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Ag. 3376 tng 23nc AEKEMBPIOY 1999
'NOMOOESIA

MEPOX III

O negi g TvpPacng tov Hvopévov Edvav yia v Ketarorépnon tng Aneeripoong
(Kvootizdg) Nopog tov 1999 exdiderar pe dnuocisveny otnv Enionun Ecpqusglﬁa ms
Kungtaxiig Anuoxgartiag cvpgwva pe To Agdgo 52 tov Tvvrayparog.

Agteuog 23(III) ToU 1999

NOMOZ ITOY KYPQNEI TH 2YMBAZH TQN HNQMENQN EONQN
I'IA THN KATATIOAEMHZH THZ AITEPHMQZHZ XTIZ XQPEX
EKEINES [1IOY ANTIMETQIIIZOYN SOBAPH EHPAZIA

- H/KAI AITEPHMQZH, IAIAITEPA ZTHN A®PIKH

H Boul1i Twv AvVILTQoohrwv Yneitel wg axohovbmg:

1. O moadv Népog 0a avagégetal wg o megi Tng ZVpfaong twv chousvow “Zuvoruixog
EBv&V yia Tv Katamoléunon g Aneeiuwong (Kvwtuxdg) Népog tov 1999. vithos,

"2, Z10v nagovta Néupo, extog av atd to xemevo TLQOKVITTEL 6|.a(pogeuxn_ Egpnveia.
£VVOLO—

«ZUpfoon» onpaiver tn Zupfaon twv Hvu)p,évo)v EBvav yia mv Kata-

ToAEUNON TN ATEQTUWONG, ) omtoia éyLve ato Iagict otig 17 Iovviov 1994.

3. Me tov magévra NOpo, xvedvetal 1 ZUpfoon 1 exviomwon Tng oxoiag Kigwon -
eyxolOnne pe TV Am6@aon Tov YRoueyuxol ZvpBouvAiov ue AQ. 48.284 xau H‘&i‘c’a“g‘“’“;‘
nueQounvia 26.8.1998 xaL Tng OTOLAG TO KEIPEVO OTO AYYAMRO TQWTOTUTO EXTI- Mégoc I,
Betar oto Mégog I tov Ifivoxa xau ot eAAnvixd petdeeacm oto Mégog II MeégogIL
avtov:

Nogitaw 6tL oe meQimTwon avucpaong HETOED TOV XELPEVOV Tov Mégoug I
®nou exeivov tov Mégovg II tov Iivana, Ba vIeQLOYUEL TO KEIPEVO TTOV EXTI-

BetaL 0T0 Mégog I avtov. ,
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MINAKAE
(APOPO 3)
MEPOL 1

UNITED NATIONS.CONVE-‘F’ION TO COM3AT DESESTIFICATION

IN THOSZ COUNTRIES EXPZRIENCING SZRICUS CRACUGHT ANCZ/CR
O:SC:QTIFiCATXCN, PARTICULARLY IN AFZICA

Tnz Paru'e.r to this Convention,

Afuming that humaa bemas in aft’:::ﬁ or (h:::::n:d areas are at P :‘c;'..-.t:: of concarns 10 comoat
dés:ruﬁczuon and mitgate the effecss of dmughL .

Reﬂeczi}xg the urzent concern of the int::n:xniqn:u commum'(y‘."iizc!uc‘ing States and intemnational
crganizations. :bcut.‘l.hc dverse imoacu of desertification and droughie.

© Aware. that arid, semi-arid and dr/ snb—h.xmxd areas tog=zher account for 2 sxg-ux.cm: grogorion: o[

the Earth’s land ar=3 and ar= the habijtat and sourcs of livelihood for a larzz sezmentdf iss popul:uon.

A:b'owl.dug that. dﬁcﬂﬁmnon and dreught are proalems of gloca! dxm-r:sxon in that chc y affzct
all c=gions of the world and that joint acZon of the international commusnity is aes<ed 10 combat

des::tiﬁé:ﬁon and/or mitizats the sffects of drought:

Neiing the hizh conceatration of develoging countries. natzbly the lezst Cevelcped countdes., amang
theseexperiencing sesious drought and/or dm-.mﬁcnnon and the rz:bcu'arlv ragic cansesusncss of these
phe.‘cmen: in Afica,

Noting also that c!cs::z.ﬁcnuon is c:us::! by cample. interactions :mong chysical, blolov'cJ rolitic!,
social.- cuxmn! and economic racmn.

Cocmc'emrg the impactof t:..de and relevane aspects of m::'n..non..l 2conomic r=lacons qa t.re ability
of aff :e:f-c:n.ntres (e rmbat des. qi1d c:uon ad-'w...ldy

Con:c.au thar- sus(mnable economxc wmwth. social development and povesy ~:¢xc.uon ae prertm
of affected deveicping countrizs. paricularly ia Amc:. and are esseadal to mesdng sustainatiticy

objectives.

