N.

IIAPAPTHMA IIPQTO

4(I1D)/96

THX EINIZHMHZ EOHMEPIAAY THEZ AHMOKPATIAZ

AQ. 3049 ¢ 29mc MAPTIOY 1996
NOMOOEXIA

MEPOX 111

O megi tng Tvppacns ytd Tn Buoioywxn IMowhopoggia (Kvewtizdg) Nopog tov 1996
exdidetor pe dnpocisven otnv Enmionun Egnuegida g Kumpuaxits Anpoxgaticg

ovpgova pe To Agdgo 52 tov Tuvvraypatos.

AoBuée 4(111) tov 1996

NOMOZ I10Y KYPQNEI TH ZYMBAZH I'lA TH
BIOAOTIKH ITOIKIAOMOP®IA

H BovAn TV AvTLtQoodhwy Yneitel wg axolovbwg:

1. O mapwv Nopog Ba avagégetol wg o mepl Tng Zvufaong yio T Bloko-
yux1 ITowkihopoeio (Kuewtindg) Népog tov 1996.

2. Z1ov madvto NOpo, eXTOg eGv OO TO KELPEVO TTQOXUITEL SLAPOQETLXY
gvvoLo— '

«Z0ufaon» onuaiver ™ Zvufoon yio tn Biokoyuxn IMowxihopooeia, m
omoio viwoyedenue oTig 15 Iovviov 1992 amd TLG XMWQEES TOV CVUUETELXAV
ot Avaoxeyn tov Pio Iavélgo yua to IMegudilov xar tnv AvAamTuEn.

3. Me tov maedévta NOpo ®xvodvetal n ZUpufaon Tng oxoiag N vwoyQoen €x
uéoovg tng Kvumoranrrg Anpoxgoatiog £ywve petd tnv Andgacn tov YITovo-
yinol Zvpfovhiov pe AQBud 37.491 xau nmuegounvia 4 Iovviov 1992 xow m
EMHVQWON €YXQiONKE pe TNV AmO@aon Tov Ymougywov ZupBovAiiov pe
A0Ou6 43.341 nau nuegopnvia 22 Nogufoiov 1995 xnai tng omwoiog to %eipevo
0T0 ayyYAro TETéTUTO eXTiBetar 0T0 MEQog I tov IMivaxa koL og eEMANVIXY
uetdgoaon ato Mégog Il avtov: -

Nosgitar étL 08 TEQIMTOON AVIIQAONG RETAED TOU xewuévoy Tov Mégoug I
%xat exeivov tov Mégoug Il tov IHivara 6o vmegLoxVeL To relpevo mov exti-
OetaL ato Mégog I autov.

(13)

ZUvomTIKOG
TiThOG.

Eoqunveia.

Kvowon

N5 Zvpbaong.
Mivoxag.
Mégog 1
Mégog IL.
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NINAKAZ
(AgBgo 3)

MEPOL I
CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

reamble

The Contracting Parties,

Conscious of the intrinsic value of biological diversity and of the
ecological, genetic, social, economic, scieatific, educational, cultural,
recreat;onal and aesthetic values of biological diversity and its components,

Conscious also of the importance of biological diversity for evolution
and for maintaining life sustaining systems of the biosphere,

Affirming that the conservation of biclogical diversity is a common
concern of humankind,

Reaffirming that States have sovereign rights over their own bioclcgical
resources,

Reéffirming also that States are responsible for conserving their
biological diversity and for using their biological resources in a sustainable

manner,

Concerned that biological diversity is being significantly reduced by
certain human activities,

Aware of the general lack of information and knowledge regarding
biological diversity and of the urgent need to develop scientific, technical
and institutional capacities to provide the basic understanding upon which to
plan and implement appropriate measures,

L]
Noting that it is vital to anticipate, prevent and attack the causes of
significant reduction or loss of biological diversity at source,

Noting also that where there is a threat of gignificant reduction or loss
of biological diversity, lack of full scientific certaxnty should not be used
as a reason for postponing measures to avoid or minimize such a threat,

Noting further that the fundamental ‘requirement for the conservation of
biclogical diversity is the in-situ conservation of ecosystems and natural
habitats and the maintenance and recovery of viable populations of specxes in
thexr natural surroundings,

Noting further that ex-situ measures, ﬁreferably in the country of
origin, also have an important role to play,

Recognizing the close and traditional dependence of many indigenous and
local communities embodying traditional lifestyles on biological resources,.
and the desirability of sharing equitably benefits arising from the use of
traditional knowledge, innovations and practices relevant to the conservation
of bioclogical diversity and the sustainable use of its components,

Recognizing also the vital role that women play in the conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity and affirming the need for the £full
participation of women at all levels of policy-making and implementation for
biological diversity conservation,
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Stressing the importance of, and the need to promote, internatiocnal,
regional and global ccoperation among States and intergovernmental
organizations and the non-governmental sector for the conservation of
biological diversity and the sustainable use of its components,

Acknowledging that the provision of new and additional financial
rescurces and appropriate access to relevant technologies can be expected tc
make a substantial difference in the wcrld's ability to address the loss cf
biological diversity,

Acknowledging further that special provision is required to meet the
needs of developing countries, including the provision of new and additicnal
financial resources and appropriate access to relevant technologies,

Noting in this regard the special conditions of the least developed
countries and small island States,

Acknowledging that substantial investments are required to conserve
biological diversity and that there is the expectation of a broad range cof
environmental, econcmic and social benefits from those investments,

Recognizing that economic and social development and poverty eradication
are the first and overriding priorities of developing countries, .

