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IMINAKAZ
("ApBpo 2)
[MPQTO MEPOX
TREATY
BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS AND THE
UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS ON
LEGAL ASSISTANCE IN CIVIL AND CRIMINAL
" MATTERS '
The President of the Republic of Cyprus and the Presidium of the Supreme
Soviet of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
_ Animated by -their desire to strengthen further the ties of friendship and co-
operation between the two States in the spirit of the provisions of the Final Act of the
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe and wishing to regulate, on the
basis of reciprocity, the legal assistance in civil and criminal matters,

Have decided to conclude the present-Treaty and to this end they have appomted
as their Plenipotentiaries:—

The President of the Republic of Cyprus— ’
Mr. Phoebus N. Clerides,
Minister of J usnce of the Republic of Cyprus : .
The Presidium of  the ‘Supreme Soviet of ‘the Union of Sov1et chiﬁlist
. Republics— - :
Mr. Vladimir. 1. Terebilov, :
Minister of Justice of the Union of Soviet Soc1ahst Repubhcs _
who, after exchangmg their respective Full Powers found to be in good and due
form have agreed as follows:—
CHAPTER I
General Prov1sxons

Article 1 ', 0
Legal Protection

1. Citizens of one Contracting Party shall enjoy in the territory of the other
Contracting Party the same legal protection in respect of their- Ppersonal and property ‘
rights as citizens of the other Contracting Party.
2 Citizens of one Contracting Party shall be -entitled ‘to free and ummpeded_ .
- access to the Courts, the Public Prosecutor’s Office (hereinafter referred to as «judicial
-authorities») and to other authorities of the other Contracting Party having
‘competence in civil and criminal matters and may appear before them, file petitions,
sue and perform other acts required in connection with judicial proceedings under-the
same conditions as citizens of the other Contracting Party. The term «civil mattersy in "
this Treaty shall also include family matters.

.3. The provisions of this Treaty shall apply to legél persons which have their

seat in the territory of either of the Contractmg Parties and which have been
estabhshed in.accordance with its law. .

- Article 2
. Legal Assistance

1. The Jud1c1al authorities of the Contractmg Parties shall provrde each other
with legal assistance in civil and criminal matters in accordance with the prov1snons of
thlS Treaty. -

2. The judicil authorities shall also provxde legal assistance to other authormes
having competence in matters referred to in paragraph-1.
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Article 3
Extent of Legal Assistance

Legal assistance in civil and criminal matters shall include service and sending of
documents, supply of information on the law in force and the judicial practice and
.performance of specific. procedural acts. provided by the law of the requested
Contracting Party and in particular the taking of evidence from litigants, accused
persons, defendants, witnesses and experts as well as recognition and enforcement of
judgments in civil matters, institution of criminal prosecutlons and extradition of
offenders.

Article 4
Mode of Communication
In providing legal assistance the authorities of the Contracting Parties shall
communicate with each other through diplomatic channels.

‘Article 5
Request for Legal Assistance

1. A request for legal assistance shall be in writing and shall contam the
following:—

(1) The designation of the requesting authority.

(2) The Vdesignati'on of the requested authority.

(3) The specification of the case in relatlon to Wthh legal assistance 1s
requested and the content of the request. a

(4) Names and surnames of the persons to whom the request relates, thelr
citizenship, occupation and permanent or temporary residence. e

(5) Names and -surnames and addresses of the legal representatives of the
persons referred to in sub-paragraph 4 of this paragraph.

(6) If necessary, the facts to be elucidated as well as the list of the required
documents and any other evidence.

1

@) In criminal matters, in addition to the above, particulars of the offence
and its legal definition.

2. The request for legal assistance shall be signed by an authorlsed person and
shall be sealed. Co
: Article 6 v
Execution of the Request for Legal Assistance

1. The requested authority shall provide legal assistance in the manner provxded
by the procedural laws and rules of its own State. However, it may execute the
request in a manner specified therein if not in conflict with the law of its own State.

2. If the requested authority is not competent to execute the request for legal
assistance it shall forward the request to the competent authority and shall advise the
requesting authority accordmgly

3. The requested authority shall, upon request, in due time notify the requestmg
authority of the place and time of the execution of the request.

4. The requested authority shall notify the requesting authority in writing of the
execution of the request. If the request cannot be executed the requested authority
shall forthwith notify in writing the requesting authority giving the reasons for failure
to execute. it and shall return the documents. .

