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-0 negi g TvpPaocrg yia Aredvij IlgooBacn oty Awarosivy (Kvgwtixés) Nopog Tov 2000
exdiderar pe dnpuocisvon oty Exionun Eguuegida tng Kungaxiig Anuoxgatiag svpgove
pe 1o Ag0go 52 tov Tvvrayparos.

Zuvonmtnog
Tithog.

Egqunveia.

Mivaxag.
Mégog 1.
Mtgog 11

Ogioudg
Keviouiig
Agxic.

Kvowon g

ZvpBaomgs.

AoBpdg 4(11I) tov 2000

NOMOZ TIOY KYPQNEI TH SYMBAZH I'TA AIEGNH ITPOXBAZH
=TH AIKAIOZYNH

H BouvA1 Twv AVILITQOCHTOV YNilel wg axorovbwg:

1. O naQmv Nopog Ba avagégetan wg o 1egi g Zupfaong Yo Avedvii IloéoBaon
ot Atxaootvn (Kvewtixdg) Nopog tov 2000.

2. Ztov a6 vIa NOpo, extog av amd To ®ELPEVO TQORVITTEL OLOPOQETLRT
£vvola— :

«ZUOpuBaon» onuaiver tn ZVppaon yra Aebvi Ilodofaon otn dunaroovvy
1 oxoia £yive oty Xayn tnv 251 Oxtwfoiov 1980.
To neipevo g TVpBaong extibetat gto ayyiixd TEwTdTURO OV TAQoTideTon
oto Mégog I tov ITivaxa xaL oe eAAnvirt) petdpooon oto Mégog I tov ITivaxa:

Nogitar 6Ti o€ TEQIMTWON SLoPWVIiag UETAED TOV RELWEVOU TOV MéQoug I xat
Tov Mégoug II tov ITivaxa Bo. vteQuoy Ve TO RELUEVO TTOV EXTIOETOL gTO MéEQog 1
auTov.

3. Zoppwva pe ta doboa 3, 4 xa 16 Tng Zvpboong opiletar wg Kevigurn Aoy
otn Anuoxgartia, yio tn duafifaon xor tagoiaf artnudtwy dvvdpel Tng Tagovoag
Zoupaons, To Ymoveyeio Avatoovvng xat Anuociog TaEews.

4. H Zvpfaon, tng omoiag 1 xeooxwenon amd tn Anuoxgatia eyxQidnxe pe
Ané@aon tov Ymoveyixov ZuuBovAiov pe AoBud 50. 833 xau nuegounvia 17
AexepBoiov 1999 pe Tov TaedvTo NOUO XUQWVETOL VITO TNV ALQECN TV EMLPUAGEEWY
o AAwong mov extifevral ota ayyAixd oto téhog Tov Mégoug I tov ITivaxa
®OL OTA EAAVIRG 070 TéhOg Tov MéQoug IT avtov.
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IIINAKAZ
(AgBooa 2 ®at 4)
MEPOZ 1

CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL ACCESS TO JUSTICE

The States signatory to this Convention,

Dusiring 1o fucilitate international access o justice,

Have resolved 10 conclude a Convention for this purpose
and have agrecd upon the following provisions -

CHAPTER 1 - LEGAL AID
- Article |

\'.m’un.nl: of any Contracting State and persons h.xbnu.\lly
resident in any Cumr.u.nng State shall be entitied 10 legat
. aid for court proceedings in civil and commercial matters
in each Contracting State on the same conditions as if they
themselves were nationals of and habitually resideat.in
that Sulc :

Persons 10 whom parugraph | does not apply. but who
formerly had their habitual residence in a Contructing
State in which court proceedings are to be or have. been
commenced, shall nevertheless be entitled -to legal -aid as
provided by paragraph 1 if the cause of action aruse out of
their former habitual residence ia that State. -

In States where legul nid is provided in administrative,
social or fiscal matters, the provisions of this Article shall
apply to cases brought before-the courts of mbunals
competent in such matters.

