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899 Ν. 19(ΠΙ)/97 

Ο περί της Σύμβασης-Πλαισίου των Ηνωμένων Εθνών γιο τις Κλιματικές Μεταβολές 
(Κυρωτικός) Νόμος του 1997 εκδίδεται με δημοσίευση στην Επίσημη Εφημερίδα της 
Κυπριακής Δημοκρατίας σύμφωνα με το Άρθρο 52 του Συντάγματος. 

Αριθμός 19(111) του 1997 
ΝΟΜΟΣ ΠΟΥ ΚΥΡΩΝΕΙ ΤΗ ΣΥΜΒΑΣΗ­ΠΛΑΙΣΙΟ ΤΩΝ ΗΝΩΜΕΝΩΝ 

ΕΘΝΩΝ ΓΙΑ ΤΙΣ ΚΛΙΜΑΤΙΚΕΣ ΜΕΤΑΒΟΛΕΣ 
Η Βουλή των Αντιπροσώπων ­ψηφίζει ως ακολούθως: 
1. Ο παρών Νόμος θα αναφέρεται ως ο περί της Σύμβασης­Πλαισίου των 

Ηνωμένων Εθνών για τις Κλιματικές Μεταβολές (Κυρωτικός) Νόμος του 1997. 
2. Στον παρόντα Νόμο, εκτός εάν από το κείμενο προκύπτει διαφορετική 

έννοια­

"Σύμβαση" σημαίνει τη Σύμβαση­Πλαίσιο των Ηνωμένων Εθνών για τις 
Κλιματικές Μεταβολές, η οποία υπογράφηκε στις 15 Ιουνίου 1992 από τις 
χώρες που συμμετέσχον στη Διάσκεψη του Ρίο Ιανέιρο για το Περιβάλλον 
και την Ανάπτυξη. 
3. Με τον παρόντα Νόμο κυρώνεται η Σύμβαση της οποίας η υπογραφή εκ 

μέρους της Κυπριακής Δημοκρατίας έγινε μετά την Απόφαση του Υπουργικού 
Συμβουλίου με Αρ. 37.491 και ημερομηνία 4 Ιουνίου 1992 και η επικύρωση 
εγκρίθηκε με την Απόφαση του Υπουργικού Συμβουλίου με Αριθμό 45.831 
και ημερομηνία 8 Απριλίου 1997 και της οποίας το κείμενο στο αγγλικό 
πρωτότυπο εκτίθεται στο Μέρος Ι του Πίνακα και σε ελληνική μετάφραση στο 
Μέρος II αυτού: 

Νοείται ότι σε περίπτωση αντίφασης μεταξύ του κειμένου του Μέρους Ι 
και εκείνου του Μέρους II του Πίνακα θα υπερισχύει το κείμενο που εκτίθε­
ται στο Μέρος Ι αυτού. 

Συνοπτικός 
τίτλος. 

Ερμηνεία. 

Κύρωση της 
Σύμβασης. 
Πίναχας 
Μέρος Ι, 
Μέρος Π. 
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ΠΙΝΑΚΑΣ 

(άπθοο 3) 

ΜΕΡΟΣ Ι 

U N I T E D NATIONS FRAMEWORK C O N V E N T I O N O N CLIMATE CHANGE 

TAE PARTIES TO THiS CONVENTION, 

ACKNOWLEDGING :hac change in :he Earth's ciimace and its adverse effects ire ι common concern or 
humankind; 

CONCERNED :hac human activities have been substantially increasing che icmoscher:c concentrations of 
greenhouse gases, :hac these increases enhance che nacural greenhouse effect, and 6 a ; :his will result on 
average in an adtiicional warming oc che Earth's surface and atmosphere and mar adverse!'/ affect narural 
ecosysrems and humankind; 

NOTING thac che !arg;s: share of historical and currenc global emissions of greenhouse gases has originated 
in developed countries, :ha: per capita emissions in developing countries are still relatively low and chat the 
share of global emissions originating in developing countries will grow co mee: their social and development 
needs; , 

A WARE of the role and importance in cerrescrial and marine ecosystems of sinks and reservoirs of 
greenhouse gases; 

NOTING chat there are many uncertainties in predictions of climate change, particularly with regard to the 
timing, magnitude and regional patterns thereof; 

