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MEPOZ MPOTON
CONVENTION

T’heMerSfatesoﬁheCmmcﬂ of Europe, signatory hereto,

Considering that the aimx of the: Council of Furope is to aclne:ve a grmxcr
unity between its Members ;

Wxshmg to provide for a registration scheme enabling a testator to register :
his wilk iir order to reduce the: risk of the will remaining unknows or being.

found belatedly, and to facilitate the discovery of the existence of this wall- afser the
death of the testator;

Convinced-that -such a- systemr—-would facilitate -in--particular.the ﬁnédmg of,h v

wills: made abroad, -
Have. agreed: as follows :

The Contracting: States undertake to establish, in accordanee with. the pro-.
visions of this Convention, a. scheme of registration of wills. with & view to. -
facifitating; after the death of the testator; thedmmyﬁthgmmof'

the will.
ARTECLE Z

InarderwxmpfmtdmmvmofﬁhsmmMmachCammcnﬂgm‘ :

State shall establish or appoint one or more bodies responsible for the. regis-
tration provided for by the Convention and for answering r:-:quests for u:l:ﬁ)rmanon
made iz accordance with Artide 8, paragraph 2 v

ARTICLE 3

t. With a view to facilitating international co-operation, each Comtractmng

. State skall appoint a national body which shall, without any intermediary :

(@) arrange for registration in other Contracting States as provided for
in Article 6; : :

¢b) receive requests for information arriving from the national bodies af'_ |

other Contracting States, and answer them under the conditions' set
out in Article 8.

. Each Contracting State shall communicate. to the Secretary-General of .
the Courncxl of Europe the name and address of rhe- national body appo'rrtted' in

accordance with the preceding paragraph.

ARTICLE 4 :
t. The followmg shaL} be registered in.a Contracting State

(ay formal wills declared to a notary, a public authonty OI" aly person
authorised by the law of that State to record them, as well as other
wills deposxted with an authority or a person authorised by law to

accept such de:posrt with a formal act of deposit having been

-established :

th). hdloompﬁm wills whmh have been deposited with a notary- a public
authority or any person authorised by. the law of that State to- accept:

them, without a format act.of deposit having been established, subject -

to that Jaw permitting such deposit. The testator mmay oppese re-
c.lstranon if Lhe saxd Jaw docs not prohibit such opposition.
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) 2. Withdrawals. revocations and other modifications of the wills registered
according to this Article shall also be regisicred if they are esiablished in a form
which would make registration corapulsory according to the preceding paragraph.

3. Any Contracting State may exclude from the application of the present
Article wills deposited with authoriiies of the armed forces.

. ARTICLE 5 :
1. Registration shall be made at the request of the notary, the public autho-
rity or the person referred to in Article 4, paragraph 1.

2. Any Contracting State may, however, in special cases determined and
_under the conditions specified by its national law, provide for the request for
registration to be made by the testator.

ARTICLE 6

1. Registration sha]l not be subject to conditions of natmnahty or residence
.of the testator.

2. At the request of the testator, the notary, pubhc authority or person referred
to in Article 4, may request registration not only in the State where the will is
made or deposited, but also, through the intermediary of the national bodies, in
other Contracting States.

ARTICLE 7
1. The request for registration shall contain the following information at least :

(a) family name and first name(s) of testator or anthor of deed (and maiden
name, where applicable) ;

{b) date and place (or, if this is not known, country) of birth ;

{c) address or domicile, as declared ;

{d) nature and date of deed of which registration is requested ;

{e) name and address of the notary, public authority or person who received
“the deed or with whom it is deposited.

2. This information must be contained in the register, in the form stipulated
by each Contracting State.

3. The duration of registration may be determined by each Contracting State.

ARTICLE 8
1. Registration shall be secret during the lifetime of the testator.

2. On the death of the testator any person may obtain the information
~ mentioned in Article 7 on presentation of an extract of the death certificate or of
any other satisfactory proof of death.

3. If the will has been made jointly by two or more persons, the prov*lsnons'
of paragraph 2 of this :Asticle shall apply, notwithstanding the provisions of para-
graph 1. on the death of any of the testators.

ARTICLE 9

Services between Contracting States pursuant to this (‘onventlon shall be
rendered free of charge.

ARTICLE 10

, This Convention shall not affect provisions which, in each Contracting State,
relate to the validity of wills and other deeds referred to in this Convention.
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ARTICKE 11

" Each Contracting Staie shall have the option to extend, under the conditions .

to be established by that State, the registration system provided for by this Con-

vemion 10 any other will not referred to in Article. 4 or any other deed affecting.
" the devolution of an estate lnthxsc&samparmkatﬁhcprwmmoiéimdeﬁ,

paragraph 2, shalt apply.
ARTICLE 12

1. This Convention shall be opex to sigmature by the mewmber States of e .

.COEHCLLOYEEH’IOW It shall be subject to ratification or acceptance. . Instrummets
of ratification or acceptance shall bz dep@sated with the Secretary-Gmml of. t_he
Council of Europe..

2. This Convention shall enter into- force three. months after the date of d@osn o

of the third instrument of ratification or acceptance..

3. In respect of a sigmatory State ratifying or accepting subsa;uemiy, the.
. Comnvention shall come into force three months after the date of the depcxmi of-,. :
" its instrument ~of ratificationor- acceptance. T T T T "

ARTICLE 13

1. After the: entry into force of this Commnamthﬁ&math@m
of the Coumcil of Europe may invite any noa-member State: to accede thereto,

Z. Such accession shall be effected Ty depositing with the Secretary-Geneval:
of the €ouncil of Emrope an mmtofmsmwlnc&aﬁaﬂmkzmm-

momnths after the date of its deposit.
ARTKEE 14
k. Any Conmtracting State may, at the time of sigmature or whem. depositing

its imstrumrent of ratificaticn, acceptamce Or accessio.r specify. e.he tezntary or

territories to which this Comvention shall apply.

2. Amy Contracting Siate nray, when depositig its instrusrernt of ratification,
amepmnoeoraoce.ssmnora:anylatm*da&e,by declaration addressed to the
y-General of the Council of Europe, extend this Convention to any other.

‘ termory or territories specified i the declaration and for whose internationzl

relations. it is responsible or on whose behalf it is authorised to give undertakings.

3. Any declaration made n purswance of tbe preceding paragraph may, in
respect of any territory mentioned in such declaration, be withdrawn accardme
to the procedure laid down i Article 16 of this Convention.

ARTICLE 15
No reservation shalt be made to the provisions. of this Convmmm. -

ARTICLE 16 ,
1. This Convention shall remain in force indefinitely. -
2. Any Contracting State may, in so far as it is concerned, denoun<e this Con-

ventionr by means of a. notification addressed to the Secretary-Geneml of ‘the
Councit . of Evrope. -

3. Such denumciation shali tdke effect six momha, after &he date of recexpt
by the Secretary-General of such ‘notification.

ARTICLE 17
The %cretarv-(}enera.l of the Council of Europe shall noufy the member of
the Council and any State which has acceded to- this Convention of :
(@) any signature ; :
(h) any deposit (wf an mstrument of ratification, acceptance or accession :