Aware that conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity is of
critical importance for meeting the food, health and other needs of the
growing world population, for which purpose access to and sharing of both
genetic resources and technologies are essential,

Noting that, ultimately, the conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity will strengthen friendly relations among States and
contribute to peace for humankind,

Desiring to enhance and complement existing international arrangements.
for the conservation of biological diversity and sustaipable use of its

components, and

Determined to conserve and sustainably use biological diversity for the
benefit of present and future generations,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1. Objectives

The objectives of this Convention, to be pursued in accordance with its
relevant provisions, are the conservation of biological diversity, the
sustainable use of its components and the fair and equitable sharing of the
benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources, including by
appropriate access to genetic resources and by appropriate transfer of
relevant technologies, taking into account.all rights over those resources and

to technologies, and by appropriate funding.
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Article 2. Use of Terms

For the purposes of this Convention:

"Biological d;vetszty means the variability among living organisms from all
sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic
ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are part; this inclucdes
diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems.

"Biological resources” includes genetic resocurces, organisms or parts therect
populations, or any other biotic component of ecosystems with actual or
potential use or value for humanity.

~"3iotechnology” means any technological application that uses biological
systems, living organisms, or derivatives thereof, to make or modify products

or processes for specific use.

"Country of origin of genetic resources” means the country which possesses
those genetic resources in in-situ conditions.

"Country providing genetic resources” means the country supplying genetic
resources collected from in-situ sources, including populations of both wild
and domesticated species, or taken from ex-situ sources, which may or may not

have originated in that country.

"Domesticated or cultivated species™ means species in which the evolutionary
process has been influenced by humans to meet their needs.

"Ecosystem” means a dynamic complex of plant, animal and micro-organism
communities and their non-living environment interacting as a functional unit.

"Ex-situ conservation" means the conservation ¢f components of biological
diversity outside their natural habitats.

- 1
"Genetic material” means any material of plant, animal, microbial or other
origin containing functional units of heredity.

"Genetic resources" means genetic material of actual or potential value.

"Habitat" means the place or type of site where an organism or population
naturally occurs.

"In-situ condicions" means conditions where genetic resources exist within
ecosystems and natural habitats, and, in the case of domesticated or
cultivated species, in the surroundings where they have developed their

distinctive properties.

"In-situ conservation™ means the conservation of ecosystems and natural
habitats and the maintenance and recovery of viable populations of species in
their natural surroundings and, in the case of domesticated or cultivated
species, in the surroundings where they have develcped their distinctive

properties.

"Protected area” means a geographically defined area which is designated or
regulated and managed to achieve specific conservation objectives.
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"Regional economic integration organization" geans an organization constitutec
by sovereign States of a given region, to which its member States have
transferred comgpetence in respect of matters governed by this Conventica and
which has been duly authcrized, in accordance with its internal procedures, &tc
sign, ratify, accept, approve or accede to it.

"Sustainable use” means the use of components of biological diversity in a way
and at a rate that does not lead to the long-term decline of biological
diversity, thereby maintaining its potential to meet the needs and aspirations

of present and future generations.
"Tschnology* includes biotechnology.
Article 3. Principle

States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the
principles of internatiocnal law, the sovereign right to exploit their own
resources pursuant to their own environmental policies, and the responsibility
to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or control do not cause
damage to the environment of other States or of areas beyond the limits of

national jurisdiction.

Article 4. Jurisdictional Scope

Subject to the rights of other States, and except as otherwise expressly
provided in this Convention, the provisions of this Convention apply, in

relation to each Contracting Party:

(a) In the case of components of biological diversity, in areas within
the limits of its national jurisdiction; and

{b) In the case of processes and activities, regardless of where their
effects occur, carried out under its jurisdiction or control, within the area
of its national jurisdiction or beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.

Article 5. Cooperation

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as pcssible and as appropriate,
cooperate with other Contracting Parties, directly or, where appropriate,
through competent international organizations, im respect of areas beyond
national jurisdiction and on other matters of mutual interest, for the
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity.

Article 6. General Measures for Conservation and Sustainable Use

Each Contracting Party shall, in accordance with its particular
conditions and capabilities:

(a) Develop national strategies, plans or programmes for the
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity or adapt for this

purpose existing strategies, plans or programmes which shall reflect, inter
alia, the measures set out in this Convention relevant to the Contracting

Party concerned; and

(b) Integrate, as far as possible and as appropriate, the consezvation
and sustainable use of biological diversity into relevant sectoral or cross-
sectoral plans, programmes and policies.