ACKNOWLEDGING thac che global nature of ciimace change calls for che widest possible cooperation by 
all councries and cheir participation in an effective and appropriate international response, in accordance 
with cheir common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities and their social and 
economic conditions; 

RECALLING the pertinent provisions of the Declaration of che United Nations Conference on :he Human 
Environment, adopted at Scockhoim on Ιό June 1972; 

RECALLING ALSO that States have, in accordance with che Charter of che United Nations and the 
principles of international law, che sovereign righc co exploic their own resources pursuant to cheir own 
environmental and developmental policies, and che responsibility co ensure that activities within their 
jurisdiction or control do noc cause damage co che environment of other States or of areas beyond che limits 
of national jurisdiction; 

REAFFIRMING the principle of sovereignty of Scares in international cooperation co address ciimace 
change; 

RECOGNIZING thac Sates should enact effective environmental legislation, that environmental standards, 
management objectives and priorities should reflect the environmental and developmental context co which 
they apply, and thac standards applied, by some councries may be inappropriate and of unwarranted 
economic and social cost to ocher councries, in particular developing countries; 

RECALLING the provisions of General Assembly resolution 44/223 of 22 December 1939 on the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development, and resolutions 43/53 of 5 December 1983, 44/207 
of 22 December 1989, 45/212 of 21 December 1990 and 46/169 of 19 December 1991 on protection of 
global ciimace for present and future generations of mankind; 

RECALLING ALSO che provisions of General Assembly resolution 44/206 of 22 December 1989 on the 
possible adverse effects of sea level rise on islands and coastal areas, particularly low-lying coastal areas and 
the pertinent provisions of General Assembly resolution 44/172 of 19 December 1989 on che 
implementation of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertification; 

RECALLING FURTHER the Vienna Convention for che Protection of che Ozone Layer, 1985, and che 
Montreal Prococol on Substances thac Deplete the Oxone Layer, 1987, as adjusred and amended on 29 June 
1990; 
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NOTING die Ministerial Declaration of the Second World Climate Conference adopted on 7 November 
1990; 

CONSCIOUS or the valuable analytical work being conduced by many States on climate change and of -he 
important contributions of the World Meteorological Organiration. ;he United Nations Environment 
Programme and other organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations ;vsrem, a.s well as other 
international and intergovernmental bodies, to the e.tchange of results ot scientific research and the 
coordinarion of research; 

RECOGNIZING that steps required to understand and address climate change will be environmentally, 
socially and economically most effective if they art based on relevant scientific, technical and economic 
considerations and continually re-evaluated in the light of new findings in these areas; 

RECOGNIZING that various actions to address climate change can be justified economically in their own 
right and can also help in solving other environmental problems; 

RECOGNIZING ALSO the need for developed countries to take immediate acron in a flexible manner on 
the basis of cfear priorities, as a first step towards comprehensive response strategies at the global, national 
and, where agreed, regional levels chat take into accaunc all greenhouse gases, with due consideration of 
their relative contributions to the enhancement of the greenhouse effect; 

RECOGNIZING FURTHER that low-lying and other small island countries, countries with low-lying 
coastal, arid and semi-arid areas or areas liable to floods, drought and desertification, and developing 
countries with fragile mountainous ecosystems are particularly vulnerable :o the adverse effects of climate 
change; 

RECOGNIZING the special difficulties of those countries, especially developing countries, whose economies 
are particularly dependent on fossil fuel production, use and exportation, as a consequence of action taken 
on limiting greenhouse gas emissions; 

AFFIR.VUNG that responses to climate change should be coordinated with social and economic 
development in an integrated manner with a view to avoiding adverse impacts on the latter, taking into full 
account the legitimate priority needs of developing countries tor the achievement of sustained economic 
growth and the eradication of poverty; 

RECOGNIZING that all countries, especially developing countries, need access to resources required :o 
achieve sustainable social and economic development and thac, in order for developing countries to progress 
towards that goal, their energy consumption will need to grow caking into account the possibilities for 
achieving greater energy efficiency and for controlling greenhouse gas emissions in general, including 
through the application of new technologies on terms which make such an application economically and 
socially beneficial; 

Dtlc&MINED to protect the climate system for present and future generations. 

