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MEPOX 1
EUROPEAN CONVENTION

ON THE CONTROL OF THE ACQUISITION
AND POSSESSION OF FIREARMS BY INDIVIDUALS

The member States of the Council of Europe; signatory hereto,

Considering that the aim of the Council of Europe is to achieve a greater unity
betweén its Members;

Considering the threat posed by the increasing use of firearms in crime;

Conscious of the fact that such firearms are often obtained abroad;

Desirous of instituting on an-international scale effective methods of controlling
the movement of firearms across frontiers;

Aware of the need to avoid measures that may hamper legitimate intérnational
trade or result in impracticable or unduly onerous frontier. controls that conflict
with modern goals of freedom of movement of goods and of-persons;

Have agreed. as follows: )

CHAPTER 1
Definitions and general provisions
. * Article 1 .

For the purposes of this Convention:

(a). “firearm” has the meaning assigned to it in Appendlx Ito thrs Conventron
(b) “person” shall also mean a legal person having a place of business in the
territory of a Contracting Party;

(c) “dealer” means a person whose trade or business consists wholly or partly
in the manufacture; sale, ‘purchase, exchange or hire of firearms;

(d) “resident” refers to a person who has habitual residence in the territory
of a Contracting Party within the meaning of Rule No. 9 of the Annex to
Resolution (72) 1 of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe.

Article- 2

The Contractmg Partres undertake to afford each other mutual assistance
through the appropriate administrative authorities in the suppression of illegal
traffic in firearms and in the tracing and locating of firearms transferred from the
territory of one State to the territory of another.

Article 3

Each Oontraotmg Party shall remain free to prescribe laws and regulattons
concerning firearms provided that such laws and regulatrons are not mcompattble
wrth the provisions. of this Convention.

Article 4

This Conventton does not apply to any transaction concerning frrearms to whrch
all the partres are States or acting on behalf of States." ,

% CHAPTER O
Notification of transactions
Atrticle 5

1. If a firearm situate within the territory of a Contracting Party is sold trans-.

ferred or otherwise disposed of to a person resident in the territory of another
Contracting Party, the former Party shall notify the latter in the manner provided
in Articles 8 -and 9.
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2. For the purpose of the application of the provisions of paragraph 1 of this
Article, each Contracting Party shall take the steps necessary to ensure that any
person who sells, transfers or otherwise disposes of a firearm situated within its
territory shall furnish. particulars of the transaction to the competent authorities
of that Party.

Articel 6 . .

If a firearm situate within the territory of a Contracting Party is transferred
permanently and without change in the possession thereof to the territory of another
Contracting Party, the former Party shall notify the latter in the manner provided
in Articles 8 and 9.

Article 7

The notifications referred to in Articles 5 and 6 shall also be made to the
Contracting Parties through whose territory a firearm passes in transit, when the
State from whose territory it is sent deems such information to be useful.

Article 8
1. The notifications referred to in Articles 5, 6 and 7 shall be made as expen-
ditiously as possible. The Contracting Parties shall use their best endeavours to
ensure that notification is made prior to the transaction or the transfer to which
it relates, failing which it shall be made as soon as possible thereafter.
2. The notifications referred to in-Articles 5, 6 and 7 shall, in-particular,
indicate:

(a) the identity, the number of passport or identity card and the address of
the person to whom the firearm in question is sold, transferred or other-
wise disposed of or of the person who is transferring a firearm permanently
‘to the territory of another Contracting Party without change of
possession; : :

(b) the type, make and characteristics of the firearm in question as well as its
number or any other distinguishing mark.

Article 9

1. The notifications referred to in Articles 5, 6 and 7 shall be made between =
such national authorities as the Contracting Parties shall designate.

2. When appropriate the notifications may be sent through the International
Criminal Police Organisation (Interpol). ' :

3. Any State shall, at the time of depositing its instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession, by declaration addressed to the Secretary Ge-
neral of the Council of Europe, indicate the authority to which notifications should
be addressed. It shall forthwith notify the Secretary General of the. Council .of
Europe of any subsequent modification of the identity of such authorities.

CHAPTER HI
Double authorisation
Article 10
1. Each Contracting Party shall take the measures appropriate to ensure that
no firearm situate within its territory is sold, transferred or otherwise disposed of
to a person not resident there who has not first obtained authorisation from the
competent authorities of the said Contracting Party.

2. This authorisation shall not be granted unless the competent authorities shall
first have been satisfied that an authorisation in respect of the transaction in

-question has been granted to the said person by the competent authorities of the

Contracting Party in which he is resident. »
3. If this person takes possession of the firearm in. the territory of the Contract-

~ ing Party in which the transaction takes place, the authorisation referred to in
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paragraph 1 shall only be granted on the terms and conditions on which an authori-
sation would be granted in a transaction involving residents of the Contracting
Party concerned. If the firearm is immediately exported, the authorities referred to
in paragraph 1 are only obliged to ascertain that the authorities of the Contracting
Party in which the said person is a resident have authorised this particular tran-
sactron or such transactions in general.

