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Ό -περί της Συμβάσεως περί 'Αδικημάτων και Έτερων Πράξεων Τελου­
μένων επί 'Αεροσκαφών (Κυρωτικός) Νόμος του 1972 εκδίδεται δια δημοσι­
εύσεως ε'ις την έπίσημόν εφημερίδα της Κυπριακής Δημοκροπίας συμφώνως τω 
"Αρθρω 52 του Συντάγματος. 

'Αριθμός 31 του 1972 
ΝΟΜΟΣ ΚΥΡΩΝ ΤΗΝ ΣΥΜΒΑΣΙΝ ΠΕΡΙ ΑΔΙΚΗΜΑΤΩΝ ΚΑΙ 

ΕΤΕΡΩΝ ΠΡΑΞΕΩΝ ΤΕΛΟΥΜΕΝΩΝ ΕΠΙ ΑΕΡΟΣΚΑΦΩΝ 
Ή Βουλή των 'Αντιπροσώπων ψηφίζει ώς ακολούθως : 

1. Ό παρών Νόμος θά άναφέρηται ώς ό περί τής Συμβάσεως περί Συνοπτικός 
'Αδικημάτων και Έτερων Πράξεων Τελουμένων επί 'Αεροσκαφών τίτλος. 
(Κυρωτικός) Νόμος του 1972. 

2. Έ ν τω παρόντι Νόμω, έκτος έάν έκ του κειμένου προκύπτη 'Ερμηνεία, 
διάφορος έννοια— 

«Σύμβασις» σημαίνει τήν Σύμβασιν περί 'Αδικημάτων και Έτε­
ρων Πράξεων Τελουμένων έπί 'Αεροσκαφών, τής οποίας τό κείμε­
νον έν τω άγγλικώ πρωτοτυπώ εκτίθεται είς τό Πρώτον Μέρος 
του Πίνακος και έν μεταφράσει εις τήν έλληνικήν είς τό Δεύτερον πίναξ. 
Μέρος του* Πίνακος : 

Νοείται δτι έν περιπτώσει αντιθέσεως μεταξύ τών δύο κειμένων 
υπερισχύει τό είς τό Πρώτον Μέρος του Πίνακος έκτιθέμενον κεί­
μενον. 
3 . Ή Σύμβασις, είς ην ή Κυπριακή Δημοκροαία θέλει προσχω­ Κύρωσις 

ρήσει δυνάμει τής ύπ' αρ. 9841 και ήμερομηνίοτν 9ην 'Ιουλίου 1970, Συμβάσεως. 
'Αποφάσεως τοΟ Υπουργικού Συμβουλίου, διά τοΟ παρόντος Νόμου 
κυροΟται. 

ΠΙΝΑΞ 
("Αρθρον 2) 

ΠΡΩΤΟΝ ΜΕΡΟΣ 
CONVENTION 

ON OFFENCES AND CERTAIN OTHER ACTS COMMITTED 
ON BOARD AIRCRAFT 

THE STATES Parties to this Convention HAVE AGREED as 
follows : 

CHAPTER I.—SCOPE OF THE CONVENTION 
Article 1 

1. This Convention shall apply in respect of: 
(a) offences against penal law ; 
(b) acts which, whether or not they are offences, may or do 

jeopardize the safety of the aircraft or of persons or pro­
perty therein or which jeopardize good order and discipline 
on board. 
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2. Except as provided in Chapter III, this Convention shall apply 
in respect of offences committed or acts done by a person on board 
any aircraft registered in a Contracting State, while that aircraft is 
in flight or on the surface of the high seas or of any other area 
outside the territory of any State. 

3. For the purposes of this Convention, an aircraft is considered 
to be in flight from the moment when power is applied for the purpose 
of take­off until the moment when the landing run ends. 

4. This Convention shall not apply to aircraft used in military, 
customs or police services. 

Article 2 
Without prejudice to the provisions of Article 4 and except when 

•the safety of the aircraft or of persons or property on board so 
requires, no provision of this Convention shall be interpreted as 
authorizing or requiring any action in respect of offences against penal 
laws of a political nature or those based on racial or religious 
discrimination. 

CHAPTER II.—JURISDICTION 
Article 3 

1.. The State of registration of the aircraft is competent to exercise 
jurisdiction over offences and acts committed on board. 

2. Each Contracting State shall take such measures as may be 
necessary to establish its jurisdiction as the State of registration over 
offences committed on board aircraft registered in such State. 

