
291 
No. 344. 

THE MOTOR VEHICLES AND; ROAD* TRAFFIC 
LAWS,, 1954 TO) 1959;, 

(LAWS 61 OF 1954, 35 OF 1957 AND 25­ OF 1959.) 

REGULATIONS MADE UNDER SUB­SECTION ( I ) OF SECTION 3., 

In exercise of the powers vested' in him by sub­section (1)· of section 3 61 of 1954 
eff the Motor Vehicles and'Road'Traffic Laws, 1954, to· 1959, His. Excellency 35 of 1957 
the Governor, with the advice of the Executive Council, has been pleased 2 5 ° I 9 5 9 ' 
to, make thfc following. Regulations ν— 

Ε.. These: Regulations may be cited as the Motor Vehicles· Regulations, Short, titte 
J959· 

EART Lr­ERFLIMINARY. 
2.. In. these.. Regulations,, unless the context otherwise requires :— Interpre­

" dealer" mean® a persoa who imports or keeps, for sale motor a o n 

vehicles, but a> dealer ceases to> be such in respect of any motor vehicle, 
which is used by him or with his authority otherwise than for demon­

stration, purposes ; 
" Law " means, the· Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Laws, 1954 

to, 19.59 ;; 
"motorr omnibus" means z· public service motor vehicle having 

seating accommodation, for more than six passengers and. further 
includes a. vehicle licensed for use both as a motor omnibus and a motor 
lorry ;, 

"self­drive· motor vehicle" means a public1 service motor vehicle 
hired: out to the.· driver by the hirer or his agent ; 

" visitor "' means: a­ person who enters, Cyprus for a bona fide non­
immigration purposes, such as touring, recreation, health, family 
reasons, study or business, and whose stay in Cyprus is, in the opinion 
ofr the. Registrar, of a temporary nature but shall, not include any peison 
who is employed in Cyprus or who enters Cyprus.to, take up employment 
for a period exceeding six months or who normally resides in Cyprus. 

PART II.—REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES. 
3. The­ Governor may appoint a public officer to be Registrar of motor Appoint­

vehicles (in these Regulations called " the Registrar ") for the purpose of ™en·* of 

carrying, out the provisions of these Regulations with respect to the re^is ­ R e S l s t r a r ­
tration and licensing of motor vehicles and licensing of drivers. 

4. The Registrar may appoint Deputy Registrars for carrying out and Appoint­
exercising ail such duties and powers under these Regulations as may be ment of 
assigned to. him by the Registrar and also appoint such other officers as may 2ep­u5r 

be necessary in any district for carrying out and exercising therein, on his eglS arS* 
behalf, any duties or powers under these Regulations as may be assigned 
to them by the Registrar. 

5. The. Registrar shall cause to be kept in such form as he may direct— Registers to 
(«) a general register (hereinafter called "the register"), for the b e ̂ P4· 

registration of motor vehicles ; 
(b) a demonstration register (hereinafter called " the demonstration 

register "), for the registration of dealers in motor vehicles for 
demonstration purpose ; 
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(c) a visitors' register (hereinafter called " the visitors register"), 
for the registration of motor vehicles imported by visitors as in 
these Regulations provided ; 

(d) a register of driving licences in Cyprus and renewal cards of such 
licences ; 

(e) a register of international driving licences issued in Cyprus ; 
(/) a register of international certificates and of international permits 

issued in Cyprus. 

6. No person shall use or drive a motor vehicle or shall suffer or permit 
a motor vehicle to be used or driven unless such vehicle is registered under 
the provisions of these Regulations : 

Provided that an unregistered motor vehicle may be driven on a road 
for the purpose of its being registered or inspected. 

Application 7. The owner of an unregistered motor vehicle who desires to register 
for registra­ it shall lodge with the Registrar an application in the Form A of the First 

l o n ' Schedule hereto containing the particulars therein set out. 