4. The authorisations referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Artlcle may be
' replaced by an mtematronal licence.

Article 11

Any State shall, at the time of depositing its instrument of ratification, accep-
~ tance, approval or accession, specify which of its authorities is competent to issue
the authorisations referred to in paragraph 2 of Article 10. It shall forthwith notify
the Secretary General of the Council of Europe of any subsequent modlflcatron of
the identity of such authorities.

CHAPTER 1V
Final provisions

- Article 12

1. This Convention shall be open to signature by the member States of the
Council of Europe. It shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval.
Instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval. shall be deposited with the
- Secretary General of the Council of Europe.

2. The Convention shall enter into force on the first day of the month follow-
ing the expiration of three months after the date of the deposit of the third
instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval

3. In respect of any signatory- State ratlfymg, accepting or approving it sub-
sequently, the Convention shall come into force on the first day of the month
following the expiration of three months after the date of the deposit of its in-

. strument of ratification, acceptance or approval.
Article 13

1. After the entry into force of this Convention, the Committee of Ministers
of the Council of Europe may invite any non-member State to accede thereto.
The decision containing. this invitation shall be in accordance with Article 20.d

-of the Statute of the Council of Europe and receive the unanimous- agreement’

of the member States of the Council of Europe which are Contracting Parties to
the Convention.

2. Such accession shall be effected by depositing with the Secretary General
of the Council of Europe an instrument of accession which shall take effect three
months after the date of its deposit.

Article 14

1. Any State may, at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument
of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, specify the territory or territories
to which this’ Convention shall apply. ‘

2. Any State may, when' depositing its instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession or at any later date, by declaration addressed to the Secre-
-tary General of the Council of Europe, extend this Convention to any other
territory or territories specified in the declaration and for whose international rela-
tions it is responsible or on whose behalf it is authorised to give undertakings.

- 3. Any declaration made in pursuance of the preceding paragraph may, in
respect of any territory mentioned in such declaration, be withdrawn by means
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- of a notification addressed to the Secretary General. Such withdrawal shall take
effect six months after the date of receipt by the Secretary - General of” such
notification.

Article 15

1. Any State may, at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument
of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, declare that it avails itself of
one or more of the reservations provided for in Appendix II to this Convention.

2. Any Contracting Party may wholly or partly withdraw a reservation it has
made in accordance with the foregoing paragraph by means of a declaration
addressed to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe which shall become
_effective as from the date of its receipt.

3. A Contracting Party which has made a reservation in accordance with
paragraph 1 of this Article may not claim the application by.any other Party
of the provision on which the reservation has been made: it may, however,
if its reservation is partial or conditional, c]ann the “application of that provision
insofar as 1t has itself accepted it.

Article 16
- 1. The Contracting Parties may not conclude bilateral or multilateral agreements
with one another on the matters dealt with in this Convention, except in order

to supplement its provisions or facilitate application of the principles embodied
in it.

2. However should two or more Contracting Parties establish or have already
established their relations in this matter on the basis of uniform legislation or a
special system of their own, providing for more extensive obhgatlons they shali
be entitled to regulate those relatlons accordingly notwithstanding the provisions
of this Convention.

3. Contracting Patties ceasing in accordance with paragraph 2 of this Article
to apply the terms of this Convention to their mutual relations in this matter -
shall notify the Secretary General of the Council of Europe to that effect.

Article 17

1. The European Committee on Crime Problems of the Council of Europe
shall be kept informed regarding the application of this Convention and shall do
whatever is needful to facilitate a friendly settlement of any dlffrculty which may
arise out of its execution.

2. The European Committee on Crime Problems may, in the light of future-
technical, social and economic developments, formulate and submit to the Com-
mittee of Ministers of the Council of Europe proposals designed to amend -or
supplement the provisions of this Convention and in particular to alter the
contents of Appendix I .

Article 18

1. In the event of war or other exceptional circumstances any Contracting
Party may make rules temporarily derogating from the provisions of this Con-
vention and having immediate effect. It shall forthwith notify the Secretary
General of the Council of Europe of any such derogation and of its cesser.

2. Any Contracting Party may denounce this Convention by means of a
notification aadressed to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe. Such
denunciation shall take effect six months after the date of receipt by the Secretary
General of such notification. .

Article 19

. The Secretary General of the Council of Europe shall notify the member
States of the Council and any State that has acceded to this Convention of :