3. This Convention does not exclude any criminal jurisdiction 
exercised in accordance with national law. 

Article 4 
A Contracting State which is not the State of registration may not 

interfere with an aircraft in flight in order to exercise its criminal 
jurisdiction over an offence committed on board except in the fol­
lowing cases: 
: (a) the offence has effect on the territory of such State; 

(b) the offence has been committed by or against a national or 
permanent resident of such State ; 

(c) the offence is against the security of such State; 
(d) the offence consists of a breach of any rules or regulations 

relating to the flight or manoeuvre of aircraft in force in 
such State; 

■(e) the exercise of jurisdiction is necessary to ensure the ob­
servance of any obligation of such State under a multilateral 
international agreement. 

CHAPTER III.—POWERS OF THE AIRCRAFT COMMANDER 
Article 5 

1. The provisions of this Chapter shall not apply to offences and 
acts committed or about to be committed by a person on board an 
aircraft in flight in the airspace of the State of registration or over 
the high seas or any other area outside the territory of any State 
unless the last point of take­off or the next point of intended landing 
is situated in a State other than that of registration, or the aircraft 
subsequently flies in the airspace of a State other than that of registra­
tion with such person still on board. 
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2. Not withstanding the provisions of Article 1, paragraph 3, an 
aircraft shall for the purposes of this Chapter, be considered to be 
in flight at any time from the moment when all its external doors are 
closed following embarkation until the moment when any such door 
is opened for disembarkation. In the case of a forced landing, the 
provisions of this Chapter shall continue to apply with respect to 
offences and acts committed on board until competent authorities of 

* a State take over the responsibility for the aircraft and for the persons 
and property on board. 

Article 6 
1. The aircraft commander may, when he has reasonable grounds 

to believe that a person has committed, or is about to commit, on 
board the aircraft, <an offence or act contemplated in Article 1, 
paragraph 1, impose upon such person reasonable measures including 
restraint which are necessary : 

* (a) to protect the safety of the aircraft, or of persons or property 
therein ; or 

(b) to maintain good order and discipline on board ; or 
^ (c) to enable him to deliver such person to competent authorities 

or to disembark him in accordance with the provisions of 
this Chapter. 

2. The aircraft commander may require or authorize the assistance 
of other crew members and may request or authorize, but not require, 
the assistance of passengers to restrain any person whom he is entitled 
to restrain. Any crew member or passenger may also take reasonable 
preventive measures without such authorization when he has reason­
able grounds to believe that such action is immediately necessary to 
protect the safety of the aircraft, or of persons or property therein. 

Article 7 
1. Measures of restraint imposed upon a person in accordance with 

Article 6 shall not be continued beyond any point at which the aircraft 
lands unless : 

(a) such point is in the territory of a non­Contracting State and 
» its authorities refuse to permit disembarkation of that person 

or those measures have been imposed in accordance with 
Article 6, paragraph 1 (c) in order to enable his delivery to 
competent authorities ; 

* (b) the aircraft makes a forced landing and the aircraft com­
mander is unable to deliver that person to competent autho­
rities ; or 

(c) that person agrees to onward carriage under restraint. 
2. The aircraft commander shall as soon as practicable, and if 

possible before landing in the territory of a State with a person on 
board who has been placed under restraint in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 6, notify the authorities of such State of the 
fact that a person on board is under restraint and of the reasons for 
such restraint. 

Article 8 
1. The aircraft commander may, in so far as it is necessary for 

the purpose of subparagraph (a) or (b) of paragraph 1 of Article 6, 
* disembark in the territory of any State in which the aircraft lands any 

person who he has reasonable grounds to believe has committed, or 
is about to commit, on board the aircraft an act contemplated in 
Article 1, paragraph 1 (b). 



I N . 31/72 466 

2. The aircraft commander shall report to the authorities of the 
State in which he disembarks any person pursuant to this Article, 
the fact of, and the reasons for, such disembarkation. 

Article 9 
1. The aircraft commander may deliver to the competent authorities 

of any Contracting State in the territory of which the aircraft lands 
any person who he has reasonable grounds to believe has committed 
on board the aircraft an act which, in his opinion, is a serious offence 
according to the penal law of the State of registration of the aircraft. 

2. The aircraft commander shall as soon as practicable and if 
possible before landing in the territory of a Contracting State with a 
person on board whom the aircraft commander intends to deliver in 
accordance with the preceding paragraph notify the authorities of such 
State of his intention to deliver such person and the reasons therefor. 

3. The aircraft commander shall furnish the authorities to whom 
any suspected offender is delivered in accordance with the provisions 
of this Article with evidence and information which, under the law 
of the State of registration of the aircraft, are lawfully in his possession. 

