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ININAZE
("ApBpov 2)
MPQTON MEPOX
CONVENTION 152

CONVENTION CONCERNING OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY
AND HEALTH IN DOCK WORK

The General Conference of the International Labour Organisation,

Having been convened at Geneva by the Governing Body of the International
Labour Office, and having met in its Sixty-fifth Session on 6 June 1979, and

Noting the terms of existing international labour Conventions andRecommenda-
tions which are relevant and, in particular, the Marking of Weight (Packages
Transported by Vessels) Convention 1929, the Guarding of Machinery Convention,
1963, and the Working Environment (Air Pollution, Noise and Vibration) Con-
vention, 1977, and :

Having decided upon the adoption of certain proposals with regard to the revision
of the Photection against Accidents (Dockers) Convention (Revised), 1932 (No. 32),
which is the fourth item on the agenda of the session, and

Considering that these proposals must take the form of an international Con-
vention, adopts this twenty-fifth day of June of the year one thousand nine hundred
and seventy-nine the following Convention, which may be cited as the Occupational
Safety and Health (Dock Work) Convention, 1979:

PART 1. SCOPE AND DEFINITIONS
Article 1

For the purpose of this Convention, the term “dock work” covers all and any part
" of the work of loading or unloading any ship as well as any work incidental thereto;
the definition of such work shall be established by national law or practice. The
organisations of employers and workers concerned shall be consulted on or otherwise
participate in the establishment and revision of this definition. ‘

© Article 2
1. A Member may grant exemptions from or permit exceptions to the provisions
-of this Convention in respect of dock work at any place where the traffic is irregular -
and confined to small ships, as well as in respect of dock work in relation to fishing
vessels or specified categories thereof, on condition that—

(a) safe working conditions are maintained; and

(b) the competent authority, after consultation with the ofganisations of employ-
ers and workers concerned, is satisfied that it is reasonable in all the
circumstances-that there be such exemptions or exceptions.

2. Particular requirements of Part III of this Convention may be varied if the
competent authority._is satisfied, after consultation with the organisations of employers
and workers concerned, that the variations provide corresponding advantages and that
the overail protection afforded is not inferior to that which would result from the full
application of the provisions of this Convention.

3. Any exemptions or ¢xceptions made under paragraph I of this Article and any
significant, variations made under paragraph 2 of this Article, as well as the reasons
therefor, shall be indicated in the reports on -the.-application of the Convention
submitted in pursuance of article 22 of the Constitution of the International Labour
Organisation.




1285 N. 197/87
Article 3

For the purpose of this Convention—

(@)
(®)

(c)

(d)

(e)

()

(2)
(h)

the term “worker” means any person engaged in dock work;

the term “competent person” means a person possessing the knowledge and
experience required for the performance of a specific duty or duties and
acceptable as such to the competent authority;

the term ‘‘responsible person” means a person appointed by the employer,
the master of the ship or the owner of the gear, as the case may be, to be
responsible for the performance of a specific duty or duties and who has
sufficient knowledge and experience and the requisite authority for the proper
performance of the duty or duties;

the term ‘‘authorised person’ means a person authorised by the employer,
the master of the ship or a responsible person to undertake a specific task or
tasks and possessing the necessary technical knowledge and experience;

the term “lifting appliance™ covers all stationary or mobile cargo-handling
appliances, including shore-based power-operated ramps, used on shore or on
board ship for suspending, raising or lowering loads or moving them from
one position to another while suspended or supported;

the term “loose gear’ covers any gear by means of which a load can be
attached to a lifting appliance but which does not form an integral part of
the appliance or load;

the term “‘access’ includes egress;

the term “ship” covers any kind of ship, vessel, barge, lighter or hovercraft,
excluding ships of war:

PART II. GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 4

1. National laws or regulations shall prescribe that measures complying with Part
III of this Convention be taken as regards dock work with a view to—

(a)
(b)

©

(@

©
®

providing and maintaining workplaces, equipment and methods of work that
are safe and without risk of injury to health;

providing and maintaining safe means of access to any workplace;

providing the information, training and supervision necessary to ensure the
protection of workers against risks of accident or injury to health arising out
of or in the course of their employment;

providing workers with any personal protective equipment and protective
clothing and any life-saving appliances réasonably required where adequate
protection against risks of accident or injury to health cannot be provided by
other means;

provndmg and mamtammg suitable and adequate first-aid and rescue faci-
lities;

developing and establishing proper procedures to deal with any emergency
situations which may arise.

