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THENAC.
(" Apbpoy 2)
NPQTON MEPOZ
CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE
MEDITERPANEAN SEA A(;AINS'I‘ POLLUTION

THE CONTRACTING PARTIES,

Conscious of the ceonomie, social, health and cullural value of the
marine environment. of the Mediterranean Sea Area,

Fully aware of their responsibility to preserve this common heritage
for the benefit and enjoyment of present and (uture generations,

lmngm/m;' the threat posed by pollution 1o the marine mwnnnmenl..
ils- erological (-thlumm resources and legitimate uses,

Mindful of the special hydrographic and ccological characteristics of
the Mediterrancan Sea Area and its particular vulnerability .to pollution,

Noting thal existing international conventions on the subject do not
cover, in spite of the progress achieved, all aspects and sources of
marine pollution and” do not entirely meet the special requirements of
the, Mediterrancan Sea Area,

Realizing fully ‘the need for close co-operation am(mg the States and
international organizations concerned in .& co-ordinated and compre-
hensive regional approach for the protection” and enhancement of the
marine cenvironment in- the Mediterrancan Sea Area,

HAVL AGREED AS FOLLOWS :
Article 1
Geographical coverage

I. I‘or the purposes of this Convention, the Mediterranean Sea Area
shall mean the maritime waters of the Mediterranean Sea proper,
including lis gulls and seas, bounded {o the West by the meridian passing
through Cape Spartel. llghthouse al the entrance’ of the -Straits of
Gibraltar, and Lo the East by the southern limits of the Straits of the
Dardanetles between -Mehmeteik and Kumkale lighthouses.

S 20 kxeepl as may be otherwise provided in any pmlou)l to this Con—
vention, the Mediterranean Sea Axca shall not mcluclc internal waters
ol the. (‘unhactmg I"u’tws

Article 2

v Definitions

For the purposes of this Cunvehli'(m'
~(a) “pollution” ineans- the introduction by man, directly or in-
direetly, of substances or energy into the marine environment
“resulting in such deleterious - effects. as harm (o living resources,

hazards to human health, hindrance to marine activities mcludmg

lishing, unpalrmcm of quahty for use of sea water and reduction of
ulr\(‘llltles

~(b) “Organization” means the - body dmgnated as resp(msxble for
(zn'rym;, out qecretanat functions pmsuant to article 13. of this
C nnventmn
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Article 3
‘ General provisions

The Contracting Parties may cnter into bilateral or multilateral
.xgwemoms including regional or sub-regional agreements, for the pro-
tection. of the marine environment of the Mediterranean Sea agamst
pollution, provided that such agreements are consistent with this Con-.
venlion and conform to international law. Copies of such agreements
between Contracting Parties to this Convention shall be communicated
to the ()xgammtum

2. Nothing in this Conventum shall pre)udlce the codification and
development of the Law of the Sea by the United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea convened pursuant to resolution 2750 C (XXV) of
the ‘General Assembly of the United Nations, nor the present or future
claims and legal views of any State concerning the Law of the Sea and
t,he nature and cxtenl of coastal and flag State ]urlsdlcuon

_Article 4 .

4 General undertaking -

1. The Contracting Parties shall individually or jointly take all appro-
priate measures in accordance with the provisions of this Convention and
those protocols in force to which they arc party, to prevent, abate and
combat  pollution of the Mediterranean Sea Area and to protect and
enhance the marine environment in that Area. ‘

" 2. The Contracting Parties shall co-operate in the formulation and
adoptmn of protocols, in addition to the protocols opened for signature
at the same lime as this Convention, prescribing agreed measures, pro-
. ccrluws and standards for the mplementatmn ‘of this Convention,

'The Contracting Parlies further pledge themselves to promote, within
lhe international bodies considered to be competent by the Contracting
Parties, measures concerning the protection of the marine environment
in the Med:tenam' an Sea Area’ fr om all types and sources of pollutlon :

Article 5
lullutmn caused by dumping from ships and aircraft
The Contrac ting Parties shall take all appropriate measures (o prevent
and abate pollution of the Mediterranean Sea Area caused by dumping
from ships and aircraft.

Article 6
Pollution from ships

The Cuntnactmt, Parties shall take all measures in conformity with
international law to prevent, abate and combat pollution of the Mediter-
rancan Sea Avea caused by discharges from ships and to -ensure the
effective implementation in that Area of the rules which are generally
recognised at the international level relatmg to the control of this type
: of polluhon ' :

Article 7.

Pollution waultmg from exploratlion and exploitation
of- the continental shelf and the seabed and its subsoil

The Contracting Parties shall take all appropriate measures to prevent,
" abate -and combat pollution of the Mediterranean Sea Area resulting from
. exploration and e\cplmtamm of the contmental shelf and the seabed and
its’ subsml , . ,
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Article 8
Pollution from land-based sources

The Contracling Parties shall take all appropriate measures to prevent,
abate and -combat pollution of the Mcediterranean Sea Area caused by
discharges from . rivers, coastal establishments or outfalls, or emanating
from any- other land-based sources within their territories.