Article 2

Article i shall app{y o Iegal advice pfov:dcd the person
secking. advice is present in the State. where advice is
‘soughl

Article 3

Each Conu'acnng State shall designate u Central Authority
to.receive, and take action on, applications for legal aid
submitted under this Convention.
~#

Federal States and States which have more than one legal
sysiem may designate more than.one Central Authority. if
the Central Authority to which an application is submitted
is not competent to deal with it, it shall forwurd. the
application to whichever other Central Authority in the
same Contracting State is competent to do so.

Article 4

Each Coniracting State shall designate one or more
transmitting authorities for the purpose of forwarding
applications for legal aid to the appropriate Central
Authority in the requested State.

Applications for legal aid shall be transmitted, without the
intervention of any- other authority, in the form of the
model annexed'to this Convention.

Nothing in this Article shall prevent an application from
being submitted lhrough diplomatic channels. .

Article 5 -

Where: the applicant for legal aid is not present in the
requested State, he may submit his application to a
transmitting authority in the Contracting State where he
has his habitual residence, without prejudice to any other

. The applic‘nlion

means upen o him of submitting his application to the
compctent authority in the requesied State.

The application shall be in the form of the model anncxad
1o this Coavention and shail be accompanied by uny
necessary docitments. without prejudice 1o the right of the
requested  State o roquire  {urther  information. or
documents in appropriale cases.

Any Contracting State may declare that its receiving
Central Authority will accept apphlications subm-ucd by
ather channcls or melhm.l\

Article 6

The lmmm:lurg :mlhnru-- shall assist the applicant
casuning thai ihe appliCatiom is-accompanicd by ali the
information and documents knowrn by it ie be necessary
for cunsideration of the appiication. It shall ensure that
formal require.acats are met.

If it appcars t0 the transmitting authority that the
application is manifestly unfouaded. it may refuse to
transmit the application.

{t shail assist the applicant in obtaining without charge a
transi of the d ats where such assistance is
appropriate.

It shall reply to requests for further information [rom the
receiving Central Authority i the requested State.

Article 7

the supporting documenis and any
communications in respense to requests for further
information shall be in. the official language or in vne of
the official languages of the requested State or be
accomipanied by a translation into one of thuse languages.

" However, wherc in the reqmslix'\g State it is aot feasible to

-one of those |

obtain ‘a. translation into the language of the requested
State. the latter shail accept the documents in either
English or French, or the documents accompanied by a
traaslation into one of those languages.

Communications emanating from the recciving Central
Authority may be drawn up in the official language or one
of the official lunguages of the requested State or in
English or French. However. where the application
forwarded by the lmmmin‘mb authority is in cither
English or French. or is dccompnmcd by a translation into
ations emanating {rom
the reccnvmg Central Authomy shall also be i1 one of those

The costs of translation arising from the application of the
preceding garagraphs shail be borne by the requesting
State. cxcept that any translations made in the requested
State shall not givc rise (o any claim for reimbursemcnt on
the part of that State.

Article 8

The receiving Central Authority shall determine the
application or shall take such steps as arc necessary to
oblain its determination hy u competent authorily in the
requested Stale.

The recciving Central Authority <hall transmit requesis for
further information 10 the transmittiag authority and shail
inform it of any difficulty relating to the examination of
the application and of the decision taken.

Article 9

Where the applicant for legal aid does not reside in @
Contracting State, he may submit his application through
consular channels, without prejudice to any othcr means



open (o him of submutting his application to the competent
authority in the requested State.

Any Contracting State may declare that its receiving
Centeul Authority will accept applications submitted by
other channels ur methods.

Article 1)

All documents forwarded under this Chapter shall be
exempt from legalization or any anatogous formality.

Article 11

No charges shall be made for the transmission, reception
or determination of applications for legal aid under this
Chapter.

Article 12

Applications for legal aid shall be handled expeditiously.

Article 13

Where legal aid has been granted in accordance with
Article |, service of documents in any other Contracting
State in pursuunce of the legally aided person’s
proceedings shall not give rise to any charges regardiess of
the manner in which service is effected. The sume applics
to Letters of Request and social enquiry reports, excépt for
fees paid to experts and interpreters.

