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NOMO®EXIA

MEPOX III

O nepi g Svppdccog Miawsiov yie v Igoorasia Tov Edvizadv Mewovorirov
(Kvpotizés) Nopog tov 1995 exdidetar pe dnposicven oty Enmionun E(pnpeqtaa mg
Kvumoraxiis Anuoxgatiag ovmpmva pe To Agfgo 52 Tov Tuvraypartog.

Apdpdg 28(111) tov 1995
NOMOZS KYPQN TH SYMBAZH MAAIZIO I'IA THN IIPOZTAZIA
EONIKQN MEIONOTHTQN

H BovA1} Tov AVTLTQOOOIT®V YN@iLer (»g axolovbwc:

1. O mapdv Nopog Bo avapéeetal wg o el g Zvpfdoewg ITAaigiov Yo Zwomwé;
v Ioootaocia twv EGvixdv Mewovotitov (Kvowtikdc) Nopog tov 1995. virhos.
2. Ztov moQdvta NOpo, extog av oo To XKeLUEVO TQOXVITEL SLOQOQETIXY] Eounveia.
£VVvoL0~-
“soufaon” onpaiver T Zvpfaon Miaioo ywa v Ieootacio twv EOvi-
v Metovotitwv, 1 ortoia éyve oto Zteaofoveyo tnv 1n deoovagiov 1995
%ndtw awé Ty ayida Tov Zupfovhiov tng Evoding.

3. Me 1oV apdvto NOpo ®vgdvetar 1 ZupBaon, tng omoiag To xeipevo gto Kiewen e

ayyAxd TewtéTUTO eXTiBeTan 0To MéQog I Tov Ilivaxa xaL o& EAANVIXY peTa- nw"g,‘;;’g‘g
@eaon oto Mégog II avtov: mgg il
c IL

Nogitar 6TL 0¢ TEQITTWON OMOLACHHTOTE SLAPOQAS UETAEY TOV KELUEVOU
tov Mégoug I xar exeivov tov MéQovg IT tov Iivoxa 8o veQLOXVEL TO XEi-
nevo mov extiBetol oto Mégog I avtov.
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The member States of the Council of Europe and the other States, signatories to the present
framework Convention,

Cénsidering that the aim of the Council of Europe is to achieve greater uhity between its
members for the purpose of safeguarding and realising the ideals and principles which are
their common heritage; )

Considering that one of the methods by which that aim is to be pursued is the maintenance
and further realisation of human rights and fundamental freedoms;

Wishing to follow-up the Declaration of the Heads of State and Government of the member
States of the Council of Europe adopted in Vienna on 9 October 1993 ;

Being resolved to protect within their respective territories the existence of national minorities ;

. Considering that the upheavals of European history have shown that the protection of
_ national minorities is essential to stability, democratic security and peace in this continent;

Considering that a pluralist and genuinely democratic society should not only respect the
ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious identity of each person belonging to a national
minority, but also create appropriate conditions enabling them to express, preserve and
develop this identity ;

Considering that the creation of a climate of tolerance and dialogue is necessé_ry to enable
cultural diversity to be a source and a factor, not of division, but of enrichment for each
society ;

Considering that the realisation of a tolerant and prosperous Europe does not depend solely
on co-operation between States but also requires transfrontier co-operation between local
and regional authorities without prejudice to the constitution and territorial integrity of each
State;

Having regard to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms and the Protocols thereto;

Having regard to the commitments concerning the protection of national minorities in United
Nations conventions and declarations and in the documents of the Conference on Security
and Co-operation in Europe, particularly the Copenhagen Document of 29 june 1990;

Being resolved to define the principles to be respected and the obligations which flow from
them, in order to ensure, in the member States and such other States as may become Parties
to the present instrument, the effective protection of national minorities and of the rights and



Section I

Section II

1474

freedoms of persons belonging to those minorities, within the rule of law, respecting the
territorial integrity and national sovereignty of states;

Being determined to implement the principles set out in this framework Convention through
national legislation and appropriate governmental policies, -

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

The protectio}\ of national minorities and of the rights and freedoms of persons belonging to
those minorities forms an integral part of the international protection of human rights, and as
such falls within the scope of international co-operation.

Article 2

The provisions of this framework Convention shall be applied in good faith, in a spirit of
understanding and tolerance and in conformity with the principles of good neighbourliness,
friendly relations and co-operation between States.

Article 3

Every person belonging to a national minority shall have the right freely to choose to be
treated or not to be treated as such and no disadvantage shali result from this choice or from
the exercise of the rights which are connected to that choice.

Persons belonging to national minorities may exercise the rights and enjoy the freedoms
flowing from the principles enshrined in the present framework Convention individually as well
as in community with others.

Article 4

The Parties undertake to guarantee to persons belonging to national minorities the right of
equality before the law and of equal protection of the law. In this respect, any discrimination
based on belonging to a national minority shall be prohibited. »

The Parties undertake to adopt, where necessary, adequate measures in order to promote, in
all areas of economic, social, political and cultural life, full and effective equality between
persons belonging to a national minority and those belonging to the majority. In this respect,
they shall take due account of the specific conditions of the persons belonging to national
minorities. :

The measures adopted in accordance with paragraph 2 shall not be considered to be an act of
discrimination. .
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Atticle 5

The Parties undertake to promote the conditions necessary for persons belonging to national
minorities to maintain and develop their culture, and to preserve the essential elements of their
identity, namely their religion, language, traditions and cultural heritage.

Without prejudice to measures taken in pursuance of their general integration policy, the
Parties shall refrain from policies or practices aimed at assimilation of persons belonging to
national minorities against their will and shall protect these persons from any action aimed at
such assimilation. : :

Article 6

The Parties shall encourage a spirit of tolerance and intercultural dialogue and take effective
measures to promote mutual respect and understanding and co-operation among all persons
living on their territory, irrespective of those persons’ ethnic, cultural, linguistic or religious
identity, in particular in the fields of education, culture and the media.

The Parties undertake to take appropriate measures to protect persons who may be subject to
threats or acts of discrimination, hostility or violence as a result of their ethnic, cultural,
linguistic or religious identity.

Article 7

The Parties shall ensure respect for the right of every person belonging to a national minority
to freedom of peaceful assembly, freedom of association, freedom of expression, and freedom
of thought, conscience and religion.

Article 8

The Parties undertake to recognise that every person belonging to a national minori{y has the
right to manifest his or her religion or belief and to establish religious institutions, organisations
and associations.

Article 9

The Parties undertake to recognise that the right to freedom of expression of every person
belonging to a national minority includes freedom to hold opinions and to receive and impart
information and ideas in the minority language, without interference by public authorities and
regardless of frontiers. The Parties shall ensure, within the framework of their legal systems,
that persons belonging to a national minority are not discriminated against in their access to
the media.

Paragraph 1 shall not prevent Parties from requiring the licensing, without discrimination and
based on objective criteria, of sound radio and television broadcasting, or cinema enterprises.

The Parties shall not hinder the creation and the use of printéd media by persons belonging to
national minorities. In the legal framework of sound radio and television broadcasting, they -
shall ensure, as far as possible, and taking into account the provisions of paragraph 1, that



