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IHENA -
("Aptpoy )
HPQITON MILPOY

CONVENTION ON THE MEANS OF PROHIBITING AND
PREVENTING THE ILLICIT IMPORT, EXPORT AND
TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP OF CULTURAL PROPERTY

Adopted by the General Conference at its
16th session — Paris 14 November, 1970

The General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Culfural Organization, meeting in Paris from 12 Oclober to 14
November, 1970, at ils 16th session, :

Recalling the importance of the provisions comtained in the Declaration
of the Principles of International Cultural Cooperation, adopted by the
General Conference al its 14th session,

Considering that the intercharge of cultural property among nations for
scientific, cultural and cducational purposes increases the knowledge of
the civilization of Man, enriches the cultural life of all peoples and
inspires mutual respeet and appreciation among nations,

. Considering that cultural property constitutes one of the basic elements
of civilization and national culture, and that its true value can be appre-
ciated only in relation to the fullest possible information regardmg its
origin, history and traditional setting,

Considering that it is incumbent upon every State to protect the cultural
properly existing within ils territory against the dan{,,erb of theft, clande-
stine excavation, and illicit export,

Considering that to avert these d.uu,éna it is cssential for every State
to become increasingly alive to the moral oblu,atlom, to respect . lts -own
cultural hmnam* and that of all nations,

Considering  that, as culural institutions, museums ‘libraries and
archives should ensure that their collections are buxlt up in accordance
with universally recognized moral principles,

Considering that the -illicit import, export and transfel of ownershlp
of cultural property is an obstacle to that understanding between nations
which it is part of UNESCO's mission to promote by recommendmg to
inlerested States, international conventions to this end, .

Considering that the protection of cultural heritage can be effective
only if organized both nationally and mtmnahonally among States workmg
in close cooperation,

Considering that the UNLS(‘O (xcneml Conf(,rcm.e adopted a. Rec’om-
mendation to this effect in 1964,

Having before it further propnbals on the means o[ prombltmg and
preventing the illicit import, export and transfer of ownership-of cultural
property, a queqtnon which. is on the agcnda for 1.he session. as item 19,

Having decided,- at its 15th session, that this quebtlon sho{lld be made
the subject of. an mtemahonnl conventjon, - . v

. Adopts lhlb (Amvumon on the rourteemh (lay u[ Novcmber 1970
-
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. Article 1
For the purposes of this Convention, the term “cultural property” means
property which, on religious or seculat grounds, is specifically designated
by each State as being of imporiance for archaeology, prehistory, history,
literature, art or science and which belongs to the following categories :
: (a) ‘Rare collections and specimens of fauna, flora, minerals and
anatomy, and objec:s of palaeontological mterest
(b) Property relating to history, including the history of science and
technology and military and social history to the life of national
leaders, thinkers, scientists and artists and to events of national
v 1mpor1,ance
(¢) Products of archaeological excavations (including regular and
clandestine) or of archaeological discoveries ;
(d) Elements of artistic or historical monuments or archaeologlcal
: sites which have been dismembered ;
(e) Antiquities more than one hundred years old, such as inscriptions,
coins and engraved seals ;
(f) Objects of ethnological interest ;
(g) Property of artistic interest, such as:
(i) pictures, paintings and drawings produced entirely by
hand ' on any support and in any material (excluding
: ;lndt‘xis)mal desngns and manufactured artlcles decorated by
an
(ii) original works of statuary art and sculpture in any
material ;
(iii) original engravings, prints and hthographs
(iv) original artistic assembages and montages in any material ;

(h) Rare mémuscn’pts and incunabula, old books, documents and -
ﬁubhcamlons of special interest - (hxstomcal an'ustlc scientific, -
iterary-etc.) singly or in collections ;

(i) postage revenue.and similar stamps singly or in collections ;

(]) archives, 1ncludmg sound, photographic and cinematographic
- archlves

(k) articles of furniture more than one hundred years old and old
- musxml mstruments

Article 2

1. The States Partnes to this Convention recognize that the illicit import,
export and transfer of ownership of cultural property is one of the main
causes of the impoverishment of the cultural heritage of the countries of
origin of such property and that international cooperation constitutes one
~of the most efficient means of protecting each country’s cultxural property
agamst all the dangers resultmg therefrom. -

2. To thls end the States Parties undertake to oppose such practices with
the means at their disposal and particularly by removing their causes
‘put:t.mgti a sbop to current practxces and by helpmg to make ‘the necessary
reparations.” A '