Article .10 
For actions taken in accordance with this Convention, neither the 

aircraft commander, any other member of the crew, any passenger, 
the owner or operator of the aircraft, nor the person on whose behalf 
the flight was performed shall be held responsible in any proceeding 
on account of the treatment undergone by the person against whom 
the actions were taken. 

CHAPTER IV.—UNLAWFUL SEIZURE OF AIRCRAFT 
Article 11 

1. When a person on board has unlawfully committed by force 
or threat thereof an act of interference, seizure, or other wrongful 
exercise of control of an aircraft in flight or when such an act is 
about to be committed, Contracting States shall take all appropriate 
measures to restore control of the aircraft to its lawful commander » 
or to preserve his control of the aircraft. 

2. In the oases contempliated in the preceding paragraph, the* 
Contracting State in which the aircraft lands shall permit its passengers 
and crew to continue their journey as soon as practicable, and shall · 
return the aircraft and its cargo to the persons lawfully entitled to 
possession. 

CHAPTER V.—POWERS AND DUTIES OF STATES 
Article 12 

Any Contracting State shall allow the commander of an aircraft 
registered in another Contracting State to disembark any person 
pursuant to Article 8* paragraph 1. 

Article 13 
1. Any Contracting State shall take delivery of any person whom 

the aircraft commander delivers pursuant to Article 9, paragraph 1. 
2. Upon being satisfied that the circumstances so warrant, any 

Contracting State shall take custody or other measures to ensure the * 
presence of any person suspected of an act contemplated in Article 
11, paragraph 1 and of any person of whom it has taken delivery. 
The custody and other measures shall be as provided in the law of 
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that State b^t may only­be continued for such time as is reasonably 
necessary to enable any criminal or. extradition proceedings to be 
instituted. 

3. Any person in custody pursuant to the previous paragraph shall 
be assisted in communicating immediately with the nearest appropriate 
representative of the State of which he is a national. 

4. Any Contracting State, to which a person is delivered pursuant 
to Article 9, paragraph 1, or in whose territory an aircraft lands 
following the commission of an act contemplated in Article 11, 
paragraph 1, shall immediately make a preliminary enquiry into the 
facts. 

5. When a State, pursuant to this Article, has taken a person into 
custody, it shall immediately notify the State of registration of the 
aircraft and the State of nationality of the detained person and, if it 
considers it advisable, any other interested State of the fact that such 
person is in custody and of the circumstances which warrant his deten­
tion. The State which makes the preliminary enquiry contemplated 
in paragraph 4 of this Article shall promptly .report its findings to 
the said States and shall indicate whether it intends to exercise 
jurisdiction. 

Article 14 
1. When any person has been disembarked in accordance with 

Article 8, paragraph 1, or delivered in accordance with Article 9, 
paragraph 1, or has disembarked after committing an act contemplated 
in Article 11, paragraph 1, and when such person cannot or does 
not desire to continue his journey and the State of landing refuses to 
admit him, that State may, if the person in question is not a national 
or permanent resident of that State, return him to the territory of 
the State of which he is a national or permanent resident or to the 
territory of the State in which he began his journey by air. 

2. Neither disembarkation, nor delivery, nor the taking of custody 
or other measures contemplated in Article 13, paragraph 2, nor 
return of the person Concerned, shall be considered as admission to 
the territory of the Contracting State concerned for the purpose of 
its law relating to entry or admission of persons and nothing in this 
Convention shall affect the law of a Contracting State relating to 
the expulsion of persons from its territory. 

Article 15 
1. Without prejudice to Article 14, any person who has been dis­

embarked in accordance with Article 8, paragraph 1, or delivered 
in accordance with Article 9, paragraph. 1, or has disembarked after 
committing an act contemplated in Article 11, paragraph 1, and 
who desires to continue his journey shall be at liberty as soon as 
practicable to proceed to any destination of his choice unless his 
presence is required by the law of the State of landing for the purpose 
of extradition or criminal proceedings. 

2. Without prejudice to its law as to entry and admission to, and 
extradition and expulsion from its territory, a Contracting State in 
whose territory a person has been disembarked in accordance with 
Article 8, paragraph 1, or delivered in accordance with Article 9, 
paragraph 1 or has disembarked and is suspected of having committed 
an act contemplated in Article 11, paragraph 1, shall accord to such 
person treatment which is no less favourable for his protection and 
security than that accorded to nationals of such Contracting State in 
like circumstances. 


