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"NINAKAL
(“ApBpo 2)
: MEPOL I .
CONVH\PI‘ION 162 CONCERNING SAFETY IN THE USE OF ASBESTOS °

The General Conference of the lnlcruanonal Labour Organisation, e
Having been convened at Geneva by the Governing Body of the ln(emahoml

Labour Office, and having met in its Seventy-second Session on-4. June"; .

1986, and ,
Noting the relevant international labour Conventions and Recommcndat)ons e
and in particular the Occupational Cancer Convention and Reeommenda-1
tion, 1974, the Working Environment (Air Pollution, Noise and Vibration)

and. Recommendation, 1977, the donal Safety and

Convention
Health Convention and Recomendahom 1981, the tional Health

Services Convention. and Recommendation, l% the Bst o!oauguond : B
diseases as revised in 1980 appended to the Employment Inj ury Benefits. - -

Conveation, 1964, as well as the Code of practice on safety in the mg

asbestos, pubhshed by the International Labour Office in 1984,
utsb!nhthepnncnplﬁofnabonalpoﬁcymdadmamenanomlkvd e

Having decided upon the adophon of certain proposals with regard to safety in
the use of asbestos, which is the fourth item on the agenda of tbc smon

and

Having determined that these proposals shall take the form of an mtemabonal T

Convention ;

thstwenty-founh day of June of the yearonethousandmebmdmdmd:; :
-six the following Convention, which may be cited as- lhe Asbestcs:, R

.Convennon 1986:

Part 1. SOOPE AND DEFRINTIONS

Article 1

l This Convention apphatoanmnamvolvmgupmtdwoatmm.-_
asbestos in the course of work.

2. A Member ratifying this Convention may, after consultation with the most -
representative organisations of employcrs and workers concerned, and oo the basis -~

of an assessment of the bealth h mvolvedand!hesa&(ymeasmuappﬁed,
exclude arbnnchaofecooomncmtyorpamqﬂunndcmhngsﬁmr

the app amdmnprovmmdme&nwnmmnnsnnsﬁedmm:-.--.'.A»

appbcabon 1o these branches or undertakings is unnecessary.

. 3. The competent authority, when deciding on the exclusion of particular
branches of economic activity or particular undertakings, shall take. into. account

the frequency, duration and level of exposure, “wcn”‘hem’eofwortmdm B

conditions at the workplace.
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Article 2
For the purpose of this Convention-

‘(a) the term * asbestos”™ means the fibrous form of mineral silicates belonging to

rock-forming minerals of the serpentine group, i.e. chrysotilc (white asbestos), .
and of the amphibole group, i.e. actinolite, amosite (brown asbestos,

cumnungtomte-gruuenlc), anlbophylhle. cxoodohtc (blue._asbestos), txemo-;.
lite, or any mixture containing one or more of these; .

(b) -the term “asbestos dust™ means airborne particles of asbestos or settled
: pamdu .of asbestos wh»ch are Liabje 10 become airborne in the worhng

. environment;

" “(c) - the term * airborne asbestos dust " means, for purposes of measurement, dust
- - -particles-measured by gravimetric assessment or other equivalent method;

© (d) the term-“respirable asbestos fibres™ means asbestos fibres having a diameter
* - . :of less than 3 um and a length-to-diameter ratio greater than 3:1. Only fibres
- :of a length greater than 5 um shall be taken into account for purposes of
measurement ;
(¢) the term ‘“‘exposure to asbestos™ means exposure at work to airborme
~ . -respirable asbestos fibres or asbestos dust, whether originating from asbestos
. or from minerals, materials or products containing asbestos ;

(0 the term “workers™ includu the members of ptoducbon co-operatives ;

" (g) the term “workers’ representatives” means the workers’ representatives
"~ recognised-as such by npational law or practice, in conformity with the
Workers® Representatives Convention, 1971

PaArTII. GENERAL PRINCTPLES
Article 3 : §
1. Nationallaws or regulations shall prescribe the measures to be taken for the

. prevention and control of, and protection of workers aganst bealth hazards due to
occupational exposure to asbestos.

2. National laws and regulations drawn up in pursuance of paragraph 1 of this

o ‘Amde shall be periodically reviewed in the light of technical progress ld

advances in scientific knowledge.

- 3. The competent authority may permit tempomy ' tions fmm th
'measures prescribed pursuant to paragraph 1 of this Article, conditions and
within limits-of time to be determined after consultation with the most Tepresenta-
tive organisations of employers and workers concerned.

. 4.In granting derogations in pursuance of paragraph 3 of this Article, the
" .competent authority shall ensure that the nema:y prummons are takenb
protect the workers’ health. .