" Article 3

- _The import, export or transfer of ownership of cultural roperty
- effected contrary to the provisions adopted under thas Conventxon by the.
States Parnes thereto shall be 111101t sl
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. ‘ Article 4 '
The. States Parties to this Convention recognize that for the purpose
of the Convention property which belongs to the folluwmg categories forms
part of the cultural heritage of each Slate:

(a) Cultural property created by the individual or collective genius
of nationals of the State concerned, and cultural property of
importance (o the State concerned created within tg territory
of that State by foreign natlonals or slateless persons resident
within such territory;

{h) cultural property found within the national territory ;

(c) cultural property acquired by archacological, ethnological or
natural science missions, with the consent of the competent
authorities of the country of origin of such property;

(d) cultural property- which has been the subject of.a freely agreed
exchange ;

(¢) cultural property received as a gllt or purchased legally with the
consenl of the competent nuthorme% of the country of origin of
such propcrty :

Article 5 - :

To ensure-the protcc-tion of their cultural property against illicit import,
export and transfer of ownership the States Parties to this Convention
undertake, as appropriate for each country, to set up within their territo-
ries one or more nalional services, where 'such services do not already
exist, for the protection of the cultural her itage, with a qualified  staff
sufficient in number for thc effective carrying out of the following
functlonb

(a) Contributing to the formation of draft laws and regulations
designed {o securce the protection of the cultural heritage and
particularly prevention of the illicit import, export and transfer
“of ownership of lmportant cultural property ; _

(b) establishing and keeping up to date, on the basis of a national
inventory of protected property, a list of important public and
private. cultural property whose export: would constitute an
appreciable impoverishment of the national cultural heritage ;

(c) promoting the development or the establishment of scientific and
~ 1echnical institutions (museums, libraries, archives, laboratories
workshops..) required to ensure the preservation and presentation

of cultural property;

(d) organizing the supervision of ai chaeologncal excavatnons ensuring
the preservation “in situ” of certain cultural property and protect- .
ing certain areas reserved for future archaeological research;

(e) cstablishing for the beneﬁt of those concerned (curators, collec(mrs,
antique dealers, etc.) rules in conformity with the ethical princi-
ples set forth in this Convention; dnd taking steps to ensure the '
observance of those rules;

(f) taking educational measures to stimulate and develop respect for
the cultural her ltag e of all. States and spreadmg knowledge of the
provisions of this Convention;

() seeing that appropnate publicity ls gwen to the dnsappearance of ,
©any items of cultumi pmperty .
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Article 6 L

The States Parties to this Conveniion undertake ;

(a) To introduce an appropriate certificate in which the exporting
State would specify thal the expori of the cultural property in
question is authorized. The certificate should accompany all items
of cultural property exported in accordance with the regulations ; .

{b) to prohibit the exporlation of cultural property from their
territory unless accompanied by the above-mentioned export
certificate ; ‘ o

(¢) to publicise this prohibition by appropriate means, particularly
among persons likely to export or import cultural property. ’

Article 7

The States Parties to this Convention undertake :

(a) To take the necessary measures consistent with national legisla-
tion, to prevent museums and similar institutions within their
territories from acquiring cultural property originating in another
State Party which has been illegally exported after entry into
force of this Convention, in the States concerned. Whenever
possible, to inform a State of origin Party to this Convention of
an offer of such cultural property illegally removed from that
State after the entry into force of this Convention in both States ;

{(b) (i) to prohibit the import of cultural property stolen from a
museum or a religious or secular public monument or similar
institution in another State Party to this Convention after the
eniry into force of this Convention for the States concerned, -
provided that such property is documented as appertaining
to the inventory of that institution ;

(ii) at the request of the State Party of origin, to take appropriate
steps to recover and return any such cultural property import-
ed after the entry into force of this Convention in both States
concerned, provided, however that the requesting State shall
pay just compensation to an innocent purchaser or to a person
who has a valid title to that property. Requests for recovery
and return shall be made through diplomatic offices. The
requesting Party shall furnish, at its expense; the documenta-
tion and other evidence necessary to establish its claim for
recovery and return. The Parties shall impose no customs
duties or other charges upon cultural property returned
pursuant to this Article. All expenses incident to the return.
and delivery of the cultural property shall be borne by the
requesting Party. . :

Article 8

The States Parties to this Convention undertake to impose penalties or
administrative sanctions on any person responsible for infringing the pro-
‘hibitions referred to under Articles 6 (b) and 7 (b).

Article 9

- Any State Party to this Convention whose cultural patrimony is in
jeopardy from pillage of archaeological or ethnological materials may call
ggon other States Parties who are affected. The States Parties to this
‘Convention undertake, in these circumstances, to participate in a concerted
international-effort to determine and to carry out the necessary concrete



