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ΤΗΣ ΕΠΙΣΗΜΟΥ ΕΦΗΜΕΡΙΔΟΣ ΤΗΣ ΔΗΜΟΚΡΑΤΙΑΣ 
ύττ* Άρ. 1199 της 27ης ΙΟΥΝΙΟΥ 1975 

ΝΟΜΟΘΕΣΙΑ 

Ό περί της Συμφωνίας περί Μεταφοράς Νεκρών (Κυρωτικός) Νόμος τοΰ 
1975 εκδίδεται δια δημοσιεύσεως εις την έπίσημον εφημερίδα της Κυπριακής 
Δημοκρατίας συμφώνως τω "Αρθρο:» 52 τοΰ Συντάγματος. 

υνοπτικός 
τίτλος. 

. 'Αριθμός 33 του 1975 

ΝΟΜΟΣ ΚΥΡΩΝ ΤΗΝ ΣΥΜΦΩΝΙ ΑΝ ΠΕΡΙ ΜΕΤΑΦΟΡΑΣ ΝΕΚΡΩΝ 

Ή Βουλή τών 'Αντιπροσώπων ψηφίζει ώς ακολούθως : 

1. Ό παρών Νόμος θά άναφέρηται ώς ό περί της Συμφωνίας περί ς 
Μεταφοράς Νεκρών ('Κυρωτικός) Νόμος του 1975. τ( 

2. Έν τω παρόντι Νόμο), έκτος εάν έκ τοΰ κειμένου προκύπτη δια­ Ερμηνεία, 
φόρος έννοια— 

«Συμφωνία» σημαίνει την Συμφωνίαν περί Μεταφοράς Νεκρών, 
της οποίας το κείμενον έν τω άγγλικώ πρω'το'τύπω εκτίθεται εις 
το Πρώτον Μέρος του Πίνακος και έν μεταφράσει εις την έλληνι­ πίναξ. 
κήν εις τό Δεύτερον Μέρος του Πίνακος : 

'Νοείται ότι έν περιπτώσει αντιθέσεως μεταξύ τών δύο κειμένων, 
υπερισχύει τό εις τό Πρώτον Μέρος του Πίνακος έκτιθέμενον κεί­
μενον. 

3. Ή Συμφωνία, την οποίαν ή Κυπριακή Δημοκρατία υπέγραψε κύρωσις 
τήν 14ην Ιανουαρίου, 1974, δυνάμει της 6π' άρ. 12768 και ήμερ, 24ης Συμβάσεως. 
'Οκτωβρίου, 1973, 'Αποφάσεως του Ύπουργικοΰ Συμβουλίου, δια του 
παρόντος Νόμου κυρουται. 
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ΠΙΝΑΞ 
("Αρθρον 2) 

ΜΕΡΟΣ ΠΡΩΤΟΝ 
AGREEMENT 

ON THE TRANSFER 
OF CORPSES 

The Member States of the Council of Europe, signatory hereto, 
Considering that there is an increasing need to simplify formalities relating 

to the international transfer of corpses; 
Bearing in mind that the transfer of corpses does not create a risk to health 

even if death was due to a communicable disease provided that appropriate 
measures are taken, in particular with regard to the imperviousness of the coffin, 

Have agreed as follows : 

ARTICLE 1 
1. The Contracting Parties shall apply, as between themselves, the provisions 

of this Agreement. 
2. For the purpose of this Agreement, transfer of corpses is understood to 

be the international transport of human remains from the State of departure to 
the State of destination ; the State of departure is that in which the transfer 
began ; in the case of exhumed remains, it is that in which burial had taken 
place ; the State of destination is that in which the corpse is to be buried or 
cremated after the transport. 

3. This Agreement shall not apply to the international transport of ashes. 

ARTICLE 2 
1. The provisions of this Agreement embody the maximum requirements 

which may be Stipulated in connection with the despatch of corpses from, their 
transit through, or their admission to the territory of a Contracting Party. 

2. The Contracting Parties remain free to grant greater facilities either by 
means of bilateral agreements or by decisions arrived at by common accord in 
special cases and in particular in the case of transfer between frontier regions. 

For such agreements or decisions to be applicable in any given case, the 
consent of all the States involved must be obtained. 

ARTICLE 3 
1. Any corpse shall, during the transfer, be accompanied by a special docu­

ment (laissez­passer for a corpse) issued by the competent authority of the State 
of departure. 

2. The laissez­passer shall include at least the information set out in the 
model annexed to the present Agreement; it shall be made out in the official 
language or one of the official languages of the State in which it was issued and 
in one of the official languages of the Council of Europe. 

ARTICLE 4 
With the exception of the documents required under international conventions 

and agreements relating to transport in general, or future conventions or arrange­
ments on the transfer of corpses, neither the State of destination nor the transit 
State shall require any documents other than the laissez­passer for a corpse. 
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ARTICLE 5 
The laissez­passer is issued by the competent authority referred to in Article 

8 of this Agreement, after it has ascertained that : 
(a) all the medical, health, administrative and legal requirements of the 

regulations in force in the State of departure relating to the transfer 
of corpses and, where appropriate, burial and exhumation have been 
complied with ; 

(b) the remains have been placed in a coffin which, complies with the 
requirements laid down in Articles 6 and 7 of this Agreement; 

(c) the coffin only contains the remains of the person named in the laissez­
passer and such personal effects as are to be buried or cremated with 
the corpse. 