Article 7~
Service of Documents

1. The requested authority shall effect service of documents in accordance with
the rules of service in force in its State, if the documents to be served are drawn up in
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its language or are accompanied by a certified translation in that language. When the
documents are not drawn up in the language of the requested Contracting Party and
are not accompanied by a translation they shall be served on the addressee only if he
is willing to accept them.

2. A request for service shall contain the exact address of the addressee and the
title of the document to be served. If the address given in the request for service is not
complete or exact the requested authority shall, in accordance with its law, take the
necessary measures to ascertain the correct address. :

Article 8
Proof of Service .

The service of documents shall be proved in accordance with the rules of service
in force in the territory of the requested Contracting Party. The time and place of
service as well as the person on whom the document was served shall be indicated in
the Certlﬁcate of Service. -

, Article 9
Service of Documents on own Citizens S

-1. The Contracting Parties shall be entitled to effect service of documents on

- their own citizens through their diplomatic missions or consular offices.

2. No compulsion shall be applied in connection with such service.
Article 10
Immunity of Witnesses and Experts
1. A witness or expert of whatever citizenship who, in response to a summons

- . served upon him by the requested authority, has appeared before the requesting

authority shall not be prosecuted in the territory of the requesting Contracting Party
nor detained .or punished for an offence committed before he entered the territory of -
the Party in question. Nor may such person be prosecuted, detained or punished in
connection with his testimony or expert opinion.

2. A witness or expert shall be deprived of this mmumty if he fails to leave the
territory of the requesting Contracting Party within 15 days after being informed by
the authority which summoned him that his presence is no longer necessary. Such
period shall not include any period of time during which the witness or expert was
“unable to leave the territory of the requestmg Contractlng Party for reasons beyond
" his control.

. % 3. Witnesses and experts shall have the right to be relmbursed thelr ‘costs ‘and
experts shall be also entitled to remuneratlon

Article 11
Costs of Legal Assistance

Each Contracting Party shall bear all costs mcurred in connection with the
prowsmn of legal assistance in its territory.

Article 12
. Refusal of Legal Assistance

Legal Assistance shall not be provided if its provision might be prejudlclal to the
sovereignty or security of the requested Contracting Party or in conflict with its
fundamental legal pnnc1ples (Public policy). ~

Article 13
. ‘ . Languages
1. Requests for legal assistance as well as documents attached to them shall be
drawn up in the language of the requesting Contracting party and shall be
accompanied by their translation into the language of the requested Contracting
 Party.
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_ 2. The translation shall be certified by an official translator or by the diplomatic
mission or consular office of the requesting Contracting Party.

Article 14
Delivery or Transmission of Objects and
Transfers of Money

Delivery or transmission of objects and transfers of money under the provisions
of this Treaty from the territory of one Contracting Party to the territory of the other
Contracting Party shall be effected in accordance with the law of the State from the
Territory of which such delivery or transmission of objects or transfers of money shall
be made. . ‘

CHAPTER II
Documents
Article 15
Recognition of Documents »

1. 'Documents issued or certified in the prescribed form and sealed with an
official seal of the Competent State authority or official person of one of the
Contracting Parties shall not require any form of authentication in the territory of the
other Contracting Party. The same applies to signatures on documents and to
signatures verified according to the regulations of one of the Contracting Parties.

2. Documents considered as public in the territory of one of the Contracting
Parties shall have the evidential force of public documents also in the territory of the
other Contracting Party. )

Article 16
Personal Status Documents and
other Documents

For the purposes of this Treaty each Contracting Party shall, in accordance with
its law, provide the other Contracting Party, on request, with documents relating to
personal status and any other documents relating to rights and lawful interests of
citizens of the other Contracting Party. The other Contracting Party shall be provided
with the said documents through the diplomatic channels without being translated and
-free of charge.

CHAPTER 11
Exemption from Payment of Security
for Legal Costs and Free Legal Assistance
Article 17
Waiving of Security for Legal Costs .
Citizens of one Contracting Party who appear before the Courts of the other

Contracting Party may not be required to give security for legal costs solely by reason
of the fact that they are foreigners or do not have their permanent or temporary
residence in the territory of the Contracting Party before whose Courts they appear.

Article 18

Free Legal Assistance

Citizens of one Contracting Party shall be exempted in the territory of the other
‘Contracting Party from payment of fees and costs and shall be afforded facilities and
free legal assistance under the same conditions and to the same extent as citizens of
the other Coritracting Party.



