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NOMO®OEZIA

‘0 mepl Thg Zvpbdoswg Eml i Aebvobg EBOWMG Bk Znpiag Tpo€evou-
pévag Omd Aotk *Avtikelpévay (Kupotikdg) Népog o0 1973 &xkdidetat
Bk dnuoolevoewg elg TV gnlonuov 2gnueplda Thg Kumplakfig Anpoxpoatiog
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NOMOS= KYPQN THN ZYMBAZIN Erl THE AIEGNOYZ EYOY-
NHE AIA ZHMIAZ MPOZENOYMENAZ YNO AIAZTHMI-
KQN ANTIKEIMENQN.

‘H BouAl| &V "AVIITPOOOT®OV ynoiZer dg drolovBg :

1. ‘O mapdv Népog B& dvagépnrat 6 6 mepl Thg SUPBGOEWG ETL Zuvomtikdg
Tic AeBvobg E0BOVNG dux Znulog Mpogevovuévag Omd Alaotuk®dv TThes.
> AVTLKELHEVGDV (KupwTtikdg) Noépog o0 1973,

2, ’Ev 1® mapdvti Nouo, gkTdg &&v £k TOD KELMEVOU TMPOKOTTY Epunveic.
diL&popog EVvolo—
«ZOpbooigy onuaiver Ty ZOpéoaowy Eml g Awebvodg EOBOVNG
B Znulag Mpo&evovpévag omd AlomUIKAY AVTIKELPEV®@Y, THS
smolag t0 kelpevov &v 1@ "AyyAikd TMpototine &xtietan elg 10
Mp&tov Mépog 100 Mivakog Kol &v peTapp&oet €lg v ‘EANVIKAV TMiva,
ele 10 Aedrepov Mépog Tod Mivaxog :
Nosgiton &t &y MePIMTOOEL GVTIBETEWG HETAED TGV BUO KEWWEV@Y
omeployVeL T &lg 10 Mp&tov Mépog t0d Tivakog gxTiOépevov Kel-
WEVOV.

3. ‘H Soubaoig Ty dmolav Kumplaki) Anpoxpatio Oméypaye TV Kopwoig
28nv *Ampihiov 1972 &v Aovdive, Thv 5nv Malou 1972 &y Méoyq kol Zoub&oes.
v 12qv Matou 1972 2y OdooLyKTdWVL duvapel Thg O &pOpov 11.261

xad fjpepopnviay 13nv *Anpihiov 1972 *Amo¢&oens o0 YroupytkoD
= upBouklov, Bk To0 napbvrog Népou kupolrat.
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MINAZ
("ApBpov 2)
MEPOZX TNPQTON
CONVENTION

ON INTERNATIONAL LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE CAUSED
BY SPACE OBJECTS

(Concluded in triplicate at the Cities of London, Moscow
and Washington on the 29th March, 1972).

The States Parties to this Convention,

Recognising the common interest of all mankind in furthering the exploration
and use of outer space for peaceful purposes,

Recalling the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies,

Taking into consideration that, notwithstanding the precautionary measures to
be taken by States and international intergovenmental organisations involved in the
launching of space objects, damage may on occasion be caused by such objects,

Recognising the need to elaborate effective international rules and procedures
concerning liability for damage caused by space objects and to ensure, in particular,
the prompt payment under the terms of this Convention of s full and equitable
measure of compensation to victims of such damage,

Believing that the establishment of such rules and procedures will contribute
to the strengthening of international co-operation in the field of the exploration and
use of outer space for peaceful purposes,

Have agreed on the following :

ARTICLE 1

For the purposes of this Convention :

(a) The term “damage” means loss of life, personal injury or other impairment
of health; or loss of or damage to property of States or of persons,
natural or juridical, or property of international intergovernmental orga-
nisations ;

(b) The term “launching” includes attempted launching ;

(¢) The term “launching State” means :

(i) a state which launches or procures the launching of a space
object ;
(i) a state from whose territory or facility a space object is launched ;

(d) The term “space object” includes component parts of a space object as
well as its launch vehicle and parts thereof.

ARTICLE II

A launching State shall be absolutely liable to pay compensation for damage
caused by its space object on the surface of the earth or to aircraft in flight.

ARTICLE III

In the event of damage being caused elsewhere than on the surface of the earth
to a space object of one launching State or to persons or property on board such
a space object by a space object of another launching State, the latter shall be liable
only if the damage is due to its fault or the fault of persons for whom it is respons‘ble.

ARTICLE 1V

1. In the event of damage being caused elsewhere than on the surface of the
earth to a space object of one launching State or to persons or property on board
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such a space object by a space object of another launching State, and of damage
thereby being caused to a third State or to its natural or juridical persons, the first
two States shall be jointly and severally liable to the third State, to the extent
indicated by the following :

(a) If the damage has been caused to the third State on the surface of the
earth or to aircraft in flight, their liability to the third State shall be
absolute ;

(b) If the damage has been caused to a space object of the third State or to
persons or property on board that space object elsewhere than on the
surface of the earth, their liability to the third State shall be based on
the fault of either of the first two States or on the fault of persons for
whom either is responsible.

2. In all cases of joint and several liability referred to in paragraph 1 of this
Article, the burden of compensation for the damage shall be apportioned between
the first two States in accordance with the extent to which they were at fault ; if
the extent of the fault of each of these States cannot be established, the burden of
compensation shall be apportioned equally between them. Such apportionment shall
be without prejudice to the right of the third State to seek the entire compensation
due under this Convention from any or all of the launching States which are jointly
and severally liable.

ARTICLE V

1. Whenever two or more States jointly launch a space object, they shall be
jointly and severally liable for any damage caused.