8.—(1) The Registrar before registering any motor vehicle shall verify 
all the particulars contained in the application and may, if he deems it 
necessary, send any such vehicle to be examined by an examiner for the pur­

pose of ensuring that it is of such construction and in such condition as 
may be necessary for the purpose for which it is sought to be registered. 

(2) The Registrar, if satisfied of the road­worthiness of the motor vehicle 
and that it complies in all respects with every condition applicable to its 
particular type or class and that its circulation is not otherwise restricted 
nor prohibited under the provisions of any Law or public instrument in 
force for the time being and on payment of the fee provided under Part I 
of the Schedule to the Law, shall assign an identification mark to such 
vehicle and register it by entering in the register the particulars of such 
vehicle. 

(3) The identification mark mentioned in paragraph (2) of this regulation 
shall conform as to shape, lettering, numbering and otherwise with the 
provisions set out in the Second Schedule hereto : 

Provided that the identification mark shall bear, in addition to any other 
letters before any other letter or figure thereon— 

(a) the letter " Τ " in the case of a public service motor vehicle, 
registered as such ; 

(b) the letter " Ζ " in the case of a self­drive motor vehicle registered 
as such. 

(4) If a motor vehicle does not bear on it an identification mark as pro­
vided by these Regulations, this fact shall be regarded as prima facie evidence 

• that the vehicle has not been registered and any police officer may detain 
such vehicle until enquiries have been made. 

Certificate 9· A certificate of registration, as in the Form Β of the First Schedule 
of Registra­ hereto, shall be given to the owner of the motor vehicle and such certificate 
t i o n · . .: of registration shall be regarded as prima facie evidence that the motor 

vehicle to which it refers has been registered. 

ι p.—(1) The registration of a motor vehicle shall remain valid so long 
as the vehicle is kept in use and shall only be cancelled if the owner thereof 
by an application in writing requests the Registrar to cancel its registration 
or if the Registrar is satisfied that the vehicle has been destroyed or rendered 

Cancellation 
of Registra­
tion. 
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permanently unserviceable or permanently removed from Cyprus or it has 
not been relicensed for three years. 

(2) The owner of a motor vehicle which has been destroyed or rendered 
permanently unserviceable or permanently removed from Cyprus or has 
not been relicensed for three years shall within seven ^ days from the 
occurrence of such event give notice in writing to the Registrar. 

11. Notwithstanding any other provisions of these Regulations the Vehicles 
Registrar may refuse to register, or may cancel the registration of, any motor likely to be 
vehicle which, in his opinion, so nearly resembles the colour and general J ^ ^ i t a r y 
appearance of a military or police vehicle as to be likely to be mistaken for o r p o l i c e 
any such military or police vehicle. vehicles. 

12.—(1) The Registrar may, on the application of any person who Demonstra-
satisfies him that he is a bona fide dealer in motor vehicles issue to such tio*j vehicles 
person a dealer's licence and assign to him such number of identification 
marks as to the Registrar may seem fit, having regard to the extent of the 
business of such person as a dealer in motor vehicles. 

(2) A dealer's licence shall be valid for a period of six months and shall 
authorise the holder to use on any road any type of motor vehicle with which 
he deals for demonstration to prospective purchasers. 

(3) Upon the assignment to him of any identification mark, the dealer 
shall procure, at his expense the necessary plate on which the allotted mark 
must appear. Every such plate shall be of a size approved by the Registrar ; 
it shall have a white background, the lettering and numbers thereon being 
coloured red and shall, whilst a motor vehicle is used on any road for 
demonstration purposes in pursuance of a dealer's licence, be attached to, 
and exhibited on, such motor vehicle in such manner and in such place 
as the Registrar may direct. 

(4) With the exception of the driver and the person or persons testing 
the motor vehicle with a view to purchase, no other person or any goods 
shall be carried on any motor vehicle used for demonstration purposes in 
pursuance of this regulation. 