Am'dcl

.- The competent authomy shall consult the most r tative organisations of
-employers and -workers concerned on the measures to g: uken to grve cffect to the

pmvxs:ons of this Conventxon
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Article 5

1. The enforcement of the laws and regulations adopted yursuant to Artide 3 - -

of this Convention shall be secured by an adequate and apptopnate system of .
inspection. -

2. Nanonal laws or regulations shall provide for the pecessary measures, -
including appropnatc penalties, to ensure effective enforcement of and comphm
with the provisions of this Convention. _ o _

Article 6

1 Employcrs shall be made responsible for compliance with the presaibed
measures.
2. Whenever two or more employers undertake activities sunul!aneously at
one workplace, they shall co-c:g:ralc in order to comply with the prescribed -
to

‘measures, without prejudice
and safety of the workers he employs. The competent authority shan pwscn'be the ,

‘g&mﬂpmeedumoﬂhsco-oyemﬂonwbcn it is necessary.

3. Employers. sbaﬂ,mco-operamwnhtheoccnpaﬁonalsafetyandm
services, and after consultation with the workers’ representatives. eoncemed
prepare procedura for dealing with emergency situations. L

Artcle 7

Workers shall be required, within the limits of their responsibility, to comply -
with prescribed safety and hygiene procedures relating to the prevention and
control of, and protection against, health hazards due to oecupanonal exposurc to
asbestos. :

. Article 8

responsibility of each employer for the health. -

Employers and workets or their co-operate as closely as: . . -
possible at all levels in the undem the appham of the measures .

prescribed pursuant to this Convention.

ParT I11. PROTECTIVE AND PREVENTIVE MEASURES
Article 9

The natiopal laws or regulations adopted pursuant to Article 3 of this -~ -
Coaveation shafl provide that exposure 10 asbestos shall be prevented ‘of controlled . -

by one or more of the following measures:

(a) making vork in which exposure to asbestos. may occur subjed to regulanom.‘ o
prescribing adequate engineering controls and work prachm mdndmgf- T

workplace hygiene; - .
(b) prescribing special rules and procedures, mduding authorisation, for the use
. ofasbestosorofecrtmntypecofasb&os orpmduaseonmnmgasbestosor
" for certain work processes.

Article 10

%mnemaqumwaﬁem«wﬁmmdmnmn,pm o
national ‘laws or regulations shaﬂp!mldeforoneo:monofthefonowmg
measures—



- (a) .replacement of asbestos or of certain types of asbestos or products con
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. asbestos by other materials or products or the use of alternative technology,
. scientifically evaluated by the competent authority as harmless or. less
harmful, whenever this is possible;

‘_ (b) total or partial prohibition of the use of asbestos or of certain types of asbestos
-~ or products containing asbestos in certain work processes.” C

Article 11
... 1. The use of crocidolite and products containing this fibre shall be prohibited.

-~ 2. The.competent authority shall be empowered, after consultation with the
. most representative organisations of employers and workers concerned, to permit
. -derogations from the prohibition contained in paragraph 1 of this Article when
~ replacement is ot reasonably practicable, provided that steps are taken to ensure
that the health of workers is not placed at risk. :

Article 12
1. Spraying of all forms of asbestos shall be prohibited.

.- -2 The competent authority shall be empowered, after conm!unon with the
- most representative organisations of employers and workers concerned, to permit

* . derogations from the prohibition containcd in paragraph 1 of this Article whea

alternative methods are not reasonably practicable, provided that steps are taken
to casure that the health of workers is not placed at risk. : .

_ . . Article 13 S
.. .Natiopal laws and regulations shall provide that employers shall notify to the
ompetent authority, in a manner and to the extent prescribed by it, certam types
of work involving exposure to asbestos. o S
» . Article 14
.- Producers- and suppliers of asbestos and manufacturers and supphiers of
products containing asbestos sball be made responsible for adequate labelling of

- the container and, where appropriate, the product, in a language and manner casily
-understood -by. the workers and the users concerned, as prescribed by the

. competent authority.
_ Article 15 _ |

. 1. The competent authority shall prescribe limits for the exposure of workers
- -to asbestos or other exposure criteria for the evaluation of the working eaviron-
ment. .
-~ .2. The exposure limits or other exposure criteria-shall be fixed and periodicall
- .reviewed and updated in the light of technological progress and mpenomg ;

. technological and scientific knowledge. . A
- - 3. Inall workplaces where workers are exposed to asbestos, the employer shall
... - take all appropriate measures to prevent or control the release of asbestos dust into
" - the air, to easure that the exposure limits or other exposure criteria are compli

.- with-and also to reduce exposure (o as low a level as is reasonably icable.