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 

Article 1 

Definitions (') 

'dimace change' means a change of ciimace which is 
acoributed direcrry or indirectly to human activity chat 
alters the composition of the global atmosphere and 
which is in addirioa to- natural climate variability 
observed over comparable rime periods; 

For the purposes of this Convention: 

1. 'adverse effects of climate change' mean* changes in 
the physical environment or biota resulting from 
ciimace change which have significant deleterious 
effects on the composition, resilience or productivity 
of natural and managed ecosystems or on the 
operation of socio-economic systems or on human 
health and welfare; 

') Tides of Articles are included solely to assist the reader. 

3. 'climate system' means the totality of the atmosphere, 
hydrosphere, biosphere and geosphere and their 
interactions; 

'emissions' means the release of greenhouse gases 
and/or cheir precursors into the atmosphere over a 
specified area and period of rime; 

5. 'greenhouse gases' means those gaseous constituents 
of the atmosphere, both natural and anthropogenic, 
that absorb and re-emit infrared radiation; 
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6. 'regional economic incegracion organization' means an 
organization conscicuced by sovereign Scaces of a 
given region which has competence in respect of 
marters governed by this Convention or its Protocols 
and has been duly authorized, in accordance with its 
internal procedures, to 5ign, ratify, accept, approve or 
accede to che instruments concerned. 

the specific needs and special circumstances ot 
developing country parties, especially chose that are 
particularly vulnerable to che. adverse effects of 
ciimace change, and of chose parties, especially 
developing country parries, chat would have co bear a 
disproportionate or abnormal burden under che 
Convention, should be given full consideration; 

7. 'reservoir' means a component or components of che 
ciimace system where a greenhouse gas or a precursor 
of a greenhouse gas is stored; 

8. 'sink' means any process, activity or mechanism 
which removes a greenhouse gas, an aerosol or a 
precursor of a greenhouse gas from the atmosphere; 

9. 'source' means any process or activity which releases 
a greenhouse gas, an aerosol or a precursor of a 
greenhouse gas into che atmosphere. 

Article 1 

the parties should cake precautionary measures to 
anticipate, prevent or minimize the causes of climate 
change and mitigate its adverse effects. Where there 
are chreacs of serious or irreversible damage, lack of 
full scientific certainty should be used as a reason for 
postponing such measures, taking into account char 
policies and measures to deal with ciimace change 
should be cost-effective so as to ensure global benefits 
ac che lowest possible cose. To achieve chis, such 
policies and measures should take into account 
dirrerenc socio-economic concexts, be comprehensive, 
cover all relevant sources, sinks and reservoirs of 
greenhouse gases and adaptation, and comprise all 
economic secrors. Efforts to address climate change 
may be carried out cooperatively by interested 
parties; 

Objective 

The. ultimate objective of this Convention and any related 
legal instrumencs chac che Conference of che Parties may 
adopt is ro achieve, in accordance with che relevant 
provisions of che Convention, stabilization of greenhouse 
gas concentrations in che atmosphere ac a level chac 
would prevent dangerous anthropogenic incerference wich' 
che ciimace system. Such a level should be achieved 
within a time frame sufficient to allow ecosystems to 
adapc naturally co ciimace change, to ensure chac food 
production is noc chreatened and to enable economic 
development to proceed in a sustainable manner. 

Article 3 

che parties have a righc co, and should, promote 
sustainable development. Policies and measures co 
protect che ciimace system against human-induced 
change should be appropriate for the specific 
conditions of each party and should be incegraced 
wich national developrr.enc programmes, caking into 
accounc chac economic developmenc is essential for 
adopting measures co address ciimace change; 

che parties should cooperate co promote a supportive 
and open international economic system chac 
would lead co sustainable economic growth and 
developmenc in all parties, particularly developing 
country parties, chus enabling them better co address 
the problems of ciimace change. Measures taken to 
combat ciimace change, including unilateral ones, 
should noc constitute a means of arbitrary or 
unjustifiable discrimination or a disguised restriction 
on international trade. 