(5) A dealer's licence may be cancelled at any time at the absolute 
discretion of the Registrar, if satisfied that the holder has not observed the 
provisions of this regulation and thereafter, he may refuse to issue to the 
previous holder any dealer's licence for any period not exceeding twelve 
months : 

Provided that any person aggrieved by such cancellation or refusal 
may within fifteen days of such cancellation, appeal to the Governor in 
Council, whose decision thereon shall be final and conclusive. 

13. Notwithstanding anything in these Regulations contained the Visitors' 
Registrar may, on the application of a visitor, who imports a motor vehicle imported 
for his own use, register, without any charge, such motor vehicle in the veh ic^es. 
visitors' register, if satisfied that the motor vehicle is furnished with a valid 
international certificate granted under an international convention with 
respect to the international circulation of motor vehicle to which Cyprus 
may have adhered and complies in all other respects with the requirements 
of such convention. 

I4·—(1) Where the person entitled to the possession of a motor vehicle Position of 
is not the absolute owner thereof, but is registered in the register, any person registered 
claiming to be the absolute owner thereof (hereinafter called " the claimant ") ? w n e r w

b
h o 

may apply to the Registrar to enter his name in the register as the absolute £ £ owner" 
owner in addition to the name of the registered owner. 

(2) On receipt of any such application the Registrar shall cause the 
registered owner to be informed by registered post and shall call on him 
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to show cause, within fourteen days, why the name of the claimant should 
not be so entered in the register. 

(3) If the registered owner agrees that the name of the claimant should 
be so entered i n the register or if he fails to show cause, within the aforesaid 
period, why the name of the claimant should not be so entered, the Registrar 
shall enter the name of the claimant in the register accordingly and 'he shall 
be deemed t o >be the absolute owner for the purposes of these Regulations. 

(4) 'If the registered owner proceeds to show cause the Registrar dhall 
enquire into the circumstances and shall make such order thereon as he 
may think fit and any person whose name is, as the result Of the enquiry 
entered in the register by the Registrar as the absolute owner of the motor 
vehicle shall be deemed to be the absolute owner for the purposes of these 
Regulations. 

(5) The.absolute owner of a motor vehicle whose name has beenentered 
in the register under the provisions of these -Regulations, shall, on ceasing 
to be the absolute owner thereof, require the Registrar to remove his name 
from the register, and the Registrar shall comply with such requisition on 
receiving the same. 

(6) The Registrar may, if satisfied that the absolute owner of a motor 
vehicle has ceased to be the absolute owner thereof remove the name of such 
absolute owner on being required to do so by the registered owner. 

Change of I5*—(J) ^ n *"ne c n a n g e °f ownership of a motor vehicle otherwise than 
ownership. by death— 

(a) the motor vehicle shall not be used for more than seven days after 
such change of ownership unless the new owner is registered as the 
owner thereof ; 

(b) the registered -owner shall within seven days inform the Registrar 
in writing of the name and address of the new owner, and >of the 
date of the change of ownership of the motor vehicle ; 

(c) the registered owner shall within seven days deliver his certificate 
of registration to the Registrar. 

(2) Application for registration of a new owner may be made before 
the actual transfer of t h e motor vehicle but the registration of a'new owner 
shall not be effective until the old certificate has been surrendered to the 
Registrar. 

(3) On the death of the registered owner of a motor vehicle the person 
into whose custody the motor vehicle shall come shall within seven days of 
its coming into his custody give notice of t h e fact to the Registrar, who shall 
give such instructions.as he may think fit as to the use of the motor vehicle 
pending the registration of the new owner. Any person to whom per­
mission to use the motor vehicle pending such registration is given by the 
Registrar shall for the purposes of these Regulations be deemed to be the 
owner during the period for which such .permission is given. 

