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Short title. 1. This Law may be cited as the Cotton Law.
{terpre- 2. In this Law—

2

““ baling licence ”’ means a licence issued under this
Law to bale cotton only ;
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“ cotton plant ”’ means the growing plants, cuttings,
buds and grafts, seeds, leaves, bolls, or any portion of
the cotton plant in a natural state ;

*‘ ginning licence *’ means a licence issued under this
Law to gin cotton ;

‘“lint cotton ”’ means ginned cotton :
“ raw cotton ” means unginned or seed cotton. -

3. Any person who grows cotton from seed which has not
been supplied by the authority of the Director of Agri-
culture under the provisions of section 4 shall be guilty of
an offence.

4. (1) The Director of Agriculture may authorize such
persons as he thinks fit to supply cotton seed for sowing
purposes. -

(2) Every person so authorized shall supply only cotton
seed for sowing purposes which has been approved by the
Director of Agriculture or by an officer of the Agricultural
Department authorized by him in that behalf.

(3) Any person who supplies cotton seed for sowing’
purposes in contravention of the provisions of this section
shall be guilty of an offence.

5. (1) The Director of Agriculture may serve a notice in
writing upon any person owning cotton seed requiring such
person—

(a) to reserve at his premises such cotton seed for
inspection by the Director of Agriculture or his
representative named in the notice, and

(b) if such seed is approved for sowing purposes, to
supply the same for such purposes.

(2) Any person who without reasonable excuse fails to
comply with any of the terms of a notice served on him
under the provisions of subsection (1) shall be guilty of an
offence.

6. (1) The Director of Agriculture may with the approval
of the Governor by notice to be published in the Gazette fix
sale prices for cotton seed supplied for sowing purposes
either generally or in respect of any area specified in such
notice. ’
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(2) Any person who acts in contravention of the terms of

a notice made under subsection (1) shall be guilty of an
offence. , B

7. (1) Anything in this Law to the contrary notwith-
standing, the Governor may, for the purpose of increasing
the seed supply of any species or variety of cotton or for the
purpose of improving the quality of cotton grown, by notice
to be published in the Gazette declare any area within the
Colony to be a segregated area. :

(2) In any such area cotton shall not be planted, sold or
ginned except under the authority of and as directed by the
Director of Agriculture and any person who acts in contra-
vention of this subsection shall be guilty of an offence.

8. (1) The Director of Agriculture may by notice in
writing direct the owner or any person having charge of
any cotton seed harbouring or likely to harbour any cotton
pest or cotton disease to treat such cotton seed, or to-destroy
such cotton seed, either within any specified time or forth-
with and in any specified manner, and any person_ who
without reasonable excuse fails to comply with the terms
of such notice shall be guilty of an offence. ' '

(2) The Director of Agriculture may also authorize any
person to enter upon the place or premises in which such
seed 1s stored or to be found and to destroy it forthwith—

(a) if the person upon whom the notice has been served
fails to comply therewith within the time
specified; or

(b) without serving such notice if in his opinion the
circumstances justify such action.

(3) For the purposes of carrying out the provisions of this
section the expression ‘‘ Director of Agriculture ” shall
include any officer-- of the Agricultural Department
authorized by the Director to exercise the powers conferred
upon the Director by this section. -

(4) No compensation shall be payable in respect of any
cotton seed destroyed in accordance with any of the
provisions of this section, and any expenses necessarily
mcurred by any Department in effecting the destruction
of such seed shall be deemed to be a debt due to the Govern-

ment from the owner or person in charge of the seed and
shall be recoverable accordingly.
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9. Any officer of the Agricultural Department may
enter upon any land on which any cotton is being grown
and may require the occupier of such land to uproot
therefrom within seven days any cotton plant grown from
seed not supplied by the authority of the Director of
Agriculture as hereinbefore provided or considered by the
Director of Agriculture to be of an undesirable type, and in
the event of non-compliance with such direction the
occupier shall be guilty of an offence and it shall be lawful
for the officer to uproot or authorize any person to uproot
such plant. :

10. Any person other than the holder of a permit to use a
hand gin, who gins or bales cotton at any place without
being in possession of a licence to gin or bale at that place
issued to him by the Director of Agriculture shall be guilty
of an offence.

11. (1) The Governor may, on the recommendation of the
Director of Agriculture, by notice to be published in the
Gazette, require that every application for a ginning licence
in respect of a ginnery which was not erected, established
or in use prior to the commencement of this Law, shall be
accompanied by plans, drawings, specifications and declara-
tions containing such particulars and conforming with
such requirements as may be prescribed by rules made
hereunder.

(2) Upon the publication of such a notice in the Gazette
and notwithstanding anything in this Law contained, no
ginning licence shall be.issued in respect of any such
ginnery unless the plans, drawings, specifications and
declarations relating thereto have been approved by the
Director of Agriculture, and unless such ginnery otherwise
complies with such other requirements as may be prescribed
by rules made hereunder.

- -12. Subject as hereinafter provided the Director of
Agriculture may refuse to issue a ginning licence or a baling
licence on the ground that— ‘

(@) the applicant has been convicted of an offence
against this Law or against any rule made
- hereunder; or
... (b) the applicant- has been convicted of an offence
involving dishonesty or fraud; or
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