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NOMOGEZIA

MEPOX III

O nepi s Tvppaons yia tyv Igostacia tov Iadiav xat yia t Tuvegyasia avagoQixd
pe Awzxgoty Yodesia (Kvgotixis) Nopog tov 1994 exdideras pe dnpocicvon otnv Exionuy
Eguuegida tng Kvngiaxis Anpoxgarics cvpgova pe 10 Aghgo 52 tov Zvviaypatos.

ApBuo6s 26(I1I) Tov 1994

NOMOZ [IOY KYPQNEI TH YMBAZH I'IA THN IIPOZTAZIA TON ITAIAIQN N
KAITTIA TH ZYNEPTAZIA ANAD®OPIKA ME AIAKPATIKH YIOBEZIA

H BovA1 twv AvViitgoodnwy Yngiter wg axorotbwg:

1. O mapwv Népog 0o avapépetal wg o tepi Tng vpBaons yua v Ilgootacia W
Tov [Hadidv xa yia T Zvvepyaoia avaq:ogma ue Ataxgatixy YioOeoia Aos.
(Kvgmuxég) Népog tov 1994.

2. Ztov napdvta N6po, extés av arnd 10 HELUEVO TTEONVITTEL Buupogetmﬂ Eounvela.
“évwoua:
“TouBaon” onpaiver T ZupPoon yia tnv Mgootacia twv Moudidv xat yia
™ Zvuvegyaoia avogoourd pe Alaxpatixni YioBeoia, tng onolag to xeipevo
oto ayyhxd mpwtétumo extibetal oto Mégog I tov Ilwcmu Hai o€ LETApEaon IMivaxag
ota eAAnvixd oto Mégog II tov ITivaxar m}]_

Noeitaw 671 o€ epinTwon avrifeons PeTaEy Twv S0 KELPEVWY, VITEQLOXVEL

TO %ELPEVO TTOV TeQLEXETAL 0T0 Mégog I Tov ITivaxa.

" 3. H Zvpfaom tng onoiag n vnoypaen and tnv Kunpiaxii Kupéovnon éxer Kogwon
OTTOQACLOTEL e TNV AT6PaoT Tov Yroupyinot ZvpBoviiov pe ap. 40.724 xau
nuegopnvia 16 Magtiov 1994 xupdvetar e Tov nagdvia Népo.

4. Svpgpuva pe to Gobgo 6 tng ZvuBaons, To Ymouvpyeio Epyooiag nal Oewkds
Kowovixdv Acgalicewv opitetar wg Keviguui Ay yia tnv Kumoiaxih An-
uoxpatia yia va aoxei OAes Tig EEovaies xal agpodidtntes mov npofiénovial
asté tn TvpPaon yia tétora Apxn.
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IIINAKAZ
(Agbpo 3)

MEPOZ 1

~ Convention on Protection of Children and
Co-operation in respect of Intercountry Adoption

The States signatory to the present Convention,

Recognizing that the child, for the full and harmonious development of his or her
personality, should grow up'in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness,
love and understanding,

Recalling that each State should take, as a matter of priority, appropriate measuras to
enable the child to remain in the care of his or her family of origin,

Recognizing that intercountry adopticn may offer the advantage of a permanent family
to a child for whom a suitable family cannot be found in his or her State of origin,

Convinced of the necessity to take measures to ensure that intercountry adoptions are
made in the best interests of the child and with respect for his or her fundamental’
rights, and to prevent the abduction, the sale of, or trafiic in children,

Desiring to establish common provisions to this effect, taking into account the
principles set forth in international instruments, in particular the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child, of 20 November 1989, and the United Nations
Declaration on Social and Legal Principles relating to the Protection and Welfare of
Chiildren, with Special Reference to Foster Placement and Adoption Nationally and
Internationally (General Assembly Resolution 41/85, of 3 December 1988),

Have agreed upon the following provisions —

CHAPTER | — SCOPE OF THE CONVENTION
Article 1

The objects of the present Convention are —
a  to establish safeguards to ensure that intercountry adoptions take pléce in the best
interests of the child and with respect for his or her fundamental rights as recognized in
international law;
b - to establish a system of co-operation amongst Contracting States to ensure that
those safeguards are raspected and thereby prevent the abduction, the sale of, or

traffic in children;

¢ to secure the recognition in Contracting States of adoptions made in accprdance :
with the Convention. :
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Article 2

1 The Convention shall apply where a child habitually resident in one -Contracting
State ("the State of origin“) has been, is being, or is to be moved to another’
Contracting State ("the receiving State”) either after his or her adoption in the State of
origin by spouses or a person habitually resident in the receiving State, or for the
purposes of such an adoption in the receiving State or in the State of origin.

