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IHTEFHATIONAL CONVERTTION O MARTTIME SEATCH AND FESCUE, 1979

THE EARTIES T THE CONVENTION,

HWOTTHG the grest importance attached in several conventions to
the rendering of assistance L0 peTBoCS in distress at =es and teo the
establishment by every ceoastal Btate aof edequate snd effective

arrangements for coast wetehing snd for search and rescuc services,

HAVING SONSTUERED Recommendation 4O sdopted by the International
Conference on Safesy of Life ab Sea, 1960, which recognizes the
desirebility of co—ordineting potivitiea regarding sefety on and over
the see among & pumber of inter—governmental organizations,

DESIHING to dewvelep and promote these activrties by establishing
gn internetionsl maritime seerch end régpue plan respoosible to the
peeds of paritime traffic for the rescus cf perseons in distress st sem,

WISUING to promote ca-pperation Bmong seeprch and rescuc
crganizations arcund the world and among thosc prrticipsting in search

and rescue operations At sea,

HAVE AGHEED ms follows:

Article T

Genersl obligations wnder the Convention

The Farties undertake to adopt all legislatiwe or other
give full effect o the Convention
lnlees

Appropriate EERSUTES peceasary Lo
and ite Annex, which is mn integrsl pert of the Convention.
expressly provided otherwise, & reference to the Convention

eonstitutes at ihe seme $ime a reference to its hnTiE K.
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Article II

Other tresties and iaterpretation
{1} HNothing in the Conventicn shall prejudice the codification end
development of the law of the sea by the United Nations Conference on
the Law of the Sen convened pursuant to reselution 2750 {10V} of the
Coneral Assembly of the United Nations nor the present or fubure
claims and legal views of any State concerning the lew of the fen end
the pature end extent of coastal and {lag State jurisdictios.

(] Ne provisien of the convention shall be construed as prejudicing
ghligations or rights of vesaels provided for in other internationsl

instruments.

Artiele II1
Aoendment a

(1] The Comvention may be amemded by either of the procedures
speeified in paragraphs {2} gpnd (3) hereipnafter.

{2) Ameodment after ccnaideration within the Ipter—Governmental
Meritime Consultative Drganizatiom {hereinafter referred to &S the
Organizatien):

{a) Any smendment proposed by a Party and trgpsmitted to the
Seeretary=-General of the Organizetion {pereinafter referred
te ne the Secretary-Generall, or any smendment Geemed
necessary by the Secretary=Genertl 83 & result of an
emendment to a corresponding provision of Annex 12 to the
conventicn on Iszernationsl Civil Avietion, shall be
pireuleted to all Mezbers of the organizaticr mnd all
Parties st least six menths pricr te its cone ideration 2¥
the Maritige Sefety Cormittee of the Orgraizetion.

(0] Farties, wheiler or ast Mephers of the Organization, shetl
be entitled i participate in the procecdings of the
Maritimpe Safety Cemmities for the cansiderption and

sdapticn of amendments.
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fa)

(el

(r

(g}

Amendments shell be adopted by & iwo-thirds mejerity of the
Parties present end wvoting in the Maritime Safety Committes
an condition that at least one third of the Partiee shall be

przgent at the time of adoption of the amendment.

Ame=ndments adopted in accordsnce with sub—-paragrsph (o)
shell be communicated by the Seecretary-Gerneral to ail

Parties for acceptance.

in Emendment to en Article or to paragraphs 2.1.4, 3.1.5,
2.1.7, £.1.10, 3,1.% or 3.1.3 of the Annex shall be deemed
to heve been msecepted on the éate on which the Secretary-
General has received an Instrment of acceptance from twa

thirds of the Parties,

An amcndment to the Annex other t..hu.n Lo parsgraphs E.l.h,

Z.1.5, 2.1.7, 2.1.10, 3.1.2 or 3.1.3 shall bte deemed to have
been eccepted mt the end of one year from the dete on which
it is communicated to the Farties for meceptance. Howewer,
if within guch pericd of one year more than one thiré of the
Parties notify the Secretary-General thet they object to the

amcndeent, it _sha_ll be deemed not to heve been accepted.

An amendwent to an Article or to peregrephs 2.1.4, 2.1.5,
2.1.7, 2.1.19, 3.1.2 or 3.1.3 of the Annex shall enter into

force;

{i) with respect to those Parties which have accepted it,
six months after the date on which it is deemed to hawve

been accepted;

(i1} with respect to those Parties which mccept it after the
conédition mentioned in sub—paragraph [e) has been met
gnd before the amendment spters ints foree, on the date
of entry inta foroce of the amendeent;

(iii} with respect to those Parties which accept it efter the

date oo which the amendment enters into foree, 30 days

after the deposit of an instrument of aecephtance.
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{h} An mpendment to the Annex gther then to parsgraphs 2.1.h,

' 2,1.5, 2.1.7, 2.1.1%, 3.1.2 oT 3.1,3 shall enter into fer:ze
with respect to all Parties, except those which have
objerted to the amendment under sub-paragraph {f} and which
have not withdrewn such objectiens, slx months after the
date on which it is deemed to have been sccepted. Howewer,
hefore the date set for entry intn force, any Party mey Elve
notice to the Secretary-General that it exempte iteelf from
giving effect to that pmendment for & pericd not longer than
gne year from the date of its entry inte foree, oY for such
iooger pericd es may be determined by a two-thirds majority
of the Parties present and voting in the Maritime Safety
Coomittes Bt the time of the adoption of the amendment.

{4} Amendment by & ponTerence =

{e) Upon the request of e party concurred in by &t least one
third of the FParties, the Drgenizatien ghall convene &
conference of Parties to conpider amendments Lo the
Convegtion. Froposed amendments shall be circulsted by the
Becrstary-General to all Farties st lesst gix months prior

to their censideration by the conference.

(b} Amendments shell De adopted by such & confersnce wy a two-
thirds majority of the Partiea present and woting, on
eopdition that at least coe thipd of the Parties shall be
preaent at the time of adoption of the amendnent . Amendments
po adcpted shell be commmicated by the Eecretary-General L

a.].ll Pa-ties for acceptance.

{c} Umless the conference depides otherwise, the pmendment shall
be deemed to have Leen poeepted and ahsll enter into force
in mopordance with the procedures 5pecifi=d. in
sub-peragraphz (2){e), fzite), (21{g) and (2Hn}
respectively, providsd that refersnce in sub-paragraph {elinl
+o the Maritime Safety Comrittee expanded in accordance with
gub-peragraph {2)(b) shall be taken to mean TE fersace to the

ronTersenoe.
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