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REPUBLIC OF NAURU 

Refugees Convention Bill 2012 
______________________________ 

Serial No. 16 of 2012 
______________________________ 

A Bill for: 

An Act to give effect to the Refugees Convention; and for other purposes 

Certified on [  ] 

Enacted by the Parliament of Nauru as follows: 

PART 1 – PRELIMINARY 

1 Short title 

This Act may be cited as the Refugees Convention Act 2012. 

2 Commencement 

 (1) Subject to subsection (2), this Act commences on the day it 
receives the certificate of the Speaker under Article 47. 

 (2) Parts 3, 4 and 5 of this Act commence on a date to be fixed by 
the Minister by Gazette notice. 

3 Interpretation 

In this Act, unless the contrary intention appears: 

‘asylum seeker’ means: 

(a) a person who applies to be recognised as a refugee  
under section 5; or 

(b) a person, or persons of a class, prescribed by the 
Regulations; 
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‘corresponding law’ means a law of another jurisdiction that 
provides for a person to apply for recognition as a refugee under 
the Refugees Convention as modified by the Refugees Protocol;  

‘Deputy Principal Member’ means a Deputy Principal Member 
of the Tribunal; 

‘member’ means the Principal Member, a Deputy Principal 
Member or any other member of the Tribunal; 

‘personal identifier’ means any of the following (including any 
of the following in digital form): 

(a) fingerprints or handprints of a person, including those 
taken using paper and ink or digital technologies; 

(b) a measurement of a person’s height and weight; 

(c) a photograph or other image of a person or of the face 
and shoulders or other part of a person; 

(d) an audio or video recording of a person; 

(e) an iris scan; 

(f) a person’s signature; 

(g) any other identifier prescribed by the Regulations; 

‘Principal Member’ means the Principal Member of the 
Tribunal; 

‘refugee’ means a person who is a refugee under the Refugees 
Convention as modified by the Refugees Protocol; 

‘Refugees Convention’ means the Convention Relating to the 
Status of Refugees done at Geneva on 28 July 1951; 

‘Refugees Protocol’ means the Protocol Relating to the Status 
of Refugees done at New York on 31 January 1967; 

‘Secretary’ means the Head of Department; 

‘Tribunal’ means the Refugee Status Review Tribunal 
established under section 11. 