(4) On the registration -of a new owner, the Registrar shall make the 
necessary alterations to the certificate of registration, and shall deliver the 
altered certificate to the new registered owner or, if more convenient, 
a new certificate of registration may be issued. 

16;—(r) If t h e owner of a motor vehicle leaves Cyprus for a -period 
exceeding six months, the motor vehicle shall not be used from the expi­
ration of that period until his return to Cyprus, unless some other :person 
is registered as the owner. 

(2) The owner may nominate a person to be registered as the owner 
during his absence, and the owner may be re-registered on his return. 

Owner 
leaving 
Cyprus 
temporarily. 



"295 
ayi„.(Ti>) The 'identification marks shall foe .fixed and remain fixed on the Jleguirc­

motor ­.vehicle 'in accordance ­with .these Regulations and shall at all times merits 
be kept unflbscured and easily distinguishable. idStfSion 

Oz) 'No other figures or letters shall he placed near to the identification marks, 
marks in such a manner as to .be liable to render it more difficult to read 
or distinguish the identification marks of the chicle when in motion. 

.(a) In .this .regulation the ̂ expression "identification marks" has ;the 
same meaning as in regulation v8. 

PART HI.—LICENSING &F MOsFQR VEHICLES. 
18. Subject to the provisions of regulation 26 (3) no person shall use or Motor 

drive tor ­suffer ior spermit a imotor %v.ehicjle 4o be ouaed :or driven for .which vehicles to 
a imotor vehicle licence lis inot ­in iforce, or aise or suffer ­or tpermit to be used e l c e n s e 

a motor vehicle for a purpose ;not authorised (by, tor in contravention of any 
condition.of, the motor vehicle licence in force .for jshe /use­thereof : 

"Provided that any .motor vehicle registered inthe'demonstration^egister 
may be oised or driven on .any xoad .for .any domonstration .purpose by the 
person duly registered thereof or duly authorised by him in this respect. 

&Q,.—:(ttj) A. motox vehicle licence may :be ­issued >by ithe Registrar which Issue of 
shall ispeoify the type >or .class sof dhe motor vehicle ior which it :is issued licences 
and the purpose for whioh such rmo.tor ­vehicle iisito :be .used .and jparticulars Chicles* 
thereof shall be entered in the register. 

;(2<) applications .for the issue ,of <a motor vehicle licence ;shall be ;made 
as in Form .C of ;the First .Schedule hereto. 

'(31) The (Registrar sliall .not issue a motor «vehicle licence .unless the 
motor vehicle has ibeen duly .registered and'he is satisfied that the motor 
vdhicle does not .­differ in any respect from the particulars in the register. 

,(4) No motor vehicle Jiceace .shall .be issued .unless .the imotor vehicle 
conforms in all;respects toihe conditions iaid .down .under .these Regulations 
as to construction and equipment. 

(5) licences for registered .motor vehicles shall Jbe in the FormiD:of the 
First Schedule hereto. 

;(6) "No person shall use,, or allow .οχ suffer Xo ;be used, .a ,motor vehicle 
except as a motor vehicle ̂ of the type or­.class and for­the purpose for which 
such vehicle is licensed under this regulation : 

.Provided tthat where,a .­motor vehicle ■is.iicensed for use ,­as both a motor 
omnibus and a motor ilority such .motor wjehiqle imay be uised for iboth ̂ such 
purposes. 

(7) For the purpose of this regulation, " type or class of the motor 
vehicle'" ;means— 

•'(i) a motor · omnibus.; 
(it) a­public service motor vehicle of not more than six passenger­seats · 
(hi) a motor lorry ; 
(iv) a private motor vehicle ; 
(V) a motor'bicycle.iwith or wifhouttside .car).; 

(vi) a motor tricycle ; 
(vir) an autocy.cle ; 
(viii) a road roller,; 
,(ix) a,tractor,; 
(ιχ;):a;self .̂driveimotor vehicle:; 

{£xi) any;other!type<t>f.motor vehicle. 


