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CONVENTION ON REGISTRATION OF OBJECTS LAUNCHED
INTO OUTER SPACE

The States Parties to this Conventlon

Recognizing the common mterest of all mankind in furthermg the
exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes,

" Recalling that.the Treaty on principles governing the activities of States
~ in the exploration and use of outer space, including the moon and other
celestial bodies of 27 January 1967 affirms that States: shall bear interna-
tional responsibility for their national activities in outer space and refers
to the State on whose registry an object launched into outer space is carried,

Recalling also that the Agreement on the rescue of astronauts, the return .
of astronauts and the return of objects launched into outer space of 22
April 1968 provides that a launching authority shall, upon request, furnish.
identifying data prior to the return of an object it has launched into outer
space found beyond the territorial limits of the launching authority,

Recalling further that the Convention on international liability for
damage caused by space objects of 29 March 1972 establishes international
rules and procedures concerning the 11a1b111ty of launching States for damage
caused by thelr space objects,

Desiring, in the light of the Treaty on pr1nc1ples governing the act1v1t1°s
of States in the exploration and- use: of outer space, including the moon
and other celestial bodies, to make provision for:the national registration
by launching States of space objects launched into outer space,

Desiring further that a central register of objects launched into outer
space be established and maintained, on a mandatory basis, by the Secre-
tary-General of the United Nations,

~ Desiring also to provide for States Parties additional means and proce-
dures to assist in the identification of space objects,

Believing that a mandatory system of registering objects launched into
outer space would, in particular, assist in their identification and would
contribute to the application and development of international law govern-
ing the exploration and use of outer space, .

Have agreed on the following i—

: Article T
For the purpose of this Convention :
(a) The term *launching State ” means :
(i) A State which launches or procures the launchmg of a
space object ;
(ii) A State from whose territory or fac111ty a space obJect is
launched ;
(b) The term “ space object”” includes component parts of a space
object as well as its launch vehicle and parts thereof ;

(¢) The term “ State of reglstry means a launching State on whoce
registry a space object is carried in accordance w1th Article IJ,
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_ Article II

1. When a space object is launched into earth orbit or beyond, the
‘launching State shall register the space object by means of an entry in an
appropriate registry which it shall maintain. - Each launching State shall
inform the Secretary-General of the United Natlons of the establishment
of such a registry.

2. Where there are two or more launching States in respect of any
such space object, they shall jointly determine which one of them shall
register the object in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article, bearmg
in mind the provisions of article VIII of the Treaty on principles governing
the activities of States in the exploration and use of outer space; including
the moon and other celestial bodies, and without prejudice to appropriate
agreements concluded or to be concluded among the launching States on
jurisdiction and control over the space object and over any personnel
thereof. ‘

3. The contents of each registry and the conditions under which it is
maintained shall be determined by the State of registry concerned.

Article III '

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall maintain a‘Register
in which the information furnished in accordance with article IV:shall be:
recorded. .

2. There shall be full and open access to the information in this ARegister.;_,

Article IV ¥
i. Each State of registry shall furnish to the Secretary- Generalgof the
United Nations, as soon as practicable, the following information concern—t
ing each space ob]ect carried on its registry :
(a) Name of launching State or States ;

(b) An appropriate designator of the space obJect or its- reglstratmn
number ; .

(c) Date and territory or location of launch

(d) Basic orbital parameters, including :
(i) Nodal period,
_ (ii) Inclination,
(iii) Apogee,
(iv) Perigee ;
(e) General function of the space object.

2. Each State of registry may, from time to time provide the Secretaxv
General of the United Nations with additional information concerning a
space object carried on its registry.

3. Each State of registry shall notify the Secretary General of the United
Nations, to the greatest extent feasible and as soon as practicable, of space
objects concerning which it has previously transmitted information and
which have been but no longer are in earth orbit.

Article V

Whenever a space object launched into earth orbit or beyond is marked
with the designator or registration number referred to in article IV, para-
graph 1(b), or both; the State of registry shall notify the Secretary-General
of this fact when submlttmg the information regarding the space object
in accordance with article IV. In such case, the Secretary-General of the
United Nations shall record this notification in the Register.
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~Article VI

- Where ‘the application of the provisions of this Convention has not
enabled a State Party to identify a space object which-has caused damage
to it or to any of its natural or juridical persons, or which may be of a
hazardous or deleterious. nature, other States Parties, including-in parti-
cular States possessing space monitoring and tracking facilities, shall
~ respond to the greatest extent feasible to a request by that State Party, or
transmitted through the Secretary-General on its behalf, for assistance.
under equitable and reasonable conditions in the identification of the
- object. A State Party making such a request shall, to the greatest extent
feasible, submit information as to the;ti-me, nature and circumstances of
the -vents giving rise to the request. "Arrangements under which such
assistance shall be rendered shall be the subJect of agreement between the
parties concerned.

Article VII

1. In this Convention, with the exception of articles VIII to XII inclusive,
references to States shall be deemed to apply to any international inter-
governmental organization which conducts space activities if the organi-
zation declares its acceptance of the rights and obligations provided for in
this Convention and if a majority of the States members of the organization
are States Parties to this Convention and to the Treaty on principles -
governing the activities of States in the exploration and use of outer space,
including. the moon and other celestial bodies..

2. States. members of any such organization which are States Parties
to this Convention shall take all appropriate steps to ensure that the
organiZation makes a declaration in accordance w1th paragraph 1 of this
article.

Article VIII

1. This Convention shall be open for signature by all States at  United
Nations Headquarters in- New York. Any State which does not sign thls
Convention before its entry into force in accordance with paragraph 3
of this article may accede to it at any time.

2. This, Convention shall be subject to ratification by signatory States.
Instruments of ratification and instruments of accession shall be deposited
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

3. This Convention shall enter into force among the States which have
deposited instruments of ratification on the deposit of the fifth such instru-
ment with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

4. For States whose instruments of-ratification or accession are depo
sited subsequent to the entry into force of this Convention it shall enter
into force on the date of the deposn; of their instruments of ratification
or accession.

-5.-The Secretary-General shall promptly inform all signatory and
acceding States of the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each
instrument - of ratification of and accession to thxs Convention, the date
of its entry into force and other notices.

"~ Article IX

Any State Party to this Convention may propose amendments to the
Convention. Amendments shall ienter into force for each State Party to the
Convention accepting the amendments upon their acceptance by a majority -
of the States Parties to the Convention on the date of acceptance by it,