ARTICLE 6 
1. The coffin must be impervious; the inside must contain absorbent mate­

rial. If the competent authority of the State of departure considers it necessary 
the coffin must be provided with a purifying device to balance the internal and 
external pressures. It may consist of : 

(i) either an outer coffin in wood with sides at least 20mm thick and an 
inner coffin of zinc carefully soldered or of any other material which 
is self­destroying; 

(ii) or a single coffin in wood with sides at least 30mm thick lined with 
a sheet of zinc or of any other material which is self­destroying. 

2. If the cause of death is a contagious disease, the body itself shall be 
wrapped in a shroud impregnated with an antiseptic solution. 

3. Without prejudice to the provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article 
the coffin, if it is to be transferred by air, shall be provided with a purifying 
device or, failing this, present such guarantees of resistance as are recognised 
to be adequate by the competent authority of the State of departure. 

ARTICLE 7 
If the coffin is to be transported like an ordinary consignment, it shall be 

packaged so that it no longer resembles a coffin, and it shall be indicated that 
it be handled with care. 

ARTICLE 8 
Each Contracting Party shall communicate to the Secretary General of the 

Council of Europe the designation of the competent authority referred to in 
Article 3, paragraph 1, Article 5 and Article 6, paragraphs 1 and 3 of this 
Agreement. 

ARTICLE 9 
If a transfer involves a third State which is a Party to the Berlin Arran­

gement concerning the conveyance of corpses of 10 February, 1937, any Con­
tracting State to this Agreement may require another Contracting State to take 
such measures as are necessary for the former Contracting State to fulfil its obli­
gations under the Berlin Arrangement. 

ARTICLE 10 
1. This Agreement shall be open to signature by the member States of the 

Council of Europe, who may become Parties to it either by : 
(a) signature without reservation in respect of ratification or acceptance, 

or 
(b) signature with reservation in respect of ratification or acceptance, 

followed by ratification or acceptance. 
2. Instruments of ratification or acceptance shall be deposited with the Secre­

tary General of the Council of Europe. 
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ARTICLE 11 
1. This Agreement shall enter into force one month after the date on which 

three member States of the Council shall have become Parties to the Agreement, 
in accordance with the provisions of Article 10. 

2. As regards any member State who shall subsequently sign the Agreement 
without reservation in respect of ratification or acceptance or who shall ratify 
or accept it, the Agreement shall eniter into force one month after the date of such 
signature or after the date of deposit of the instrument of ratification or 
acceptance. 

ARTICLE 12 
1. After the entry into force of this Agreement, the Committee of Ministers 

of the Council of Europe may invite any non-member State, to accede thereto. 
2. Such accession shall be effected by depositing with the Secretary General 

of the Council of Europe an instrument of accession which shall take effect one 
month after the date of its deposit. 

ARTICLE 13 
1. Any Contracting Party may, at the time of signature or when depositing 

its instrument of ratification, acceptance or accession, specify the territory or 
territories to which this Agreement shall apply. 

2. Any Contracting Party may, when depositing its instrument of ratification, 
acceptance or accession or at any later date, by declaration addressed to the 
Secretary General of the Council of Europe, extent this Agreement to any other 
territory or territories specified in the declaration and for whose international 
relations it is responsible or on whose behalf it is authorised to give undertakings. 

3. Any declaration made in pursuance of the preceding paragraph may, in 
respect of any territory mentioned in such declaration, be withdrawn according 
to the procedure laid down in Article 14 of this Agreement. 

ARTICLE 14 
1. This Agreement shall remain in force indefinitely. 
2. Any Contracting Party may, insofar as it is concerned, denounce this 

Agreement by means of a notification addressed to the Secretary General of the 
Council of Europe. 

3. Such denunciation shall take effect six months after the date of receipt 
by the Secretary General of such notification. 

ARTICLE 15 
The Secretary General of the Council of Europe shall notify the member 

States of the Council and any State which has acceded to this Agreement of : 
(a) any signature without reservation in respect of ratification or 

acceptance; 
(b) any signature with reservation in respect of ratification or acceptance; 
(c) the deposit of any instrument of ratification, acceptance or accession ; 
(d) any date of entry into force of this Agreement, in accordance with 

Article 11 thereof ; 
(<?) any declaration received in pursuance of the provisions of paragraphs 

2 and 3 of Article 13 ; 
(/) any notification received in pursuance of the provisions of Article 14 

and the date on which denunciation takes effect; 
(g) any communication made to him under Article 8. 

In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorised thereto, have signed 
this Agreement. 

Done at Strasbourg, this 26th day of October, 1973, in the English and 
French languages, both texts bang equally authoritative, in a single copy which 
shall remain deposited in the archives of the Council of Europe. The Secretary 
General of the Council of Europe shall transmit certified copies to each of the 
signatory and acceding States. 