Where a person has received legal aid in acgurdance with

Article 1 for proceedings in a Contracting State and u .

decision has becn given in those proceedings, he shall,
without any further examination of his circumstances, be
entitied to legal aid in any other Contracting State in which
he seeks to secure the recognition or enforcement of that
decision.

g . L. .
CHAPTER 1 - SECURITY FOR COSTS AND ENFORCEABILITY OF
ORDERS FOR COSTS

Article 14

No security, buad or deposit of uny xind may be required,
by reason only of their foreign nationality or of their not
being domicied or resident in the State in which
proccedings are commenced. from persons (including
legal persons) habitually resident in a Contracting State
who are plaintiffs or purties intervening in proceedings
before the courts or tribunals of unother ‘Contracting
State. . '

The same rule shall apply to any payment required of
plaintiffs or interveaing parties as security for court fees.

Article’15

An order for pauyment of costs and expenses of
proccedings, made in one of the Coatracting States against
any person e¢xempt from requirements us to security,
bond, deposit or payment by virtue of Article 14 or of the
law of the State where the proceedings have been
commenced shall, on the application of the person entiticd
1o the benefit of the order, be rendered enforceuble
without charge in any other Contracting Stutc.

-~
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Article 16

Each Conlructing Stale shall designate one or more
transmitting authoritiey for the purpose of forwarding to
the appropriate Central Authorily in the requested State

-applications {or rendering enforceable orders to which

Articic i appiies.

Each Contracting State shali designate a Central Authority
to receive such applications and o take the appropriate
steps to ensure that o linul decision on them is reached.

Federai States and States which have more than one legal
sysiem may designate more than one Central Authority. If
the Central Authority to which an application is submitted
is aot competent to deal with i, it shall forward the
application to whichever other Centeal ‘Authority in the
requusted State is compeient 1o do so.

Applications uadcr tius - Articie shall be transmitied
without the intervention of any other authority. without
prejudice to an application being transmitted through
diplomatic channels.

Nothing in this Article shall prevent applications from
being made directiy by the person entitled to the benefit of -
the order unless the requested State has. declared that it
will not accept applications made in this manner.

Article I7

Every apphication under Article 1S shall be accompanied
by - .

a  a true copy of the relevant part of the decision showing
the names and capacities of the parties and of the order (or
payment of costs or expenses: ’

b any documcnat necessiry Lo prove that the decision is
no longer subject to the ordinary forms of review in the
State of origio and that it is enforceable there:

¢ atransiation. certified as true. of the above-mentioncd
documenis into the lunguage of the requested State. if
they are notin that language.

The application shali be determined without o hearing and
the cempetent authority i the requested State shall be
limited 10 cxamining whether the required. documents
hive been praduced. I so reguested by the applicant, that
authority shali deternune the amount of the costs of
attestation. translation and certification. which shait be
treated as cosis and expenses of the proceedings. No
legalization or anaiogous fermauldity may be required.
There shall he no nght of appeal against the decision of the
competent authorily ¢xcept i accordance with the law of
the requested State.

CHAPTER li - COPIES OF ENTRIES AND DECISIONS

Article I8

Nationais of anv Contracting State and persons habitually
resident in any Conatracting State may obtain in any other
Contracting State. on the same 1erms and conditions as its”
nationals. copics of or extracts {rom entries in public
registers and deaisions reliting 10 civil or commercial
matters and may have such documeats legalized. where
necessary.

CHAPTER IV - PHYSICAL DETENTION AND SAFE-CONDUCT

Article 19

Arrest and detertion. whether as a means of enforcement
or simply as a precautionary measure. shall aot. in civil or
commercial matters. be employed against nationals of a
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Contracting State or persons habitually resident in a
Contricting State in circumstances where they cannot be

_empluyed against nuttonads of the arresting and detaining
State. Any fact which may be invoked by a1 national
habitually resident in such State to obtain relcase from
arrest or detention may be invoked with the same effect
by a national of a Contracting State or a person habitually
resident in a Contracting State even if the fact occurred
abroad. -

Article 20

A persen who is o national of or habitually resident in a
Contracting State and who is summoned by nume by
court or tribunal in another Contracting State, or by a
party with the leave of the court or tribunal. in order o
appear as i witness or ¢xpert in proceedings in that State’
shall not be liable 1o prosecution or detention, or
subjected 1o any other restriction on his personal liberty,
in the territory of that State in respect of any act or
conviction occurring before his arrival in that State.

