
LAWS OF KENYA

THE CLIMATE CHANGE ACT

NO. 11 OF 2016

2016

Published by the National Council for Law Reporting
with the Authority of the Attorney-General

www.kenyalaw.org





Climate Change
No. 11 of 2016

NO. 11 OF 2016

CLIMATE CHANGE ACT
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

PART I – PRELIMINARY

Section
1. Short title
2. Interpretation
3. Objects and purposes
4. Guiding values and principles

PART II – POLICY, CO-ORDINATION AND OVERSIGHT
5. Establishment of the Climate Change Council
6. Functions of the Council
7. Members of the Council
8. Powers and duties of the Cabinet Secretary
9. Climate Change Directorate

10. Seal of the Council
11. Delegation of powers by the Council
12. Code of conduct

PART III – CLIMATE CHANGE
RESPONSE MEASURES AND ACTIONS

13. Cabinet Secretary to coordinate the preparation of climate change action
plans, strategies and policies

14. Policies formulated by the Government

PART IV – DUTIES RELATING TO CLIMATE CHANGE
15. Climate change duties of public sector
16. Climate change duties of private entities
17. Monitoring compliance
18. Mainstreaming climate change actions into strategic areas
19. Mainstreaming climate change actions into County Government function
20. Integration of climate change risk
21. Integration of climate change into curricula
22. Reporting on climate change actions
23. Enforcement of rights relating to climate change

PART V – PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
AND ACCESS TO INFORMATION

24. Public participation

PART VI – FINANCIAL PROVISIONS
25. Climate Change Fund
26. Incentives for the promotion of climate change initiatives
27. Annual estimates
28. Financial year of the Council

3



No. 11 of 2016
Climate Change

29. Accounts and audit

PART VII – MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
30. Public engagement strategy
31. Conflict of interest
32. Protection from personal liability
33. Offences and penalties
34. Reports
35. Transitional provision

PART VIII – DELEGATED LEGISLATION
36. Regulations

SCHEDULES

SCHEDULE — PROVISIONS ON PUBLIC CONSULTATION

4



Climate Change
No. 11 of 2016

NO. 11 OF 2016

CLIMATE CHANGE ACT

[Date of assent: 6th May, 2016.]

[Date of commencement: 27th May, 2016.]

AN ACT of Parliament to provide for a regulatory framework for enhanced
response to climate change; to provide for mechanism and measures to
achieve low carbon climate development, and for connected purposes

[Act No. 11 of 2016.]

PART I – PRELIMINARY

1.  Short title

This Act may be cited as the Climate Change Act, 2016.

2.  Interpretation

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

"adaptation" means adjustment in natural or human systems in response
to actual or expected climatic stimuli or their effects which moderates harm or
exploits beneficial opportunities;

"all levels of government" means all departments and agencies of the
national and county governments;

"Authority" means the National Environmental Management Authority
established by the Environmental Management and Coordination Act, 1999 or
its successor legislation;

"Cabinet Secretary" means the Cabinet Secretary of the Ministry for the
time being responsible for matters relating to climate change;

"climate change" means a change in the climate system which is
caused by significant changes in the concentration of greenhouse gases as
a consequence of human activities and which is in addition to natural climate
change that has been observed during a considerable period;

"climate change duties" means the statutory obligations conferred on
public and private entities to implement climate change actions consistent with
the national goal of low carbon climate resilient development;

"climate change resilience" means the capability to maintain competent
function and return to some normal range of function even when faced with
adverse impact of climate change;

"climate change secretariat" means the secretariat established by the
Public Service Commission to coordinate climate change mitigation and
adaptation actions and interventions;

"climate finance" means monies available for or mobilized by government
or non-government entities to finance climate change mitigation and adaptation
actions and interventions;

"Council" means the National Climate Change Council established under
section 5;
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