Principles 

Ια their actions co achieve the objective of the 
Convention and to implement its provisions, the parties 
shall be guided, inter alia, by the following: 

1. che Parties should procect che dimace system for the 
benefic of present* and future generations of 
humankind, on the basis of equity and in accordance 
wich cheir common but differentiated responsibilities 
and respective capabilities. Accordingly, the developed 
country parties should take the lead in combating 
ciimace change and che adverse effects thereof; 

Article 4 

Commitments 

1. All parties, caking inco accounc cheir common but 
differentiated responsibilities and cheir specific national 
and regional development priorities, objectives and 
circumstances, shall: 
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(a) develop, periodically update, publish and make 
available co che Conference of che parries, in 
accordance with. Article 12, narional inventories of 
anchropogenic emissions by sources and removals by 
sinks of all greenhouse gases noc controlled by the 
Montreal Procccoi, using comparable methodologies 
to be agreed upon by the Conference of the parries; 

(b) formulace, implement, publish and regularly 
update national and, where appropriate, regional 
programmes containing measures to mitigate climate 
change by addressing anthropogenic emissions by 
sources and removals by sinks of all greenhouse 
gases noc controlled by the Montreal Protocol, and 
measures to facilitate adequate adaptation to climate 
change; 

(c) promoce and cooperate in the development, 
application and diffusion,; including transfer, of 
technologies, practices and processes that control, 
reduce or preveac anthropogenic emissions of 
greenhouse gases noc controlled by the Montreal 
Prococol in all relevant sectors, including che energy, 
transport, industry, agriculture, forestry and waste 
management sectors; 

(d) promoce sustainable management and promoce and 
cooperace in the conservation and enhancement, as 
appropriate, of sinks and reservoirs of all greenhouse 
gases noc controlled by che Montreal Prococol, 
including biomass, forests and oceans as well as 
ocher terrestrial, coastal and marine ecosystems; 

(e) cooperace in preparing for adaptation co the impacts 
of climate change; develop and elaborate appropriate 
and integrated plans for coastal zone management, 
water resources and agriculture, and for che 
procecrion and rehabilitation of areas, particularly in 
Africa, affected by drought and" desertification, as 
well as floods; 

(f) take climate change considerations into account, to 
che extent feasible, in their relevant social, economic 
and environmental policies and actions, and 
employ appropriate methods, for example impact 
assessments, formulated and determined nationally, 
wich a view co mmimizing adverse effects on the 
economy, on public health and on che quality of the 
environment, of projects or measures undertaken by 
them to mitigate or adapt to climate change; 

(g) promoce and cooperace in scientific, technological, 
technical, socio-economic and ocher research, 
systematic observation and development of data 
archives relaced co che climace system and intended 
co further the understanding and co reduce or 

eliminate :he remaining uncertainties regarding :he 
causes, effects, magnitude and riming of climate 
change and che economic and social consequences of 
various response strategies; 

(h) promoce and cooperate in che full, open and proracc 
exchange of relevant scientific, technological, 
technical, socio-economic and legal information 
related co che climace system and climate change, and 
:o the economic and social consequences of various 
response strategies; 

(i) promoce and cooperace in education, craining and 
public awareness relaced co climace -change 3r.d 
encourage che widesc participation in this process, 
including chac of non-governmencal organizations; 
and 

(j) communicace co the Conference of the parties 
information related :o implementation, in accordance 
with Article 12. 

2. The developed country parties and ocher parties 
included in Annex I commie chemselves specifically as 
provided for in the following: 

(a) each of these parties shall adopc national (l) policies 
and cake corresponding measures on che mitigation 
of climace change, by limiting ics anchropogenic 
emissions of greenhouse gases and protecting and 
enhancing its greenhouse gas sinks and reservoirs. 
Tnese policies and measures will demonstrate chac 
developed countries are caking che lead in modifying 
longer-cerm crenels in anthropogenic emissions 
consistent with che objective of the Convention, 
recognising that, che return by che end of the presenc 
decade co earlier levels of anchropogenic emissions of 
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases not 
controlled by the Monacal Prococol would 
contribute co such modification, and taking into 
account the differences in these parties' starting 
points and approaches, economic structures and 
resource, bases, the need to maincain strong and 
sustainable economic growth, available technologies 
and other individual circumstances, as well as the 
need for equitable and appropriate contributions by 
each of these parties co che global effort regarding 
chac objertrve. These parties may implement such 
policies and measures jointly with other parties and 
may assist other parties in contributing .to che 
achievement of che objective of the Convention and, 
in particular, chac of chis subparagraph; 

(') This includes policies and measures adopted by regional 
economic incegraaon organizations. 


