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CHAPTER 128
CHIEFS’ ACT
[Date of commencement: 24th March, 1937.]

An Act of Parliament to make provision in regard to the powers and duties
of chiefs and to provide for matters incidental thereto

[Cap. 97 (1948), Act No. 12 of 1950, Act No. 43 of 1952, L.N. 362/1956, L.N.
172/1960, L.N. 461/1963, L.N. 101/1964, Act No. 9 of 1967, Act No. 17
of 1967, Act No. 13 of 1978, Act No. 10 of 1997, Act No. 12 of 2017.]

PART I – PRELIMINARY
1.  Short title

This Act may be cited as the Chiefs’ Act.
[L.N. 101/1964. Sch., Act No. 10 of 1997, Sch.]

2.  Interpretation
In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

“chief” and “assistant chief” respectively mean the persons appointed for
any area to the offices of chief and assistant chief, respectively, in the public
service.

[L.N. 461/1963, Sch., L.N. 101/1964, Sch., Act
No. 17 of 1967, 1st Sch., Act No. 13 of 1978, Sch.]

3.   Repealed by Act No. 10 of 1997, Sch.

PART II – GENERAL
4.  Repealed by L.N. 461/1963, Sch.

5.  Repealed by L.N. 461/1963, Sch.

6.  Duty of chief to maintain order
It shall be the duty of every chief or assistant chief to maintain order in the area in

respect of which he is appointed, and for such purpose he shall have and exercise
the jurisdiction and powers by this Act conferred upon him over persons residing
or being within such area.

[Act No. 43 of 1952, Sch., L.N. 101/1964, Sch., Act No. 13 of 1978, Sch.]

7.  Chief may employ persons to assist him in carrying out duties
A chief or assistant chief may employ any person or persons subject to his

jurisdiction to assist him in carrying out the duties imposed upon him by this Act
or otherwise by law, and any person so employed may carry out and give effect to
any lawful order given by a chief or assistant chief.

[Act No. 43 of 1952, Sch., Act No. 13 of 1978, Sch.]

8.  Powers of chief in prevention of crime
(1)  Any chief or assistant chief may interpose for the purpose of preventing,

and shall to the best of his ability prevent, the commission of any offence by any
person within the local limits of his jurisdiction.

(2)  Any chief or assistant chief knowing of a design by any person to commit
an offence within the local limits of his jurisdiction may, if it appears to such chief or


