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In 2018, Norway ratified the Council of Europe Convention on Protection of Children 
against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (CETS 201). The Convention came into force 
in Norway on 1 October 2018. 

This is Norway’s initial report to the Lanzarote Committee. The report was coordinated 
by the Ministry of Children and Families. The Ministry of Justice and Public Security, 
the National Police Directorate, the Ministry of Education and Research, the Ministry of 
Health and Care Services, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the Ministry of Culture have 
contributed to the report. The Sami Parliament of Norway contributed input to the report.
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General 
framework

Question 1: Definition of “child” 

a.	 Does the notion of “child” under your internal law correspond to that set out in 
Article 3, letter (a), i.e. “any person under the age of 18 years”? 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child defines a “child” as any person under the age of 18, 
if the child does not come of age earlier pursuant to the legislation that applies to the child. 
The age of majority in Norway is 18, which matches the Convention on the Rights of the Child's 
definition of who is considered a child. The Convention on the Rights of the Child applies as 
Norwegian law with priority over provisions in other legislation, see the Human Rights Act. 

The legal age for sexual activities in Norway is 16, i.e. a child under 16 years of age cannot 
legally consent to having sexual relations with others. This is stipulated by sections 299-304 
of the Penal Code, which make it an offence to engage in sexual activities with children 
under 16, irrespective of whether or not the sexual activities appear to be voluntary on 
the part of the child. Any sexual activity or aggravated sexual act with a child under 14 is 
characterised as sexual assault of a child, see section 299 of the Penal Code. 

b.	 What legislative or other measures have been taken to ensure that when the 
age of a victim is uncertain and there are reasons to believe that the victim is a 
child, the protection and assistance provided for children are accorded to him or 
her in accordance with Article 11, para. 2?

When there is reason to believe that the victim is under 18, the person concerned will 
receive the assistance to which children are entitled, until such a time as it is determined 
that the victim is not a child. 

c.	 Please state whether the age for legal sexual activities is below 18 years of age 
and if so, please specify the age set out in internal law. 

The legal age for sexual activities in Norway is 16 years old. Please see the answers to 
questions 1a and 16d.  