2. A launching State which has paid compensation for damage shall have the
right to present a claim for indemnification to other participants in the joint
launching. The participants in a joint launching may conclude agreements regarding
the apportioning among themselves of the financial obligation in respect of which
they are jointly and severally liable. Such agreements shall be without prejudice
to the right of a State sustaining damage to seek the entire compensation due under
this Convention from any or all of the launching States which are jointly and
severally liable.

3. A State from whose territory or facility a space object is launched shall be
regarded as a participant in a joint launching.

ARTICLE VI

1. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Article, exoneration from
absolute liability shall be granted to the extent that a launching State establishes that
the damage has resulted either wholly or partially from gross negligence or from an
act or omission done with intent to cause damage on the part of a claimant State
or of natural or juridical persons it represents.

2. No exoneration whatever shall be granted in cases where the damage has
resulted from activities conducted by a launching State which are not in conformity
with international law including, in particular, the Chartef of the United Nations

and the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration
and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies.

ARTICLE VII
The provisions of this Convention shall not apply to damage caused by a space
object of a launching State to:
(a) nationals of that launching State ;
(b) foreign nationals during such time as they are patticipating in the
operation of that space object from the time of its launching or at amy
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stage thereafter until its descent, or during such time as they are in the
immediate vicinity of a planned launching or recovery area as the result
of an invitation by that launching State.

ARTICLE VIII

1. A State which suffers damage, or whose natural or juridical persons suffer
damage, may present to a launching State a claim for compensation for such damage.

2. If the State of nationality has not presented a claim, another State may, in

respect of damage sustained in its territory by any natural or juridical person, present
a claim to a launching State.

3. If neither the State of nationality nor the State in whose territory the damage
was sustained has presented a claim or notified its intention of presenting a claim,
another State may, in respect of damage sustained by its permanent residents, present
a claim to a launching State.

ARTICLE IX

A claim for compensation for damage shall be presented to a launching State
through diplomatic channels. If a State does not maintain diplomatic relations with
the lauching State concerned, it may request another State to present its claim to
that launching State or otherwise represent its interests under this Convention. It
may also present its claim through the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
provided the claimant State and the launching State are both Members of the
United Nations.

ARTICLE X

1. A claim for compensation for damage may be presented to a launching State
not later than one year following the date of the occurrence of the damage or the
identification of the launching State which is liable.

2. If, however, a State does not know of the occurrence of the damage or has
not been able to identify the launching State which is liable, it may present a claim
within one year following the date on which it learned of the aforementioned facts ;
however, this period shall in no event exceed one year following the date on which
the State could reasonably be expected to have learned of the facts through the
exercise of due diligence.

3. The time-limits specified in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article shall apply
even if the full extent of the damage may not be known. In this event, however,
the claimant State shall be entitled to revise the claim and submit additional docu-
mentation after the expiration of such time-limits until one year after the full extent
of the damage is known.

ARTICLE XI

1. Presentation of a claim to a launching State for compensation for damage
under this Convention shall not require the prior exhaustion of any local remedies
which may be available to a claimant State or to natural or juridical persons it
represents.

2. Nothing in this Convention shall prevent a State, or natural or juridical persons
it might represent, from pursuing a claim in the courts or administrative tridunals
or agencies of a launching State. A State shall not, however, be entitled to present
a claim under this Convention in respect of the same damage for which a claim is
being pursued in the courts or administrative tribunals or agencies of a launching
State or under another international agreement which is binding on the States
concerned.
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ARTICLE XII

The compensation which the launching State shall be liable to pay for damage
under this Convention shall be determined in accordance with international law and
the principles of justice and equity, in order to provide such reparation in respect of
the damage as will restore the person, natural or juridical, State or international
organisation on whose behalf the claim is presented to the condition which would have

existed if the damage had not occurred.

ARTICLE XIII

Unless the claimant State and the State from which compensation is due under
this Convention agree on another form of compensation, the compensation shall be
paid in the currency of the claimant State or, if that State so requests, in the currency
of the State from which compensation is due.

ARTICLE XIV

If no settlement of a claim is arrived at through diplomatic negotiations  as
provided for in Article IX, within one year from the date on which the claimant
State notifies the launching State that is has submitted the documentation of its
claim, the parties concerned shall establish a Claims Commision at the request of
either party.

ARTICLE XV

1. The Claims Commission shall be composed of three members : one appointed
by the claimant State, one appointed by the launching State and the third member,
the Chairman, to be chosen by both parties jointly. Each party shall make is
appointment within two monts of the request for the establishment of the Claims
Commission.

2. If no agreement is reached on the choice of the Chairman within four months
of the request for the establishment of the Commission, either party may request
the Secretary-General of the United Nations to appoint the Chairman within a further
period of two months.

ARTICLE XVI

1. If one of the parties does not make its appointment within the stipulated
period, the Chairman shall, at the request of the other party, constitute a single-
member Claims Commission.

2. Any vacancy which may arise in the Commission for whatever reason shall
be filled by the same procedure adopted for the original appointment.

3. The Commission shall determine its own procedure.

4. The Commission shall determine the place or places where it shall sit and
all other administrative matters.

5. Except in the case of decisions and awards by a single-member Commission,
all decision and awards of the Commission shall be by majority vote.

ARTICLE XVII

No increase in the membership of the Claims Commission shall take place by
reason of two or more claimant States or launching States being joined in any one
proceeding before the Commission. The claimant States s0 joined shall collectively
appoint one member of the Commission in the same manner and subject to the same
conditions as would be the case for a single claimant State. When two or more
launching States are soO joined, they shall collectively appoint one member of the

Commission in the same way. If the claimant States or the launching States do

not make the appointment within the stipulated period, the Chairman shall constitute
a single member Commission.