Article 9
Co-operation in dealing with pollution emergencies

‘The Contracting Parties shall - ‘co-operale in laking the necessary
luv.l'»mcs for dealing with pollution emergencies in the Mediterranean Sea
Avea, whalever the causes of such emclg,encxea ‘and reducing or eliminat-
m;, d.nu.u,,c resulting therefrom.

. 'Any Coniracting Party which becomes aware of any potlution emer-
-'vnu in the Moditerranean Sea Arca shall without delay notlify the
Oreanisation and, either through the Organization or directly, any Con-
‘lmmn" Party llkoly to I)c affected b) such emclgemy

Article 10
~ Monitoring

The Contracting Parties shall endeavour to establish, in. close co-
opm.mun with the international bodies which they consider competent,
complementary or joint programmes, including, as appropriate, program-
mes at the bilateral or multilateral levels, for pollution monitoring in the
" Meditérrancan Sca Arca and shall endeavour (o establnh a pollution
monitoring. system for that Avea.

-2, For’ this purpose, the Contracling Parties shall designate the com-
petent authorities responsible for pollution monitoring within areas under
their: nmational jurisdiction and shall participate as far as practicable in
infernational -arrangements for pollution momtormg in_areas beyond
,n.ulmu tl jurisdiction.

The Conll.ulmg Parlies undcrtake to co-operate in the formulation,
.uluplmn and implementation of such annexes Lo this Convention as may be
required- to - prescribe common pmcedurcs and atandards for pollution
mumlm my,, ’

Article ll
Scientific and technological co-operation

The Conlracling Parties undertake as far as possible to co-operate
,ducdlv, or-when appropriate through competent regional or other inter-
national organizations, in the field of science and technology, and to
¢éxchange data as well ‘as other sclentlﬁc mformatlon for the purpose of
this: Corivention.

2. 'The Cunluctmg, Parties undertake as far as pmsnble to develop and
co-ordinate their national research programmes relating to all types of
marine poljution in the Mediterranean Sea Area and {o co-operate. in the
establishment - and implementation of regional and other international

o u-scauh programmes for the purpmes of this Convention.

“3. The  Contracting Parties undertake to co-operate in the provxslon
of “technical. and -other possible - assistance in fields relating to marine
pollution, with “priority- to be ‘given 1o the spccial needs of developlng
1unmhu-s m the. Mediterranean regmn _ )
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Article 12
Liability and compensation

The Contracting Parties undertake to co-opcrate as soon as poss:ble in
the formulation and adoption of appropriate procedures for the determi-
nation of liability and compensation for damage resulling from the
pollution of the marine canvironment deriving from violations of the
provxsmns of this Convention and appllcable protocols.

Article 13
Institutional arrangements

~The Contracting Parties designate the United Nations Environment
Programmme as responsible for carrying out the fonowmg secretariat
functnons
"~ (i) To convene and prepare the meetings of Contractmg Par txes and
conferences provided for in article 14, 15 and 16; :
lu) To transmit to the Contracting Parties notiﬁcauons reports and
"~ . other information received in accordance with articles 3, 9
and 20; ,
(iii) To consndcr inquiries by, and mformatwn from the Contracting
- Parties, and to consult with them on questions relating to this
~ Convention and the protocols and annexes thereto ;
(i,v) To perform the functions asgigned to- lt by the protocols to this
Convention ;
(v) To perform such other functions as may be assngned to it by
_ . the Contracting Parties ;
(vi) To ensure the necessary co-ordination with other mternatlonal'
: bodies which the Contracting Parties consider competent, and
"~ in particular, to enter into such administrative arrangements
?s may be required for the effective discharge of the secretariat
.- functions.

Article 14

Meetmgs ’ot the Contracting Parties

1. The Contracting Parties shall hold ordinary meetings once every
two years and extraordinary meetings at any other time deemed necessary,

upon the request of the Organization or at the request of any Contracting -

Party, provided . that such- requests are supported by “at “least - two
Contractmg Parties. '

2 It shall be the function of the meetmgs of the Contractmg Partnes
Vto keep under review the imp!ementatlon of thls Conventxon and the
,pmtocols and, in particular: -

( l) To review gencrally the inventories carried out by Contracting '
Parties and competent international organizations on -the state
Zf marine pollutton and its effects in ~the Mediterranean Sea’
rea;
(n) To consider reports submltted by the Contractlng Partles under
article 20 ;
(iii) To adopt, review and amend as requlred the annexes to tlns
.- Convention and to the protocols in accordance wnth ‘the. proce-
v dure established in article 17 ; N
. (w) To make recommendations rega rdmg the ado tion of any ‘addi-
- tional protocols or any amendments fo this’ Convention or the

protocols in accondance wnth the- provnsiom of articles 15 and 16“':‘ S




