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AN ACT TO AMEND AND EXTEND THE SOCIAL WELFARE
ACTS, TO AMEND AND EXTEND THE PENSIONS ACT
1990 FOR, AMONGST OTHER PURPOSES, THE PUR-
POSE OF GIVING EFFECT (IN SO FAR AS THEY
RELATE TO OCCUPATIONAL PENSIONS) TO COUNCIL
DIRECTIVE 2000/43/EC OF 29 JUNE 2000 IMPLE-
MENTING THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUAL TREATMENT
BETWEEN PERSONS IRRESPECTIVE OF RACIAL OR
ETHNIC ORIGIN AND COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 2000/78/EC
OF 27 NOVEMBER 2000 ESTABLISHING A GENERAL
FRAMEWORK FOR EQUAL TREATMENT IN EMPLOY-
MENT AND OCCUPATION AND TO AMEND THE
HEALTH CONTRIBUTIONS ACT 1979 AND THE
NATIONAL TRAINING FUND ACT 2000. [25th March 2004]

BE IT ENACTED BY THE OIREACHTAS AS
FOLLOWS:

PART 1

Short Title, Construction, Collective Citation and
Commencement

1.—(1) This Act may be cited as the Social Welfare
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2004.

(2) The Social Welfare Acts and sections 1 to 19 of this Act shall
be read together as one.

(3) Sections 22 and 23 of this Act and the Pensions Acts 1990 to
2003 may be cited together as the Pensions Acts 1990 to 2004.

(4) Sections 17, 22 and 23 of this Act shall come into operation on
such day or days as the Minister may appoint by order or orders
either generally or with reference to any particular purpose or pro-
vision, and different days may be so fixed for different purposes and
different provisions and for the amendments effected by the said
sections 22 and 23 to the Pensions Act 1990.
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PART 2

Amendments to the Social Welfare Acts

2.—In this Act—

‘‘Act of 1994’’ means the Social Welfare Act 1994;

‘‘Act of 1997’’ means the Social Welfare Act 1997;

‘‘Act of 1999’’ means the Social Welfare Act 1999;

‘‘Act of 2001’’ means the Social Welfare Act 2001;

‘‘Act of 2003’’ means the Social Welfare Act 2003;

‘‘Principal Act’’ means the Social Welfare (Consolidation) Act 1993.

3.—(1) The Fourth Schedule to the Principal Act is amended by
substituting the following for Part III (inserted by section 3 of the
Social Welfare (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2003):

‘‘PART III

AMOUNTS OF CHILD BENEFIT

Amount for each of first Amount for each child in
2 children excess of 2

(1) (2)

\131.60 \165.30

’’.

(2) This section comes into operation on 1 April 2004.

4.—(1) The Principal Act is amended in sections 82F(1) and
168A(2) (both as amended by section 4 of the Social Welfare
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2003) by substituting ‘‘\1,670’’ for
‘‘\1,470’’ and ‘‘\835’’ for ‘‘\735’’.

(2) This section comes into operation on 1 June 2004.

5.—(1) The Principal Act is amended by substituting for section
210 (as amended by section 7 of the Social Welfare (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act 2003) the following:

‘‘Payments after 210.—(1) In this section—
death.

‘benefit’ means—

(a) disability benefit,

(b) unemployment benefit (including any
amount payable by way of pay-
related benefit where appropriate),

(c) injury benefit,

(d) carer’s benefit,
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(e) old age (contributory) pension,

(f) retirement pension,

(g) invalidity pension,

(h) unemployment assistance,

(i) old age (non-contributory) pension and
blind pension,

(j) unemployability supplement,

(k) supplementary welfare allowance,

(l) pre-retirement allowance,

(m) disability allowance,

(n) farm assist,

(o) widow’s (contributory) pension or
widower’s (contributory) pension,

(p) one-parent family payment,

(q) death benefit under section 60,

(r) carer’s allowance;

‘relevant person’ has the meaning assigned to it
by section 82A(1) or, as appropriate, 163(1).

(2) Notwithstanding any provisions to the con-
trary in this Act—

(a) where a person who is in receipt of a
benefit which includes an increase in
respect of a qualified adult, or where
the spouse is in receipt of any benefit
in his or her own right, dies, payment
of the benefit shall continue to be
made for a period of 6 weeks after
the date of death and shall, during
that period, be made to such person
and subject to such conditions as may
be prescribed,

(b) where a qualified child, in respect of
whom an increase of a benefit is
being paid, dies, the amount of such
increase shall continue to be made for
a period of 6 weeks after the date of
death,

(c) where a person is in receipt of one-par-
ent family payment by virtue of hav-
ing not more than one qualified child
and that qualified child dies, payment
of the one-parent family payment
including the increase in respect of
such child shall continue to be made
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