Mirdfil thatdesestification and droughe 1ffact susiainable development turcugh their inemalitonshics
_with imgpemant social probiems such s poverty, poor health and autidoa. lack of {Ged security. aad
ammv from migration. disui:c"re 2t of persens ud demogriphic dynamics.

A;p,-x‘_f,-;,',-, the significancs of the past effors and exgeriencs of Statzs and iniernguont
orginizaicas in combaung deserificztion and miugating the eflecs of drought gardiculadly in
imgplementing the Plan of Action to Combat Desertification which was adopizd a tie Unitzd Natgas

Con.t‘c::ac.. oa Dac:ux‘ icagen in 19"7

Ra""::rg lmr. d:s;:ue -r“orvs in the past. progress in conbnung Caserification and mitigatng e
effacts of drought has aof mar expectidons and that 2 aew 3ad mors effsctive spproach s nesded at all

levels within the frame-work of sustainsble devsicpment

Recogniziag the validicy and relevancs of decisions adopeed 3t the Uritad Nzcoas Confersacs cn
Eaviconment and Development. pargcuizrt of AZ2762 21 and its chagtar (2. which srovide 3 basis for
cemoating deserificadon. :
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Recfirming in this light the comrut"*c'u.s of deue'o;;cd coungies s contained in paragraph |3 of
chapter 33 of Ageacs 21, .

Recalling Gereral Assembly resoluticn 47/183. particularly the yﬂOﬂ!] in it prescrived for &ftica. and
all other rzfevant United Nations resolutons. decisions and programmes on desertification md drought,
as well as refevant declarations by Ahcmcounms and these from oter regions.

Reaffirming. the Rio Declaration on Eavironment and Developmeat which states. in its Priaciple 2, thar -
States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the priaciples of international law,
the sovereign cight to exploit their own resowsces pursuant to their own eavironmental and developmental -
pohcm. and the responsibility to ensure that activities withia theic jurisdiction oc coamol do: not cause
damage to the environment of other States ar of arsas beyond the limits of naticonal jurisdiction.

. Rezognizing that national Goveraments play a critical role in combating desertification and mitigating
the effects of drought and that progress m that respect de;e“ds oa !ec::l lmple. eatiton. of action
- . programmes in affected areas, ) . ’ : .

Recagnu..ﬂg also the imporance and secsssity - of ioternational coopmuon and parnesship ig.
combmng dscmﬁmon and m.mg:mng u‘xe edects of drought.

Rzcognizing further the importancs of the provision to affected de'/e!opmg countriss, pa.mculady in
Africa. of effective mears, inter olic substiitial Gnancial resources, including new and-additional funding,
and accsss to technology, without which it will be diffi c_xlt for nhen o implement fully zhc.r comrmcmears

under this Conveation,

Erpruw-g coocem over the impact of dsemﬁcauon and Croucm on a.!“ected ccn.au—es inCentral A.m
and the Trarscaucasus,

S't}‘z_:‘s:‘ng:me‘iu':i:omnt- role played by womea in regions affected by acserriﬂczéogu_xg/cc"dwugm.
paricularly in cural arzas of caveloping countries. and the imporunce of ensuring the full paricipation
of beth men and women at aif levels in grogrammes 0 combat deseriification and mitigiue the effects of
drought,

Emphm‘l;'ng the special role of aca-govemmental arganizatoas and other major grcups in,
pragrammes o combat dsemﬁc:uan and mitgate. the crf'cr.s of dmught.

‘Becring i mind the r‘!auonshm be' -weza desentification and octer 2aviroameacy nrctu-ﬁs of alob:l
dimeasion faciag the international and adonal commuanities.

Bearing clso in mind the cinuibuton that combating desemificaion can make (0 ichieving the
.objectives of the United Nations Framewark Convention on Climate Changs. me Conaveaccnon qu'eﬂ'c:l
Divezsity and other relaied environmeatal conventions,

Believing that s—-at:gm to comba¢ deserification and midgate iz '{rc:s of drcught will te most
effective if they are’based on sound sysiematic obs.rvauon and rigoraus scieatific k1cu.="g: and if they
ars ccnunuws!y rzevaluated, : :

Recognizing the urgent need 10 improve the sffectiveness and cocrdination ol mtz—-x.Lonal cooperion
to ficilitue the implementation of natcnal pl:x's and pricritzs.
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Detarmined to lake agproprats acicn in cqmb-:zx.vmgf:du}:m)u;::linc ad midgating the effects of
drought for te benefit of praseat and futurs generauons.. :

