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NMAPAPTHMA [PQTO
THZ EMIZHMHZ EOHMEPIAAZ THZ AHMOKPATIAZ
Ap. 2032 ¢ 8ng PEBPOYAPIOY 1985
’ NOMOGEZXIA

O nepi Tne ZTupBdoswe Tne OYNEZKO yia Tnv Avayvapion Znouddv,
AinAwpdtwv kar Tlruxiwv Ta onoia agopouv Tnv Avatepn Exknaideuon ora
Kpatn nou avikouv otnv nepioxry Tne Eupwnne (Kupwtikéc) Nopoc Tou
1985 ekdideTar &1d dnuooieloewe gic TNV enionuov gpnuepida Tne Ku-
npiaknic AngokpaTtiac cupewvwe Tw apbpw 52 Tou ZuvtaypaToc.

ApBuég 11 tou 1985

NOMOZ TOY EfIKYPQNEIT THN MPOZXQPHZH THX KYIMPIA-
KHZ AHMOKPATIAZ ZTH ZYMBAZH THXZ OYNEZKO
CIA THN ANAINQPIZH ZIMOYAQN, AITIAQMATQN KAl
NTYXIQN T0Y A®OPOYN THN ANQTEPH EKMAIAEYZH
2TA KPATH ([10Y ANHKOYN ZXZTHN TMEPIOXH THZ
EYPQIMHZ.

H BouM] TV AVIITPoodmwy Yneilel wg akohoVBwg :

1. O mapdv Népog Box avapépetal. wg o Tepl ™G ZUPBKOEWSG TG  Suvomrixés
OYNE Z KO yix v Avaryvodpion Zmouvdov, Armhwpdtov ka Mruyiov  titkes.
T omoia apopovv THv Avwtepn Exmaidevon ot Kpdm mouv avijkouv
omv mepoy] ™G Evpdmmg (Kupwtikdg) Nopog tou 1985.

2. Ztov mapoévia Nouo extdg eqv mpokUntel dixpopetik] ol Epunwela.
ané 1o Kelpevo—
«Zoubaon» onuaivet ™ ZOubaon mg OYNEZKO, yux v
Avayvoplon Zmouddv, Armhopdtwv kat [MTwyiov ta omoia ago-
polv v Avortepn Eux*rrcniﬁsuaq ot Kpém] TOU avifkouv oV
mepoxt) ™G Evponmg, to kelpevo g omolag oto ayyAukd TpwTé-
o exktiBetal gto [Mpdro Mépog tou Mivoka xat o petdgpaon Mivemes.
omyv eNMvikr) oto Aedrepo Mépog tou Mivake :. flpdro
. Aam-:po
Mépog.
Nosita bt oe m:plmwon avti@eong petald twv duo ketpévewv
UmePLOXOEL 1O Keipevo mou ektiBetar oto [Mpdto Mépog Tou-
TMivatke.

3. H Zou8aon n omoia uToypdgKe oemd mv Kumplaws) Anuo- Kopwor
kporrix oUpgwva pe mv o ap. 25.176 xau nuepounvia 16.11.1984 iy
Ambgaion tou Ymoupytkod Zupbouhiov, pe tov marpévrx Népo dubaoms.

KUpOUTaL,
769)
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MINAKA Z
(" ApBpo 2)
MPQTO MEPOZ
CONVENTION ON THE RECOGNITION OF
STUDIES, DIPLOMAS AND DEGREES CONCERNING HIGHER EDUCATION
IN THE STATES BELONGING TO THE EUROPE REGION

PREAMBLE

The States of the Europe Region, Parties to this Convention,

Recalling that, as the General Conference of Unesco has noted on several
occasions in its resolutions concerning European co-operation, "the
development of co-operation between nations in the fields of education,
science, culture and communication, in accordance with the principles

set out in Unesco's Constitution, plays an essential role in the pro-

motion of peace and international understanding",

Conscious of the close relationship that exists between their cultures,
despite their diversity of languages and the differences in economic

and social systems, and desiring to strengthen their co-operation in the
field of education and training in the interests of the well-being and
lasting prosperityvof their peoples,

Recalling that the States meeting in Helsinki expressed, in the Final

Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (1 August 1975),
their intention "to improve access, under mutually acceptable conditions,
for students, teachers and scholars of the participating States to each
other's educational, cultural and scientific institutions... in particular
by... arriving at the mutual recognition of academic degrees and diplomas
either through governmental agreements, where necessary, or direct arrange-
ments between universities and other institutions of higher learning and
research”, and also by "promoting a more exact assessment of the problems

of comparison and equivalence of academic degrees and diplomas",

Recalling that, with a view to promoting the attainment of thgse objectives,
most of the Contracting States have already concluded bilateral or sub-
regional agreements among themselves concerning the'equivalence or fecog-
nition of diplomas; but desiring, while pursuing and intensifying their
efforts at the bilatgral and subregional levels, to extend their co-operation
in this field to the whole Europe Region,

