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PROPERTY OF SUCH PATIENTS.

[29¢h May, 1931.]
This Law may be cited as the Mental Patients Law.

In this Law—

“Court ” means a District Court or any Judge
thereof;

‘“ criminal mental hospital >’ means a criminal mental
hospital appointed under this Law; -

““ criminal mental patient *’ means a person found to
be insane upon inquiry directed to be made by a
District Court or any Assize Court before which such
person is being tried and shall include a person who has
been acquitted by a District Court or any Assize
Court or the Supreme Court on the ground of insanity
under the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Law,
or of the Criminal Law;

“ District Court ” includes any Judge thereof';
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“ medical practitibner ” means any medical practi-
tioner duly registered under the Medical Registration
Law, or any amendment thereof;

“mental hospital ’ means any mental hospital
appointed under this Law;

“ mental patient ’ means a lunatic and includes an
idiot or any other person of unsound mind;

“offence ” means an act, attempt or omission
punishable by law or enactment. '

3. Any Court, upon the information on oath of any
informant to the effect that the informant has good cause
to suspect and believe and does suspect and believe some
person to be mentally afflicted and a proper subject of
confinement, may, in any place which such Court deems
convenient, examine such suspected person, and, in the
same place or elsewhere, may hold an inquiry as to the
state of mind of such suspected person. For the purposes
of such inquiry, the Court shall have the same powers as
if the suspected person were a person against whom a
complaint for an offence had been made: '

Provided that such Court may, if it thinks fit, proceed
with such inquiry in the absence of the suspected person,
and without proof of the service of a summons upon him.

4. (1) The Court shall also appoint a medical practitioner
to examine the suspected person. Such medical practitioner
if he considers that the facts warrant him so doing shall sign
a certificate (in this Law referred to as the certificate)
certifying that in his opinion the suspected person is in fact
mentally afflicted and a proper subject of confinement as a
mental patient.

(2) The medical practitioner before giving the certificate
shall inquire of any person able to give him information as
to the previous history of the suspected person and shall
state in the certificate all matters known to him which he
deems likely to be of service with reference to the medical
treatment of such person. ' '

(3) The certificate shall specify in full detail the facts
upon which the medical practitioner founds his opinion and
shall distinguish facts which he has himself observed from
facts communicated to him by others. -
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(4) No certificate shall have any effect under this Law
which purports to be founded on facts wholly communicated
to the medical practitioner by others.

5. (1) Any person, not being a medical practitioner, who
knowingly and wilfully signs any certificate under this Law
in which he is described as a medical practitioner, shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable to imprisonment for
any term not exceeding one year or to a fine not exceeding
one hundred pounds or to both such imprisonment and fine.

(2) Any medical practitioner, who knowingly and wiltuly
in any certificate under this Law falsely states or falsely
certifies anything shall be guilty of an offence and shall be
liable to imprisonment for any term not exceeding one year
or to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds or to both
such imprisonment and fine. :

6. (1) Where, upon such inquiry as is provided for by this
Law, it appears to the Court that any person is a mental
patient and a proper subject of confinement; and a
certificate as by this Law is required of his unsoundness of
mind has been given, the Court may adjudge such person
to be a mental patient and a proper subject of confinement,
and shall proceed to make an order according to this Law
for the care and custody of such patient.

(2) Any Court may, upon the application of any person,
upon being satisfied that a person who has been adjudged
to be a mental patient and a proper subject of confinement
is of sound mind or has regained his sanity, rescind such
adjudication and shall thereupon revoke any such order
made in consequence thereof.

7. Where, under this Law, any person has been duly
adjudged a mental patient and a proper subject of confine-
ment, any Court may order such patient to be confined in
a mental hospital or by some person to whom a licence
has been issued under the provisions of section 21 of this
Law.

8. Any Court may make an order adjudging any person
to be a mental patient and a proper subject of confinement
notwithstanding that none of the facts constituting such
person a mental patient happéned in the district of such
Court. = - ' A .
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