2. The measures to be taken in pursuance of this Convention shall cover—

(2)

®)
©)

general requirements relating to the construction, equipping and maintenance
of dock structures and other places at which dock work is carried out;

fire and explosion prevention and protection;

safe means of access to ships, holds, staging, equipment and lifting
appliances; :
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(d) transport of workers
(e) opening and closing of hatches, protection of hatchways and work in holds;
() construction, maintenance and use of lifting and other cargo-handling
appliances;
(g) construction, maintenance and use staging;
~ (h) rigging and use of ship’s derricks;
(i) testing, examination, inspection and certification, as appropriate, of lifting

appliances, of loose gear, including chains and ropes, and of slings and other
lifting devices which form an integral part of the load; :

(§) handling of different types of cargo;
(k) stacking and storage of goods;
() dangerous substances and other hazards in the working environment;
(m) personal protective equipment and protective clothing;
(n) sanitary and washing facilities and welfare amenities;
(o) medical supervision;
(p) first-aid and rescue facilities;
(q) safety and health organisation;
(r) training of workers;
(s) notification and investigation of occupational accidents and diseases.

3. The practical implementation of the requirements prescribed in pursuance of
paragraph 1 of this Article shall be ensured or assisted by technical standards or codes
of practice approved by the competent authority, or by other appropriate methods
consistent with national practice and conditions.

Article 5

1. National laws or regulations shall make appropriate persons, whether employ-
ers, owners, masters or-other persons, as the case may be, responsible for compliance
with the measures referred to in Articl€ 4, paragraph 1, of this Convention.

2. Whenever two or more employers undertake activities simultaneously at one
workplace, they shall have the duty to collaborate in order to comply with the
prescribed measures, without prejudice to the responsibility of each employer for the
health and safety of his employees. In aporopriate circumstances, the competent
authority shall prescribe general procedures for this collaboration.

Article 6
1. There shall be arrangements under which workers—

(a) are required neither to interfere without due cause with the operation of, nor
to misuse, any safety device or appliance provided for their own protection
or the protection of others;

(b) take reasonable care for their own safety and that of other persons who may
be affected by their acts or omissions at work;

(c) report forthwith to their immediate Supervisor any situation which they have
reason to believe could present a risk and which they cannot correct
themselves, so that corrective measures can be taken.

2. Workers shall have a right at any workplace to participate in ensuring safe
working to the extent of their control over the equipment and methods of work and
to express views on the working procedures adopted as they affect safety. In so far as
appropriate under national law and practice, where safety and health committees have
been formed in accordance with Article 37 of this Convention, this right shall be
exercised through these committees.
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Article 7

1. In giving effect to the provisions of this Convention by national laws or
regulations or other appropriate methods consistent with national practice and
conditions, the competent authority shall act in consultation with the organisations of
employers concerned.

2. Provision shall be made for close collaboration between employers and workers
or their representatives in the application of the measures referred to in Article 4,
paragraph 1, of this Convention.

PART III. TECHNICAL MEASURES
Article 8

Any time that a workplace has become unsafe or there is a risk of injury to health,
effective. measures. shall be taken (by fencing, flagging or other suitable means
mcludmg, where necessary, cessation of work) to protect the workers until the place
has been made safe again.

Article 9

1. All places where dock work is being carried out and any approaches thereto
shall be suitably and adequately lighted.

2. Any obstacle liable to be dangerous to the movement of a lifting appliance,
vehicle or person shall, if it cannot be removed for practical reasons, be suitably and -
conspicuously marked and, where necessary, adequately lighted.

Article 10

1. All surfaces used for vehicle traffic or for the stacking of goods or maierials
shall be suitable for the purpose and properly maintained.

2. Where goods or materials are stacked, stowed, unstacked or unstowed, the
work shall be done in a safe and orderly manner having regard to the nature of the
goods or materials and their packing.

Article 11

1. Passageways of adequate width shall be left to permit the safc use of vehicles
and cargo-handling appliances. :

2. Separate passageways for pedestrian use shall be provided where riecessary and
practicable; such passageways shall be of adequate width and, as far as is practicable,
separated from passageways used by vehicles.

Article 12

Suitable and adequate means for fighting fire shall be provided and kept available
for use where dock work is carried out.

Article 13

1. All dangerous parts of machinery shall be effectively guarded, unless they are in
such a position or of such a construction as to be. as safe as they would be if
effectively guarded.

2. Effective measures shall be provided for promptly-cutting off the power to any
machinery. In respect of which this is necessary, in an emergency.

3. When any cleaning, maintenance or repair work that would expose any person
to danger has to be undertaken on machinery, the machinery shall be stopped before
this work is begun and adequate measures shall be taken to ensure that the machinery
cannot be restarted until the work has been completed: Provided that a responsible
person may restart the machinery for the purpose of any testing or adjustment which
cannot be carried out while the machinery is at rest.