Convinced that the great diversity of higher education systems in the Europe
Region constitutes an excéptionally rich cultural asset which should be pre-

served, and desiring to enable all their peoples to benefit fully from this
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rich cultural asset by facilitating access by the inhabitants of each
Contracting State to the educatiénal resources of the other Contracting
States, more especially by authorizing them to continue their education
in higher educational institutions in those other States,
Considering that, to authorize admissian to further stages of study, the
concept of the recognition of studies should be employed, a ccncept-which
in a context of social and international mobility, makes it possible to
evaluate the level of education reached bearing in mind knowledge acquired,
as attested by diplomas and degrees obtained and also the individual's
other relevant qualifications, so far as these may be deemed acceptable
by competent authorities,
Considering that the recognition by all the Contracting States of
studies, certificates, diplomas and degrees obtained in any one of them
is intended to develop the international mobility of persons and the ex-
change of ideas, knowledge and scientific and technological experience,
and that it would be desirable to accept foreign students into establish-
ments of higher education on the understanding that recognition of their
studies or diplomas shall at no time confer on them greater rights than
those enjoyed by national students,
Noting that this recognition constitutes one of the conditions necessary
for:
1. Enabling means of education existing in their territories to be
used as effectively as possible,
2. Ensuring that teachers, students, research workers and pro-
fessional workers have greater mobility,
3. Alleviating the difficulties encountered on their return by
persons who have been trained or educated abroad,
Desiring to énsurg that studies, certificates, diplomas and degrees are
recognized as widely as possible, taking into account the principles of
the promotion of lifelong education, the democratization of education,
and the adoption and application of an education policy allowing for
structural, economic, technological and social changes and suited to the
cultural context of each country,
Determined to sanction and organize their future collaboration in these

matters by means of a convention which will be the starting point for
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concerted dynamic action taken in particular by means of national,
bilateral, subregional and multilateral machinery already existing or
that may be deemed necessary;

Mindful that the ultimate objective set by the General Conference of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
consists in “preparing an International Convention on the Recognition
and the Validity of Degrees, Diplomas and Certificates issued by
establishments of Higher Learning and Research in all Countries",

Have agreed as follows:

I. DEFINITIONS
Article 1
1. For the purpose of this Convention, the "recognition” of a
foreign certificate, diploma or degree of higher education means its
acceptance as a valid credential by the competent authorities in a
Contracting State and the granting to its holder of rights enjoyed by
persons who possess a national certificate, diploma or degree with
which the foreign one'is assessed as comparable.

Recognition is further defined as follows:

(a) Recognition of a certificate, diploma or degree with a view
to undertaking or pursuing studies at the higher level shall
enable the holder to be considered for entry to the higher
educational and research institutions of any Contracting State
as if he were thé holder of a comparable certificate, diploma
or degree issued in the Contracting State concerned. Such
recognition does not exempt the holder of the foreign certifi-
cate, diploma or degree from complying with the conditions
(other than those relating to the holding of a diploma) which
may be required for admission to the higher educational or re-
search institution concerned of the receiving State.

(b) Recognition of a foreign certificate, diploma or degree with
a view to the practice of a profession is recognition of
the professional preparation of the holder for the practice
of the profession concerned, without prejudice, however, to
the legal and professional rules or procedures in force in the

Contracting States concerned.. Such recognition does not exempt

)
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the holder of the foreign certificate, diploma or degree from
complying with any other conditions for the practice of the
profession conéerned which may be laid down by the competent
governmental or professional authorities.

(c) Recognition of a certificate, diploma or degree should not,
however, entitle the holder to more rights in another Contract-
ing State than he would enjoy in the country in which the certifi-
cate, diploma or degree was awarded.

2. For the purposes of this Convention, "partial studies" means periods
of study or training which while not constituting a complete course are

such that they add significantly to the acquisition of knowledge or skills.

II. AIMS
Article 2
1. The Contracting States intend to contribute through their joint
action both to the promotion of the active co-operation of all the countries
of the Europe Region in the cause of peace and international understanding,
and to the development of more effective collaboration with other Member
States of Unesco with regard to a better use of their educational, techno-
logical and scientific potential.
2, The Contracting States solemnly declare their firm resolve to
co-operate closely within the framework of their legislation and consti-
tutional structures, as well as within the framework of existing inter-
governmental agreements, with a view to:

(a) Enabling, in the interest of the Contrécting States, and con-
sistent with their general policy for educational provision and
administrative procedures, the best use of their available edu-
cation-and research resources, and for this purpose:

(1) to make their higher educational institutions as widely
accessible as possible to students or researchers from
any.of the. Contracting States;

(ii) to recognize the studies, certificates, diplomas and
degrees of such persons;

(iii) to examine the possibility of elaborating and adopting
similar terminology and evaluation criteria which would

facilitate the application of a system which will ensure



