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CUSTOMS CONVENTION ON THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT OF GOODS
UNDER COVER OF TIR CARNETS (TIR CONVENTION)

THE CONTRACTING PARTIES,

TESIRING to facilitate the international carriage of goods by road vehicle,

CONSIDERING that the improvement of the conditions of transport constitfutes one of
the factors essential to the development of co-operation among them,

DECLARING themselves in favour of a simplification and a harmonization of
administrative formalities in the field of international transport, in particular at
frontiers,

HAVE AGREED as follows:

Chapter T
GENERAL

(a) DEFINITIONS
Article 1

For the purposes of this Convention:

(a) The term "TIR operation" shall mean the transport of goods from a Customs office
of departure to a Customg office of destination under the procedure, called the "TIR
procedure”, laid down in this Convention;

(b) the term "import or export duties and taxes" shall mean Customs duties and all
other duties, taxes, fees and other charges which are collected on, or in connexion with,
the import or export of goods, but not including fees and charges limited in amount to
the approximate cost of services rendered;

(¢) the term "road vehicle" shall mean not only any power-driven road vehicle but
also any trailer or semi~trailer designed fo be coupled thereto;

(d) the term "combination of vehicles" shall mean coupled vehicles which travel on
the road as a unit;

(e) the term "container" shall mean an article of transport equipment (1ift~van,
movable tank or other similar siructure):

(i) fully or partially enclosed to constitute a compartment intended for

containing goods;

(ii) of a permanent character and accordingly strong enough to be suitable for

repeated use;
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(1i1) specially designed to facilitate the transport of goods by one or more
modes of transport without intermediate reloading;
(iv) designed for ready handling, particularly when being transferred from
one mode of transport to another;
(v) designed to be easy to fill and to empty; and
(vi) having an internal volume of one cubic metre or more;
"Demountable bodies" are to be treated as containers;

(£f) the term "Customs office of departure" shall mean any Customs office of a
Contracting Party where the international transport of a load or part-load of goods
under the TIR procedure begins;

(g) the term "Customs office of destination" shall mean any Customs office of a
Contracting Party where the international transport of a load or part-load of goods
under the TIR procedure ends;

(h) the term "Customs office en route" shall mean any Customs office of a
Contracting Party through which a road vehicle, combination of vehicles or container
is imported or exported in the course of a TIR operation;

(3) the term "person" shall mean hoth natural and legal persons;

(k) the term "heavy or bulky goods" shall mean any heavy or bulky object which
because of its weight, size or nature is not normally carried in a closed road vehicle
or closed container;

(1) the term "guaranteeing association" shall mean an association approved by the
Custohs authorities of a Contracting Party to act as surety for persons using the TIR

procedure.,

(b) SCOPE
Article 2
This Convention shall apply lo lhe lransport of gouds wilthoul inlermediate
reloading, in road vehicles, combinations of vehicles or in containers, across one or
more frontiers between a Customs office of departure of one Contracting Party and a
Customs office of destination of another or of the same Contracting Party, provided
that some porftion of the journey between the begﬁnning and the end of the TIR operation

is made by road.
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Article 3

For the provisions of this Convention to become applicable:
(a) the transport operations must be performed
(i) by means of road vehicles, combinations of vehicles or containers
previously approved under the conditions s@t forth in Chapter ITI (a);
or
(ii) by means of other road vehicles, other combinations of vehicles or
other containers under the conditions set forth in Chapter IIT (c);
(b) the transport operations must be guaranteed by associations approved in
accordance with the provisions of article 6 and must be performed under cover of a

TIR carnet, which shall conform to the model reproduced in annex 1 to this Convention.

(¢) PRINCIPLES
Article 4
Goods carried under the TIR procedure shall not be subjected to the payment or

deposit of import or export duties and taxes at Customs offices en roufe.

Article 5
1. Goods carried under the TIR procedure in sealed rcad vehicles, combinations of
vehicles or containers shall not as a general rule be subjected to examination at
Customs offices en route.
2, However, to prevent abuses, Customs authorities may in exceptional cases, and
particularly when irregularity is suspected, carry out an examination of the goods at

such offices.

Chapter 11
ISSUE OF TIR CARNETS

LIABILITY OF GUARANTEEING ASSOCIATIONS
Article 6
1. Subject to such conditions and guarantees as it shall determine, each Contracting
Party may authorize associations to issue TIR carnets, either directly or through

corresponding associations, and to act as guarantors.

=Y-
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2. An association shall not be approved in any country unless its guarantee also covers
the liabilities incurred in that country in connexion with operations under cover of
TIR carnets issued by foreign associations affiliated to the same international
organization as that to which it is itself affiliated.
Article 7

TIR carnet forms sent to the guaranteeing assoclations by the corresponding foreign
associations or by international organizations shall not be liable to import and export
dunties and taxes and chall he free of import and export prohibitions and restrictions.

Article 8

1. The guaranteeing association shall undertake to pay the import or export duties and
taxes, together with any default interest, due under the Customs laws and regulations of
the country in which an irregularity has been noted in comnexion with a TIR operation.
It shall be liable, jointly and severally with the persons from whom the sums mentioned
above are due, for payment of such sums.
2. In cases where the laws and regulations of a Contracting Party do not provide for
payment of import or export duties and taxes as provided for in paragraph 1 above, the
guaranteeing association shall undertake to pay, under the same condifions, a sum equal
to the amount of the import or export duties and taxes and any default interest.
3. Each Contracting Party shall determine the maximum sum per TIR carnet, which may
be claimed from the guaranteeing association on the basis of the provisions of
paragraphs 1 and 2 above.
4, The liability of the guaranteeing association to the authorities of the country
where the Customs office of departure is situated shall commence at the time when the
TIR carnet is accepted by the Customs office. In the succeeding countries through
which goods are transported under the TIR procedure, this liability shall commence at
the time when the goods are imported or, where the TIR operation has been suspended
under article 26, paragraphs 1 and 2, at the time when the TIR carnet is accepted by
the Customs office where the TIR operation is resumed.
5. The liability of the guaranteeing association shall cover not only the goods which
are enumerated in the TIR carnet but also any goods which, though not enumerated
thercin, may be contained in the ocaled ocotion of the road vehicle or in the sealed

container. It shall not extend tc any other goods.