The immunity provided for in the preceding paragraph
shall commence seven days before the date fixed for the
hearing of the witness or expert and shall cease when the
witness or expert having had, for a period of seven
consecutive days from the date when he was informed by
the judicial authorities that his presence is no longer
required. an opportunity of leaving has nevertheless
remained in the territory, or having left it, has returned
voluatarily. .

CHAPTER V-GENERAL PROVISIONS
Acticle 21

Without prejudice to the provisions of Article 22, nothing
in this Convention shall be construed as limiting any rights
-in respect of matters governed by this Convention which
may be conferred upon a person under the law of any
Contracting State or uader any other convention to which
itis, or becomes, a pariy.

Article 23

_ Between Parties to this Convention who are also Purties to
one or both of the Conventions on civil procedure signed
at The Hague on the {7th of July 1905 and the Ist of March
1954, this Convention shall replace Articles 17 to 24 of the
Convention cf 1905 or Articles 17 to 26 of the Convention
of 1954 even if the reservation provided for under
paragraph 2c of Article 28 of this Convention has becen
made.

Article 23

Q 1,

AT

PP agr ts between Parties (o the
Conventions -of 1905 and 1954 shalt be considered as
equally applicable to the present Convention, (o the extent
that they are compatible therewith, unless the Parties
otherwise agree.

"Article 24

A Contracting State may by declaration specify a language
or languages other than those referred to in Articles 7 and
17 in which documents sent to its Central Authority may be
drawn up or translated.

Article 25

A Contracting State which has more than onc official
language and cannot. for reasons of internal law. accept
for the whole of its ierritory Jocuments referred to in
Articles 7 and 17 drawn up in one of those languages shall
by decliration speciiy the’ Janguage in which such
documents or transkuions thereof shall be drawn up for
submission in the specified parts of its territory.

Article 26 )

I & Contracting Staie itis two of more territorial unils in
which differcat sysiems of law are applicable in relation ta
matiers deait with in this Conveation. it may at the time of
signature. ratificaiion. acceptance. approval or accession
declare that this Convention shall éxtend to all its
territoriai uaits o aaly 10 one or more of them and may
modify that decluration by submitting another declaration
at any time.

Any such declaration shall be notified to the Ministry of
Forcign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and
shall statc expressly the territorial units to which the
Conveation applics. :

Article 27
Where u Contracting State has a system ol government

under which cxccutive, judicial and legislative powers are
distributed between central and other authorities within

©that State. its signature or ratification, acceptance. or

approval of, or accession to this Convention. or its making
of any declaration under Article 26 shall carry no
implication as 10 the internal distribution of powers within
that State.

Article 28
Any Contracting State may. al the time of signature.

ratification, acceptance. approval or accession. reserve
the right to exclude the application of Article 1 in the case

.of persons who are not nationals of a Contracting State
‘but who ‘have their habitual residence in a Contracting

State ather than the reserving State or formerty had their
habitual residence in the reserving State. if there ts no
reciprocity of treatment betwecen the reserving State and

“the State of which the applicants for legal aid are

nationals.

Any Contracting Statc may. at the time of signature.
ratification. acceplance. approval or accession. reserve
the right to exclude -

a the use of English or French, or both, under paragraph
2 of Article 7; .

b the upplication of paragraph 2 of Article 13:

¢ the application of Chapter I1:

d the application of Article 20.

Wherce a State has made a rescrvation —

e undcer paragraph 2a-of this Article, excludiag the usc of

both English and Freach. any other State affectcd thereby
may apply the same rule against the reserving State:

[ under paragraph 2b of this Article. any other State may
refuse 1o apply paragraph 2 of Article 13 to persons who
are nationals of or habitually resident in the reserving
State;
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g under paragraph 2¢ of this Article, any other State may
refuse to apply Chapier 11 10 persons who are navionals of
or hubitually resident in the reserving State.

No other reservation shall be permitted.