2 The Convention covers only adoptions which create a permanent parent-chitd
relationship. '
Article 3
The Convention ceases to apply if the agreements mentioned in Article 17, sub-
paragraph ¢ have not been given before the child attains the age of eighteen years.
CHAPTER Il - REQUIREMENTS FOR INTERCOUNTRY ADOPTIONS
Article 4

An adoption within the scope. of the Convention shall take. place only if the competent
authorities of the State of origin —

a have established that the child is adoptable;

b  have determined, after possibilities for placement of the child within the State of
origin have been given due consideration, that an intercountry adoption is in the child’s
best interests;

¢ have ensurad that

(1} the persons, institutions and authorities whose consent is necessary for adoption,
have been counselled as may be necessary and duly informed of the effects of
their consent, in particular whether or not an adoption will result in the termination.
of the legal relationship between the child and his or her family of origin,

(2) such persons, institutions and autnorities have given their consent freely, in the
required legal form, and expressed or evidenced in writing,

(3) the consents have nat been induced by payment or compensation of any kind and
have not been withdrawn, and

(4) the consent of the mother, where required, has been given only after the birth of
the child; and ’ o .

|
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d have ensured, having regard to the age and degree of maturity of the child, that

(1} he or she has been counseiled and duly informed of the effects of the adoption and
vof his or her consent to the adoption, where such consent is required,

(2) co‘nsideratiqn has been given to the child’s wishes and opinions,

(3) the child’s consent to the adoption, where such consent is required, has been
given freely, in the required legal form, and expressed or evidenced in writing, and

{4) such consent has nat been induced by payment or cohpehsation of any kind.

Article 5
An adoption within the scope of the Convention shall take place only if the compatent

authorities of the receiving State -

a have determined that the prospective adoptive parents are eligible and suited to
adopt;

b have ensured that the prospective adoptive parents have been counselied as may
be necessary; and

c have determined that the child is or will be authorized to enter and reside
permanently in that State.

CHAPTER il - CENTRAL AUTHORITIES AND ACCREDITED BODIES
Article 6

1 A Contracting State shall designate a Central Authority to discharge the duties
which are imposed by the Convention upon such authorities.

2  Federal States, States with more than one.system of law or States having
autonomous territorial units shall be fres 10 appoint more than one Central Authcrity
and to specify the territorial or personal extent of their functions. Where a State has
appointad more than one Central Autharity, it shall designate the Central Authority to
which any communication may be addrassed for transmission to the appropriate Central
Authority within that State.

Article 7
1 Central Authorities shall co-operate with each other and promote co-operation
amongst the competent authorities in their States to protect children and to achieve the
other objects of the Convention.

‘2 They shall take directly all appropriate measures to —

a provfde information as to the laws of their States concerning adoption and other
general information, such as statistics and standard forms;
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b keep one another informed about the operation of the Convention and, as far as
possible, eliminate any obstacles to its application.

Article 8
Central Authorities shall take, directly or through public authorities, all appropriate
measures to prevent improper financial or other gain in connection with an adoption
and to deter all practices contrary to the objects of the Convention.

Article 9

Central Authorities shall take, directly or through public authorities or other bodies duly
accredited in their State, all appropriate measures, in particulaf to —

a collect, preserve and exchange information about the situation of the child and the
prospective adoptive parents, so far as is necessary to complete the adoption;

b facilitate, follow and expedite proceedings with a view to obtaining the adoption;

¢ promote the development of adoption counselling and post-adoption services in
their States;

d  provide each other with general evaluation reports about experience with
intercountry adoption;

e reply, in so far as is permitted by the law of their State, to justified requests from
other Central Authorities or. public authorities for information about a particular adoption
situation.

Article 10
Accreditation shall only be granted to and maintained by bodies demonstrating their
competence to carry out properly the tasks with which they may be entrusted.-

Article 11

- An accredited body shall —

a  pursue only non-profit objectives according to such conditions and within such
limits as may be established by the competent authorities of the State of accreditation;

b  be directed and staffed by persons qualified by their ethical standards and by
training or experience to work in the field of intercountry adoption; and

¢ be subject to supervision by competent authorities of that State as to its
composition, operation and financial situation.