Have-cgreed as foligws: _
PARTI: INTRODUCTION
Ariicle 1. Usa of ;errﬁs
For. rhg pur;cse# of this Ceaveatoa:

(2) “desentification” mears land degracacion in arid. semi-uid 2l ey sub-humid areas resultizg fiom
varicus factors, inclucing climatic variations acd human actuvites; o

(v) “combating desertification” includes actvilies Which ar2 put af the integrated cevelopmeat of
tand in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas for sustainable develupment which ace zied at:

O] preveatica and/or reducticn of land deg_r:_ld:t.‘cn;
(i) renabilitation of partly degraced land: and

(i) reclamation of desentified land;
(¢) “drought™ means the naturally occurring phezomenon that czists when pf::ipiulion has besa
significandy below normal recorded levels, causing serious hydrological imbalances that adversely affect
land resource production sysiems: ’ - - . .

() “mitigatng the cffects of drought” means acdvites 81! to e predicdon of drought and
intended o reduce the vulaenability of scciety and natural sysiems o (!roug{'".t as it r2iates 10 combating
deserification; . . ’ : a

(2) “land” means the tesrestrial bio-productive sys::n.'n dtut ccmprixi_{sau_' yég:uﬂon‘ other biota. 1nd
the ecological and hydrological processes that operate within the system; T

(0 “land dezradation” means reduction cr loss. in a7id. semi-arid 1nd dry sub-tumid yess. of e
biological or economic productivity and complexity of rainfed crupland, irmigated crogiand. of fngs.
paswrs, forest and woodlands cesulting fom land uses oc from 2 process or combinatica of processes.
including processes arising from human ctivites and habitation piticens, such as: :

KO scil excsicn caused by wiad and/or water:
(i) detarioration of the physical. chemical and biglogical «r cegnomic pm{:c:ﬁ:cs of soil; and
(ili) loag-tecm loss of aztural vegetation:

(@) “arid. semi-arid and dry sub-humid areas™ means areas, other than polar and sub-polar regions.
in which the ratio of annual precipitzion 0 potential evapetranspirstun {2ils witia the rang2 from 0.05
(0 0.65: '
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=

(h) ~affected areas™ means acd. semi-arid gne/ge dry sub-humid wrsas affecied or Uretenedl by
deserdification: ' '

. (i) “affected countries” means countries whose lands include, im whale or in part affected arsds;

() “regicnal economic integration ‘Organizatiod” mezas an organization constityted by soversig:
Stites of a given region which has competencs in tespect of matters govemned by this Convention and has
been duly authorized, in accordance with its internal grocedures, to sign. caify, accept. ipprove oc acceds

to this Coavention;

(x) “developed country Fartes”™ means developed country Parties and ‘r:gi.onal ecoaomic int2graton
organizations coasdtuted by developed countries. : - o
Article 2. Objectve -

1. - The objective of this Coaveation is o cmbat ¢esectification and mitigate the effects of drought in
couptries expesieacing serious drought and/or desecification. paricularly in Adrica tuough effectve
action at all levels. supporied by international coopesation and partnesship amsrgements. in the framework
of an .integrared aggroach. which is consisient with Agenda 21, with 1 view (o concibuting © Uie
. achievemeat of sustainable cevelopmest in affected arsas - : o -

2. Achieving this objecive will involve long-term intsgrated strategies that focus simultaneously. in
-affectad areas, oa improved productivity of land, ard the rehabilitation. ¢onsecvation and ‘sustainable
managemeat of land and wates resourcss, leading to improved living coodiyons. jn particular at the
commugicy level - . . :

. Article 3. Principles

In ordes o achieve the' objective of tis Coavesticn na w0 implersent its provisions. the Pardes shall
be guicded. inter akia. by e following: : ’ : : S

(2) the Partes $hould ensure that decisions on th= design and implemestatica of programumes )
combat deserification anc/or mitigats the 2fTects of drought are taken with the participatioa of populadons

and local communities and that an enabling eavironmeat is craazed ‘at highes levels o facilitate acdon it
natonal and local levels: T : oo e

(b) the Paries should. in a spirit of internationai sofidarity and parnaship. improve cgogeration ad

coordinaton at subregional, regional and intamatcaal levels. and. bezer focus -financial. human,

organizazional and technjcal resourcss where Uley arz aexded:

(¢) the Parties should develop. in 2 spirit of partaership. coeperation among alt levels of government.
communities. pon-governmental organizations and l==choidess © establish 3 beasr uncersianding of tie
- paturz and value of land and scarce, wasr resouress in affected aress and 0 work (Owards theit sustainable
use: and ' ‘ : .
(d) the Parties should take into full consideratica the special ne=ds and circumstances of affecizd
develeping county Pardes. paricularly the least cevsicped among them. - - o
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