Any Contracting State may it any time withdraw &
reservation it has made. The withdrawal shall be notified
to the Ministry of Forcign Affairs of the Kingdom of the
Netheriands. The reservation shall cease to have elfect on

the first day of the third L.lh.nd.n‘ month after lhk
noluﬁcal-on

Anticle 29

Every Contracting State shall, at the time of the deposit of
s insteument of rutification or accession, or at u later
_date, inform the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Kingdom of the Nctherlunds of the designation of
authorities pursuant o Articles 3, 4 and 16.

It shalt likewise inform the Ministry, where appropriate,
of he foliowing -

a declarations pursuant to Articles 5. 9, 16, 24, 25, 26
and 33

b amy withdrawal or modification of
designations and declarations:

¢ the withdrawal of any reservation.

the above

Article 30

The model forms annexed to this Convenlion may be
amended by a decision of a Special Commission convoked
by the Secretary General of the Hague Conference to
which alt Contracting States and all Member States shall
be invited. Notice of the proposal to amend the forms
shall be included in the agenda for the meeting.

Amendments adopted by w majority of the Contracting
States present and voting at the Special Commission shall
come o force for all Contracting States on the first day
of the seventh calender month after the date of their
cummunication by the  Secretary General o all
Contracting States.

During the period provided {or by paragraph 2 any
Contracting State -may by notification in wrinng 10 the
Ministry of Forcign Affairs of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands make o reservation with respect 10 the
amendment. A Punty making such reservation shall umil
the reservation is withdrawn be treated as a State not
Party to the present Convention with rexp;u 1o th
ameadinent.

CHAPTER Vi - FINAL CLAUSES
Article 3]

The Cunv..nnun shall be open for signaiure by the States
which were Members of the Hague Conference on Private
International Law at the time of its Fourteenth Session
and by non-Member  Staies  which were
parllup.xl\. inits pup.ur.mon

It shalt be vatificd, accepted or approved  and  the
instruments of ratilication, acceptance of approval shall
be deposited with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Kingdom of the Netherlunds.

invited 1o

Article 32

Any other State may accede to the Convention.

The instrument of accession shall be deposited with the
Minisiry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands. R

Such accession shall have cffect only as regards the
relations  between the acceding  Siale and  thosc
Coniracting States wiich have not raised an objection to -
its accession in the tweive months after the réceipt of the
nutification referred Lo in sub-parageaph 2 of Article 6.
Such an objection may also be raised by Member States at
the iime when they rtily, accept or approve the
Convention after an accession. Any such objection shali
be notified to the Ministry of Foreign AUalrs of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands.

Article 33

‘Any State may. at the time of signature. ratification.
acceplance. approval or accession, declare that the
Convention shall cxiend to all the territories for the
internationai rclations of which it is responsible. or to one
or more of them. Such a declaration shall take effect at the
time the Convention enters into force for that State.

Such deciaration. as -well as any subsequent extension.
shall be notified.to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Kingdom of the Nceiherlands.

Article 34

The Convention shail cater into force on the first day of
the third calendar moath after the deposit of the third
instrument  of ratification. acceptance. approval or
accession referred 10 in Articles 31 and 32.

Thereafter the Convention shall enter into force -

I for each State ratifying, accepting. approving or
acceding 10 it subsequently. on the first day of the third
calender month after the deposit of its instrument of
rutification. acceptance, approval or accession;

2 for any \crritory or territorial unit to which ihe

Convention has been extended in conformity with Article
26 or 3. on the first day of the third calendar month after
the notification refesred to in that Article.

Article 15

The Convention shall remain in force for five years from:
the date of its cniry into force in uccordance with the [irst
paragraph  of  Article 34 cven for States which
subsequently have ratfied. accepted, approved it or ac-
ceded to.

I there has been no denunciation.
tacHiy every five years.

Any denunciation shall be notilicd ta the Ministry of
Forcign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. at
lcast six months before the expiry of the five year period.
[t may be limited to certain of the ierritories or territorial
units to which the Convention applies.

The denunciation shali have cffect only as regirds the
State which has notificd it. The Convention shall remain in
force for the ather Coniructing States. )

it shall be renewed

Article 36

The Minisiry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands  shall nolify the States Members of the
Conference. and the States which have acceded in
accerdance with Article 32. of the following -

I the signatures and ratifications, aci:cpl:mces and

- approvals referred to in Articie 31;



