREAS, findings of the police and intelligence agencies of the government
reveal that fires and other crimes involving destruction in Metro Manila and other
urban centers in the country are being perpetrated by criminal syndicates, some of
which have foreign connections;

WHEREAS, the current law on arson suffers from certain unadequacies that impede
the successful enforcement and prosecution of arsonists;

WHEREAS, it is imperative that the high incidence of fires and other crimes
involving destruction be prevented to protect the national economy and preserve the
social, economic and political stability of the country;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, FERDINAND E. MARCOS, President of the Philippines, by
virtue of the powers vested in me by the Constitution, do hereby order and decree
as part of the law of the land, the following:

SECTION 1. Arson.—Any person who burns or sets fire to the property of another
shall be punished by Prision Mayor.

The same penalty shall be imposed when a person sets fire to his own property
under circumstances which expose to danger the life or property of another.

SEC. 2. Destructive Arson.— The penalty of Reclusion Temporal in its maximum
period to Reclusion Perpetua shall be imposed if the property burned is any of the
following:

1. Any ammunition factory and other establishment where explosives,
inflammable or combustible materials are stored.

2. Any archive, museum, whether public or private, or any edifice devoted to
culture, education or social services.

3. Any church or place of worship or other building where people usually
assemble.

4. Any train, airplane or any aircraft, vessel or watercraft, or conveyance for
transportation of persons or property.

5. Any building where evidence is kept for use in any legislative, judicial,
administrative or other official proceedings.

6. Any hospital, hotel, dormitory, lodging house, housing tenement, shopping
center, public or private market, theater or movie house or any similar place or
building.

7. Any building, whether used as a dwelling or not, situated in a populated or
congested area.

SEC. 3. Other Cases of Arson.? The penalty of Reclusion Temporal to Reclusion
Perpetua shall be imposed if the property burned is any of the following:



